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Hints for 
Beginners

R. F. HOLTKRMANN

How much the average bee-keeper 
Is at the mercy of the one who pub­
lishes a bee journal and how much he 
must of necessity be at the mercy of 
the supply dealer. As a rule there Is 
not much danger In this from the
standpoint of honesty, but a mistaken
conclusion may be a great loss^to In­
dividual ' bee-keepers, and az supply
dealer should either himself be con­
stantly trying goods he proposes to 
manufacture or have some one else , 
try them. Here Is smother weak spot 
In the awards by a judge on new In­
ventions. He Is to pass judgment upon 
things of which he has probably never 
heard of before, to say nothing of hav­
ing never tried them.

During the past year a very general 
discussion has been going on about the 
merits and demerits of the so-called 
••Hoffman frame/' In this discussion 
I have so far taken no part, but now 
that It is probably about over In the 
United States journals, I thought It 
might he well to say something upon 
the subject of frames. We know how 
we hadidrst the old box hive or straw 
skep. 4lere the comb was attached at 
the will of the bees to the top and sides 
of the hives making them Immovable, 
and necessitating the destiuctlon of 
the bees In order to secure the comb.

As far es I know the next 
stage toward present frame sys­
tems was a top bar to which 
the bees attached the upper part of 
the comb. The bees still attached the 
comb to the walls of the hive and when 
the comb had to be manipulated a long

knife was used with which the oomb I 
was cut loose at the sides. Then cam» 
side bare to the frame and practically | 
our present development.

We have had sises of frames without I 
number, as to length and breadth, and 
we still have many sixes In use. In 
my estimation a frame a little deeper | 
than the Langstroth Is not objection- 
able In the sense of being a good sis». I 
and yet when I get a Langstroth brood 1 
chamber with two supers, And find to I 
many combs In the white honey flow! 
with brood to the top of the frame I 
and the honey In the super, the natural! 
division between brood and pollen and I 
the honey being at the top bar of the! 
brood comb. When I see this I havel 
more doubt than I once had til 
to the desirability of a deeper fratntl 
When, however, the great lnconveni-| 
ence in getting supplies of accun 
make and at a reasonable price In i 
sixes Is estimated and the Impossibility! 
of getting them on short notice, and 
the faqt that when through going ou| 
of the business or death, these go 
will have a very limited demand and I 
correspondingly low sale then I wouq 
not hesitate one moment upon deddi 
Ing for the Langstroth. Differed 
widths of top bars will be used, dlffeij 
ent thicknesses, and the same of sldf 
and bottom bars. I find that It Is *| 
slrable to have the top bar as wide < 
a brood comb; It not, the bees havl 
a little encouragement, will, as it we^ 
continue the motion and build comb | 
to the queen excluder above. Hoi 
ever, It Is not my intention In this I 
tide to show the value of a top !
1 1-8 in. wide.

As to whether we shall have 
spacing or not self-spacing hive» I 
help deciding this, let us see whxt ( 
want In a frame. The primary objj 
In having the frame is to enable tu| 
handle the combe with ease and i 
Ity, and let us remember this, for I
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