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t his i8 the true business of philosophy."* And it is this true

principle of philosophy that must Ije followed in discussing the

question before us. The nmterial that we use in thought must

be gathered from facts; but our depisions must rest with the

legitimate inferences that afe derived from these. All man's '

knowledge, according to Kant, begins with sensible exi>crieEce

:

but all does not come from experience. Every fact has a mean-

ing. sometimes lying very deep down in its naH^«; and ihis

meaning has to be extracted if we would arrive ftUaif accurate

opinion? We nnist .luestion the phenomena of the universe, in

oi^der to learn wbat tbey have to say of their eau.ses. their rela-

tions and their purposes. . This may not always be an easy task,

but it is a very essential om, if we would nirive at a correct

conclusion. Sophocles remaiks:-*

'* What's sought tor niay be iound,

r iJut truth unscarch'd for seld6pi comes to liKht.t

Tlii.*^ is terribly appKcabh to inaiiVof the Atheists that I

hVe known. Their miuds api)ear to haVe been cast in such »

mould tlmt thev can see nothing l)eyond the most piili)able of

material things.' Hence facts have for them no meaning beyond

that mere semblance which always appears on the outside.

I will now hiy down a series of proppsitions to which I

beg you to give me your attention.

"
I. I Exis-R 1 Know that I am a Conscious Personal

BeiXO, OK WHAT l»HILO.SOrHEltS CAIX AN ECSO.

In making this atfirMiation that I exist, 1 attirni of mysel f

something that i.s simply amid.st the complexity <»f my sur-

roundings and the variety of my thoughts. This Ego may

manifest itself in a thousand diflTerent ways, but utidenieath

these manifestations there lies .something that is substantial

amidst the mere phenomenal vj.riations. That which 1 call

*Novuni Organuni, Aph. 95.
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