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wars of 1876 to 1880. Died at Washington, D. C., 
September 23, 1884.)

HADLEY INDIAN SIGN PRINTS

About twenty-five years ago there lived in Anadarko, 
Indian Territory, an enthusiastic missionary worker 
named Lewis F. Hadley, known to the Indians as Ingo- 
nompashi.

He made a study of Sign Language in order to furnish 
the Indians with a pictographic writing, based on dia­
grams of the signs, and meant to be read by all Indians, 
without regard to their speech. Pointing to the Chinese 
writing as a model and parallel, he made a Sign Language 
font of 4,000 pictographic types for use in his projected 
works. He maintained that 110,793 Indians were at 
that time sign-talkers and he proposed to reach them by 
Sign-Language publications.

In pursuance of his plan, he issued the following:
1887. List of the Primary Gestures in Indian Sign 

Talk. “Only 19 copies were printed. ’ It was intended 
as a prodrome to “extended works and a magazine in 
Hands-tal[k]ing.”

It consists of 63 pages with 684 crude woodblocks of 
white lines on black ground, illustrating signs, alphabet­
ically arranged, but without captions or text of any kind, 
except the explanation on the title page, abridged asabove!

1890. A Lesson in Sign Talk, designed to show the 
use of the line showing the movement of the hands in the 
Indian Gesture Language, by In-go-nom-pa-shi, Fort 
Smith, Ark., 1890. Copyrighted by Lewis F. Hadley, 
12 pp. A portrait of him by himself is on p. 11, inscribed 
“In-go-nom-pa-shi, drawn by himself at 60 years.”


