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was this ?---yours or my father's ?"
The naivette of thé question took

Lambaire off his guard.
"Your father discovered it," hes said,

unthînkingly, and as he stopped,
Whitey came to bis rescue.

"But we ficated It," he said, in a
tone that suggested that on tihe score
of ownership no more need be sald.

CHAPTER IX.,
CYNTHIA SUTTON was twenty.
'three,' and, by ail standards.

beautiful. Her hair was a rich cheat-
nut, her eyes were big, and of that
shade which s. 'either blue or grey,
according to the iight In which they
were seen. Her nose was straight,
her Duper lit short; ber lps full and
red, her skim soft andi unblemished.
"She bas the figure of a woman, and
the eyes of a chlld," sald Amber de-
scribing ber, "and she asked me to
corne to tea."

"And you dldn't 'go," sald Peter.
noddinz bis head approvlngiy. "You
realized ,that your presence might
compromise this înnercent flower.
'No,' you sez to yourself, 'no, i willgo
away, carrying a fragrant memory,
ane -1

4 1'o De exact, my Peter," said Am-
ber, 'I forgot ail about thse appoint-
ment In thse hurry and bustie o! keep-
lnz out o! Lambaire's way."

"They were sltting In the littie
room under tihe roof o! 19, Redcow
Court, and the sweet song of the
caged birds filied thse apartment wlth
liuid melody.

"No," contlnued Amber thouglit-
fuily, 111 must confeas to you, mv
Peter, that I badl none otiser o! those
interestin' conversations wlth myself
that your romangic soul suggests."

He looked at bis, watch. It was tan
o'ci.ock In tbe forenoon, and he stared
through thse open wludow, bis windJ
intent upon a probiem.

qI ouglit to see her," lie said, bai!
to himself; lie was grouping for ex-
cuses. Tihis business o! young Sut-
ton's . . . . compasa and cliart...
hldden treasures and ail that sort of
tbing, eh, miy Peter?"

Peter's eyes were gleamlng from be-
hind his gold-rlmmed spectacles, and
bis hand sliook wlth excitement, ai3
lie rose and made, bis way to tihe cre-
tonne curtalned shelves.

1I'-ve got a Yaru liere," lie said,
fumbling eaecrly amongst bis Ilterary
treasures, «that will give you some
ideas: money and pleces o! elght-
what ia a piece of elglit?" He turneýd
abruptly wlth thse question.

"A sovereign," sald Amnber promp)t-
Iy, "«eilt balf-crowns." Hie was m
thse mood when lie said Just the fir-t
thing that r'ame into bis head.

,,Um!" Peter resumed bis searcb,
and Amber watched hlm wlth tihe
gentle amusement that one reservos
for the enthusiasm of chlldreu at play.

"lHere it is," said Peter.
le drew forth !rom a pile of books

one, gaudy o! colou-r and reckiesa o!
design. "This la thse tliing,"-he
dusted tihe paper covel' tenderiy--
"'Blacis Eyed Nicie, or the Desper-
ado's Dream o! Ducats'; liow's tliat?"

Amber tooli thse book from the ol
man and lnspected it, letting thse
pages run through bis fitigers rapitll..

"Fine," lie said, with convict',>a.
"ýPut l -wlth my pyjamas, l'Il read my-
self to sleep wltli it"-li pk
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