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CHURCH UNION IS NC
Pro gress of the Movement A mong Met hodists, Presbyterians

T RUSTS are recognized as bad institutions for thewelfare of mankind. Truste have been fought
by the press and by.,the people. Trusts are

sald to have ralsed the cost of living and taken away
mucli of the joy and freedom of life. Under trust
ride Individual action le reduced to a minimum, art ia
dîicounted, freedom of expression la hampered,.social
discontent arlses--and presenVtly there arises fsome
other combination to combat th4e trust. The second
may be as bad as the tiret, or worse. Socialism may
be the worst torm of trust in the worid. Labour
unions mnay be se misdirected that they become a
syndicate robbing the worker of his individuality
out of regard-to the rights of the corporation. The-
atricai truste âre responsibie for a great majority
of the bad pla9s In our theatres. National trusts
coerce the people Into a machine for the execution
of a single idea-and the Prussien national trust is
the worst ever known ln Uic World, against which
the'-worid of freedomn la now fighting as it never
tought before.

la Church Union another form of trust-in the
spiritual worid? Wiil the union of Christian churches
into as far as possible one church rob 'mankind of
religious individuality and freedom? Or la the union
of churches only a sensible, fraternat, proposition
whose principie is the greatest good to the greatest
number and the elimination of use lesa 'rivairies?

In the followirrg article the writer traces the his.
tory of th~e Church Union movement ln this country
and notes what he considers its advantages ln prao-
ticai operation. He does net regard Church Union
as a form of religiaus syndicate. He believes In it
as a means cf making church litc more useful te the
masses. Hie arguments and his narrative are Well.
Worth considering by any average man or woman
Who recopnizes the church as a great force for the
betterment of social conditions.W1HEN the General Assembly of the Presby-terian Church la Canada recently adopted,

by an overwhelming majority, the report
VV of the committes on Church Union, an-

etiher stage la the movement for the confederation
of the Preabyterlan, Methodist and Congregational
denominationa la thia country vas reacbe.d. Tbe
concurring vote vas 367 to 74, and not only gave
the advocatea of union the largeat majerity aince
the Aasemnbly live years ago passed upon the aub-
ject, but shows that on a percentago basis the oppon-
enta cf the innovation lare gradually decreaslng la
relative strength as far as It la represented la the
hlghest court of the churoh.

la 1910, vhen the hasia of union vas firat under
conaideration, the recorded vote of the opponenta of
union was 28 per cent of the total case; la 1914 It
vas 27 per cent., and at the recent meeting cf the
General Assembly, 16 per cent

As the Methodist and Congregational denomina-
tiens are both ready for union, its conaummation
only awaita the final declalon of the Preabyterlan
Church.

T RIS final decion cannot be given for a year or
two at the least. In the firat place, the ques-
tion has te bo submlitted te the individual con-

gregationa composlag the church in Canada. 0f
týheso there are over 2,325, net lncludlng home mis-
sions to the nunlber of about 2,000, whlle cf mem-
bers entltled to vote upon the question there are
about 315,000.

After the questions whlch are nov bsing prepared
have been submltted to and voted upon by the people,
the. subject of union viii again come bof ors the
General Asaembly, which dos not meet until June,
1916. If the vote of the people ia favourable te
union by a substantial majorlty, thers can be lîttie
or no doubt in regard to th~e action of the higheat
court la the church. But even after the peeple and
the. Genrl AssembIy have concurred la favor of
Chureh Union, its consummation cannot be acconi-
pllshed until Federal and Provincial legislatien bas
been obtalned. The Hous of Commona will have
te pass upon Incorporation, and in each of the Pro-
vincial Legoslatures an Act wili bo necessary por-
mittlug the transfer to the unlted church of the
Droflerty nov held ln the naine of each of the three
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that a few montha ago the J'oint commlttee of the
three denominationa concerned reached -an -agree-
ment regardlng the name, doctrine and pollty of
the proposed Union Church.

