e iviso

free ;" ete, draw the thoughts to
higher things, and the Lord's
Prayer, and the Ten Command
ments, lettered in full, face the
worshippers throughout the servicd
Choir and organ
mates—Ilead the singing, and hearty
and deep is the music that ariscs
at the two regular Sunday services
This mental and spiritual instrue-
tion of the convicts is the most
hopeful part of our anomalous and
self-contradi

condueted by in-

rvoprison system

=~

ENTLLGOR AND N
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What is meant by the words,
“with hard labour,” attached to a
sentence? Tt is largely now a fan-
ciful phrase which we inherit, along
with other features of onr prison
system, from the dim past. Con-
victs are alweays supposed to work
hard, though as a matter of fact,
when we come to consider (1) that
they are not free men; (2) that
most of them have come to prison
through laziness—desire to t
something for nothing: and (3)
the essential defects of onr svstem,
we must not he surprised if “ hard
lahour ™ has a different signification
in prison from what it has outside

There are trade instructors in all

Prolilen B

the more important hines of worl
1 |

tatloring, shoemaking, black

ing, cte., and if anv voung low
reallv wishes to learn a trade, ther
is generally nothing to hinder him

\ltogether, if a visitor  passed
through the penitentiary  at any
time during morning or afternoon,
he would, with the ahove eonditions

considered, see an active, husy

place, and here and there he would
see  carefnl  and exeellent work
being done in all the departments

hy the wiser of the conviets, who
take their position philosophically
and, with their eve on the futur

endeavonr to make the hest of a bad
husiness

Neither vork
nor at re prt
Crs sy carry
onoooany conversation

with one another.  In
theory the “silent™ sy

tem is in vogue ; but of
course it and the con
regite ¢m cannot
together, and the

ilence —though  as a

rule, especi Uy in some
departments, well ob
erved,  work much
more  thoroughly  on
paper than in practice
Convicts shouldhave no
s whatever with one another,
and certainly, therefore, the silent
system ought to prevail ; hut we, by
our laws, give the congregate svs
tem complete right of way Of
course silence and non-intercourse
hetween convicts cannot rule until
the * congregate ™ is superseded hy
This lat
ter is not in practice anvwhere in
Canada.  Tn less than a hundred
vears there will he no other. Of
conrse we have the solitary ™
system in one prison in the peniten
tiary, the prison of isolation, bt
this k& " from all
the Dominion  penitentiaries, and
though it marks a st in a right
development, is not an illustration

the * separate ™ system

Cincorricihl
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