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hranrhes, each with >• competent • head as it is pos­
sible to secure, atvl all under tile direction 01 a Min­
uit r oi Miiiva or other cabinet minister. The work 
ol such a Department oi the Dominion Government 
mill not mleriere with the work oi the respective 
Provincial Governments, nor encroach upon their 
right» in this connection. Although persistent 
action in tins direction is only what is to be expected 
ul »o competent and influential a body as the Cana­
dian Mining Institute, it is none tin le»» gratiiymg 
to llrin»h Columbia, the “ Mineral Province," to find 
leading members oi the ln-titute keeping well in view 
anil advancing to the best oi their abdut the inter­
ests oi die nulling and metallurgical industries of the 
Dominion at large.

A contemporary calls attention to the (act that the 
tit v elopment ol the vast mineral resource» oi Colo­
rado has liven very materially aided in many instances 
by the utilization oi the mountain stream» of tint 
State for the generation of electricity to furnish 
power for mining purposes. The intermittent char­
acter of the flow of those streams, however, has been 
tin most serious drawback to the extended use of 
water-power in that part of the Rocky Mountains. 
For placer mining purposes, though this is iml felt 
to lie so great a disadvantage, since this class of 
mining is chiefly carried on in the summer, at which 
season there is usually a good flow of water. The 
principal uses to which hydro-electric power is ap­
plied in placer mining are to drive pumps, opérait 
ciam s, ami furnish motive power for motors for the 
machine simp ami other purposes. I he current ia 
also utilized in lighting pits, buildings, etc. In Brit­
ish Columbia electricity is used but little in placering 
or by draulicing, its chief application where generated 
lit small water-driven plants, being at stamp mills at 
gold mines anti at concentrators in silver-lead dis­
tricts. The comparatively small flow of water during 
w'liter is a dei ided disadvantage in connection with 
tin sc branches of mining, particularly the latter, for 
freight costs are much lower in winter in the chief 
silter-lead districts of the Province. Several import­
ant mines have auxiliary steam plants for use in such 
an emergency as insufficiency of water. Notwith­
standing the drawbacks mentioned, though, water- 
driven electric plants greatly facilitate mining ami 
on reduction operations in British Columbia.

That British Columbia has not been alone in having 
t xperienced during recent years conditions unfavour- 
ahlt to successful hydraulic mining is evident from 
published references to other countries on the Ameri­
can continent in which similar operations have been 
unprofitable, as were the results obtained at some of 
the larger hydraulic mines of this Province. T-atelv 
the Hngintering a mi Mining /ourna/. of New York, 
mentioned editorially that “ Several successive drv 
seasons have worked much hardship to the gravel 
miners of California, whose water supply has lasted 
only aliout half the usual time. ’ It is a poor consola­
tion to know that a like misfortune has been the lot 
of others, and wc take no comfort therefrom. Rather

would we suffer loss alone than feel gratification that 
others were made to experience a similar misiortune. 
It is i|uitc permissible, though, lor us to rejoice with 
them m that the season we are just entering upon 
bill» fair to he as busy and successful with them as 
with our own hydraulic miners. We learn that in 
California I lie streams arc all full to the lianks, and 
tin re is an abundant supply of water for washing 
gravel in all tile counties where »uch mining is being 
earned on. In the higher ranges the supply of snow 
stored by the winter storms is quite satisfactory, and, 
unless warm weather prevails too Soon, the Water 
season this coining summer will last longer ihan has 
been ihv case for several year» past." litis intelli- 
gi ncc is m line with that we have received lately (rom 
the Cariboo and Xtlin districts, the prospects in which 
an brighter for hy draulicing. gr< mini-sluicing ami 
placcring generally than in any year since 190c. 
Having this common ground lor satisfaction we can, 
and tin, extend to the placer miners of California our 
lit arty congratulations that they ton may look for a 
long working season anil, wc hope, a corresponding 
good return.

Ihe judgment of the Honourable Mr. Justice 
Martin in the mining ease of Tanghe v. Morgan et. al., 
serves to emphasize tile point we have so frequently 
raised in the minimi KKCimn concerning the desira 
hility of the appointment of a commission to enquire 
into the working of the mining 'aw with a view to 
reconciling at least its most glaring inconsistencies 
and ambiguities. Until this is done either by a 
l egislative committee or preferably by a Board of 
specialists a|'pointed for the purpose, the Industry will 
be cursed w'th much unnecessary litigation, ami legiti­
mate operations must continue to be at the mercy of 
every scoundrel who takes the pains of ferretting out 
defects in the law for blackmailing purposes. The 
case of Tanghe v. Morgan is an interesting one. 
I.asl Julv the now well-known T.iickv Jack claim in 
the Poplar Creek District, was located as a quartz 
claim. The ground was believed to be very rich, the 
surface showings being exceptionally promising, and 
in one spot the quartz outcropping contained a quan­
tity of visible gold. Some two months later Tanghe 
located the Shamrock placer claim within the boun­
daries of the Lucky Jack quartz claim. His action 
occasioned general indignation among the miners 
■ if the locality at the time, and when the district Cold 
Commissioner ordered the removal of the Shamrock 
stakes, "under authority of Section 128. Sub-section 
<i. nf the Placer Mining Net." on the grounds “of the 
annoyance and interruptions to which the owners of 
the Lucky Jack mineral claim would be put by the 
Shamrock Placer claim crossing their lead," the 
mandate was regarded as an eminently just and 
proper one. Bv the order, however, Tanghe's loca­
tion was so changed as not to include a square inch 
of the ground originally applied for, and the Gold 
Commissioner, of course, as is pointed out, largely 
exceeded his authority h issuing the instructions he 
did. According to ihe judgment Tanghe was in fact 
entitled to a record of his location, the only question


