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“Moving in the Matter.”
—p—
Dear Editor,

You have frequently drawn attention to the over-
crowding on the Montreal Street Railway. With
the re-appearance of the closed cars, we are aboat to
enter upon another winter of discomfort and annoy-
ance arising from the managerial apathy and direc-
torial greed of those who hear the complaints of thei
patrons but heed them not.  Can nothing be done to
make the company improve their now wretchedly in-
sufficient service.

Surely the M. S. R. directors realize their duty.
Perhaps, if the most fastidious of their number was
compelled to live in one of the company’s cars for
4 week, he would, if he survived the ordeal, move in
thie matter. The very thought of his physical dis-
comfort and the violence done to his olfactory nerves
reminds me of a story:

“A gentleman residing in Queerhorough, drew the
attention of the councillors to a slough on the road
4s a nuisance; but having never had any attention

id to his petition, one day found to his amusement
wo councillors floundering in the mire when he ad
dressed them thus: ‘1 have often petiticned to your
honourable body against the slough, but never had
any attention paid to my petition. 1 now come forth
to express my delight to see you at last moving in
the matter.”” | »

By all means, let us confine the M. S. R. directors
in their own closed cars until they also “move in the
matter.”

CLEMENTINE,
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LONDON LETTER.
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4th October, 1900

Right in the middle of the elections, and not much
else to think about. Inertia in the stock marke s and
weary jobbers sitting in their favourite tea shops
“sicklied o'er with the pale cast of thought.”  Hopes
of business and activity are only raised to he almost
immediately dashed to the ground. Prices are scarce-
ly moving, and the marblesque impassiveness of the
departments is extraordinary The mare sensibl
brokers and dealers stay at home in the mornings
and look after their gardens. The others come down
to Throgmorton street and discuss elec ion results and
condole with ope another over the hard times. Ah,
we'l!

. v ox

What a lot of corporation borrowing there is going

on just now ? Is loan-hunting contagious? We have
hdd a goodly series of war loans, in one shape or
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another, aggregating to $260,000,000, and now, here
are municipal bodies from all parts of the country
appealing to the investors for money on easy terms.
The yield generally to the capitalist is three per cent.
or a trifle over. These loans continue notwithstand-
ing the dearness of money, and, generally the tender
system is dropped in favour of a fixed price issue.

* % %

At the first glance it would appear that the new
jssues of capital, etc., for public subscription during
September make a very poor show when compare |
with August.  Whilst August produced 14 new issues,
with a total nominal value of $81,276,150, the 20 in
September were only worth $15,000,225. Look'ng
however, into the details, we find compensations.
Out of August’s large t tal, no less than $75,000,000
was for Exchequer Bonds and new Home Rails stock.
Taking away factors of this kind (a deduction which
also, in a minor degree, affects the September figures)
we find this. In ecach month, fire companies (com-
mercial, mining or miscellancous), were floated.
Those in August were worth, nominally, of course,
$3.025,000; those in September, $6,350,000. Here is
progress, undoubtedly.

* * *

Electrical traffic and traction are going to be
worke ! for all they are worth in London apparently.
Millionaire Yerkes, of Chicago, fired by the success
of the “Twopenny Tube,” from the heart of the city
out West to Shepherd’s Bush, proposes to run a simi-
lar subterranean railway from Charing Cross across
the presert “Tube,” and away up North to Hemp-
stead Heath.  The success of the Central London
Flectric Rai'way, to give the *Twosenny Tube” its
right name, and the proposals for these Yerkes' and
other simi'ar constructions, are denressing the ordin-
ary railway stecks, The District Railway quotations
Fave fallen from 277, which was the price, when the
“Tube” was opencd, to 24; and looks like toboggan-
ing further.

* * *

General business is hit very palpably over the elec-
tions, and trade is everwhere slow. Whatever party
secure the reins it shall have a tired time.

Dearing in mind the fact that there are over seventy
thousand professional thieves and burglars in the
United Kingdom, the spread of burglary and their
insurance is very welcome. The Roy’l Exchange
Assurance Corporaticn, although 180 years old, is as
up-to-date as the youngest of us, ana has just issued
on attractive prosrectus detailing a Larglary insur-
ance proposition. There i« no averag: clause, and no
limit for m'nimum loss, Rates are easy, and condi-
tions in no way onerous, The risk of death, or acci-
dent resulting in death, in connection with a burglary
i« covered for 12 cen's per $500 per annum, in all
sums up to ten thousand dollars,

* % *

Another old office, the Equitable Fire an'l Acci-
dent Company, of Manchester, has also cpened a bur-
elary insurance branch.  So the rush goes towards
that time when the office running one particular
branch of the insurance show will have utterly dis-
appeared from the haunts of men, and the “omnibus "

comnany with its “ omnibus” schemes will have taken
its place,




