
17

According to the analysis white sweet rlovir is very similar to alfalfa in com-

positionr and, when stock have Iwconu- aciustonicd t( eatinj? it, will prohaldy give

nearly as good results if well cured and not too coarse.

Corn (-odder and Stover.—Com fndilir of good quality cut and cured with

the ears rcii.ai'iing on tlie stalks makes u I'oddcr appnmi'liiiiji very closely in value

to timothy hay. If not well handled there is (lani,'er tliut the fodder may eoiitnin a

very high pero ntagc of water and have its value reduced considerably. Both eoru

fodder and stover are very variable in composition, depending upon conditions

under which they are kept.

Corn stover simjily corn stalks after the ears have Ixcn removed, and it will

be noted that its value is considerably less than thai of corn fodder.

Timothy Hay.—C .iparcd with clover and alfalfa, timothy hay is low in

protein and fairly high in fibre. It is true it is somewhat iii,i,'hcr in nitroj?on-frec

extract, hut its low protein content is the serious disadvantage. Most farmers

prefer timothy hay for horses, and it is probaldy safer t!ian most otlier kinds of hay

for this purpose. It is usually more frc' from dust than most other liay and if

horses are allowed very liberal rations of iiay it docs not scorn so lialde to cause

injury. For cattle it is not so satisfactory, and when fed to cattle a more lilieraJ

meal ration must be given, and meal containing a larger percentage of protein than

when alfalfa or clover hav is fed. For sheep it is entirely unsatisfactory and
should not be used for this purpose, cither clover or alfalfa being exceptionally

well suited for sheep feedmg.

The other kinds of hay nientioiud in the table are all similar in (om)iosition

though they are slightly higher in protein than timothy hay.

STRAW AND f'lIAFF.

The noticeable feature of the composition of straw is the exhemely high per-

centage of fibre. As a result, when we feed animals largely upon straw they have

to handle a very large amount of what mav be called inert or ronipi ratively useless

material While this is true, it is also true that straw may be used as part of the

bulky ration to good advantage when other bulky fodders are scarce or very high

in price. Idle horses may be carried through the winter upon straw as their bulky

fodder with a light allowance of grain, and cattle or sheep may be made to utilize

a considerable amount of straw. It must be remeinbercd that if straw is u.sed in

the ration of dairy cows or fattening cattle, it will bo necessary to feed a good deal

more meal than when hay is fed, so that sometimes what we may gain in saving

hay may bo more than lost through the €xtra amount of concentrates used. For
store cattle or dry cows straw can be used to much better advantage than for cows

which arj milking or cattle which are being fattened.

Of the different kinds of straw mentioned in the table it will be noticed that

bjckwheat supplies the most protein, but it is so extren- ly high in fibre that it is

seldom regarded as a satisfactory feed for stock except in extreme cases. Every-

thing considered, oat straw is the most satisfactory for all classes of stock.

The table shows barley straw to be p'lictically equal to ont straw so fr.r a»

composition is concerned, but barley straw is not so palatable as oat straw and th&

awns or beards of the barley render it objectionable.


