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rt'forni so energetic' as to overcome congressional

antipathy. Senator Pendleton's bill to introduce

the merit system, which had l)crn pending? for

nearly two years, was passed by the Senate on De-

cember 27, 188^^, and by the House on January 4,

1883. The importance of the act lay in its recog-

nition of the principles of the reform and in its pro-

vision of mean.s by which the President could ap-

ply those principles. A Civil Service Commi.ssion

was created, and the President was authorized to

classify the Civil Service and to provide selection

by competitive examination for all appointments to

the service thus classified. The law was essentially

an enabling act, and its practical efficacy was

contingent upon executive discretion.


