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thing in its path. It has swept lacrosse ta one side in Toronto and
proved ta be even a greater drawing card, on a holiday, than even the
annuai race meet. It has gone into Quebec and eaten its way into
the affections of the Frencli-Canadian. It has yet to be checked in
any country in which it has been introduced. It may take time ta
conquer the Englishman-but the latter had better beware.

J. K. M.

A PETITION FOR A PICNIC

N London, Ontario, there has recently been a somewhat novel
disturbance affecting trustees, teachers and school children. It

scems that there was a good aid customn of giving the children the
June picnic, on whichi occasion the trustees acted as hasts and cheer-
fuliy expended three hundred dollars of the "funds" on giving the
juvenile citizens such'a good tirfie as Springbank affords. This year.,
however, thle school board camne ta the conclusion that the money
nlight be more wiseiy spent and that the Jeafy month of June, when
examinations are so near, is hardly the propitiaus season for a picnîc.
Some of the petitions which resulted will nat prejudice the outsider in
favour of London's juniors. The Collegiate Institute pupils declare
with unbecoming haste: "We, the undersigned, do hereby demand
aur annuial picni c, and if flot given to us wiilingiy, we'wili take it."

If the conduct of these strenuonus youngsters is in keeping with
the language of their petitian, the lot of their înstructors is hardiy ta
bce envied. It seems that they now demand as a right what was
originally a favouir and express themseives in a fashion which reflects
smail credit on their breeding. Other schooi-c'hildren in Ontario may
be led ta reflect on the reason for Londoners hiaving been so highly
blessed, while trustees throughout the province may take warning
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as ta the continuity of work for a substantial period at schedule and
profit rates. This latter assurance would make its financing easy.
Such a policy would soon produce several good shipyards on aur
ocean coasts.

These shipyards would build aur ships, bath war vessels and
commercial vessels. We buy a score of vessels of one kind or another
each year which might just as well be made in Canada. Some people
are asking that a duty be placed on British and foreign-built ships
so as ta encourage home production. The German plan, roughiy out-
lined above, is cheaper and more reasonable. Moreover, the Govern-
ment must soon place orders for some naval vesseis. Canada is
destined to bhave a navy sooner or later. Now is the time ta devise
a carefuiiy worked-out plan which will pravide by graduai develop-
ment for the needs of the next haif century.

In addition ta building new ships, the new shipyards would pro-
vide repair shops for ail the vessels which reacli aur coasts. At
present when a large liner is injured, temporary repairs are made and
the ship sent across the ocean for permanent repairs. This is non-
sensical. It would be equaily foolish tao buy cruisers or dreadnoughts
from Great Bi-itain until we had a place in which ta repair them. It
is estimated by naval experts that one-fifth of ail war vessels are
aiways laid up for repairs. If we had but five naval vesseis, they
would require one shipyard cantinuously ta keep them in repair.

Under our present system of imaking repairs to goverument ves-
sels, the repairs usuaiiy cost more -than the vessels. This is due
partly ta the inadequacy of aur presenc yards. They are nat encaur-
aged by the government or the people, are not given continuous work
whicb wouid justify the iatest equipment and the mast skilful work-
men. There is aiso at prescrnt the drawback which cames from a
government trying ta run a government shipyard. Ail successful
shipyards must lie able ta do bath gavernment and commercial work
in order ta produce the best resuits.

Shipyards imply dry docýks. Montreal bas plans for a new dry
dock ta cost two and a haif millions. Halifax has a dry dock, but
St. John and Sydney have none. Esquimauit lias an excellent dry
dock. Shipyards couild be established at Halifax and Esqui-mauit atonce if the Government sa desired. It would require from three tafive years ta build adequate dry docks at Sydney, St. John andMontreal. Therefore the first orders should go ta those who wouldestabiish large yards at Halifax ai-d Esquimault. By the end of fiveyears, there would be sufficient business'in siglit ta find work: for a
shipyard at Montreal and another at St. John.

Up ta the present time, Canada lias been busy building railwaysand canais and in deveioping inter-cýommunication. We are far from
being thraugh with work of this kind. Whuie this huge task lias been
confronting us, it was oniy naturai that the question of slip-building
and ship-repairing shouid have been neglected. We have, however,
reached a stage where further negiect would be unwise. No doubt,
when the Ministers of Militia'and Marine return from the Imperial
Defence Council next month., they will lie prepared ta recommend
.,omne sort of preliminary naval and commercial policy ta theîr'col-
leagues. The subject wili bie prominent next session. Now is the
time for publicists, journaiists and the public generaliy ta gatherinformation and ta make preparations for a general discussion of thenew national policy. A people which cannat build ocean-going vessels
for either commercial or naval pturposes, is not of mudli accounit.
Canada may becomne the "granar ofte Emipire," but if it is not able
ta buiid even a 5,000-ton freiglit boat or a third-class armoured cruiserit will never bie counted of much importance in the Council of the
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