The namne agreed upon vas the United Church of
Canada. 'The doctrine, vhlle largely based on that
obtainlng la the three negotiatlng churcheÉ, dos
nlot differ la essentials from that of either. If any-
thing, it shows a desire to inpart to doctrine a littie
more elasticlty and a broader spirit. Ia regard to
polity, it vas agreed that the highest court of the
United Church should bo knovn as the General
Coundil. ,Next in order are the Conference and
Presbytery. The flrat-n9aznsd court will meet every
second year and vlll be Dominion-vide la its repre-
sentation. The Conference yull meet annually, and
the Presbytery vlll correspond la its functions tu
the court of that namne nov oporating vithin the
Presbyterian Church. Local churches are te have
a session 'to superlatend their spiritual affaira, a
committes of stewards to manage their business
affaira, and these tvo combined are to formi the
officiai board, viiose office vilI be te oversee the
general affaira of Its ovn particulâr, congregation.
This basis of union has been formally accepted by
the three denominationa concerned.

But ons of the moat sîgnificant featureslan regard
te the basis of union for the proposed United
Church la lta democratic character. Each IndivIdual
congregation vilI practically be able te employ vhat-
ever form cf worship its people may deern beat
auited te ita requiremnts. Each of the three de-
nominations, for example, may continue te use its
ova hymn-beook. Ia tact, the limbrella that is being
ralsed is expansive enough to take la Anglican and
Baptist denominations should they at any time be
dlsposed to participate la the union.

Nine years ago the Anglican Church offerod te
confer upon the subject of union, provided the joint
committee of the three negotiatlng churches vas
villiig to treat along the linos laid dova by the
Lambeth Conference. As this implled the accept-
ance of Episcopacy, negotiations vlth the Anglican
Church vers discontlnued. The Baptiat Church. con-
sldering it "neceasary to maîntain a separate organ-
ized existence," refused te partîcipate la the move-
ment for union.

C-ONUMMATION ôf the present movement for
%.,te union cf the Preabytenian, Methodiat and

Congregational Churches, la its final analysis,
merely means the uaion et the hlgher courts of each.
And that ineans a great doal, for ilits train vilI
come greater efficieacy, greater economy, and an
absence of the overlapping whlch 1s nov se common
la the vork of the three denominations.

The total membership of the thres denominations
whiclh are 2iegotlating for union vas, la 1914, 697,444,
of vhich 368,992 vers Methodists, 314,832 Presby-
terians, ani 13,616 Congrogatlonallsts. Counting
adherents, the numnber of people interested la much.
largor. For example, according te the last censtus,
thons are la Canada 1,115,324 Presbyterians, 1,079,899
Methodist,, and 34,054 Congregationalists, a total
of 2,229,270, or 30.93 per cent. et the total religlous
population ef Canada. By vay ef comparîson, it
may be pointed eut that the Roman Cathollc popula-
tien la 2,833,041, or 39.41 per cent. of the total. As
thons are 203 secta or denominatlena la Canada, the
number would stili stand at over 200 should the
Methodists, Presbyterians and Congregationallats
ainlc their ldeatlty, as fan as naine la concerned, la
the proposed United Church.

UST when the spirit of union among the non-
cenformiat churches ot Canada had Ita birth ne
oas can aay. But It la sîgnificant that the fIrst

nonconformist church built la Canada vas, for a
union congregation. This vas ln 1751, and vas
erected at Halifax by the Imperial authorities. Its
congregation composed Congregationaliats, Presby-
tenians, Germian Lutherans, Wesleyaas and others,
vhlle the preacher was an Ainerican Congregation.

>T A TRUSI
and Con gregationalisis
paassvenoe eand mmeet1ames epm~modc aetivItY.

That the movement. which is apparently stroWl
to-day than it ever vas, is nlot born of any des
for denominational aggrandizement la self-evide
from the tact that Preabyterians, Methodists 11
Congregationaliats, each'of whoni la proud Of
naine, tradition and hlstory, are willlng to si
their Identity in order to unite, nlot for the proP&
tien of any creed,-but for the specile and deftl'
purpose of securlng greater efficlency in social a
vice and In home and forelgn mission work.

TH OSE who are opposed to organic union ar
sympathy with the object sought, but t
contention la that it can be obtained by

operation. But so far the only organlzed effor
negative the movement for organic union la -'Wl
the ranks of the Presbyterian Church. And altho
they are apparently a amali mlnorlty,' y et -theY
aggresaive, and boast that they are prepared
spend large suma of money in order to preserve
Presbyterian Church and defeat the purpose of
advocates of organic union. One prominent 8
wealthy iember is credited wlth sayi 'ng that he
personally prepared to put up hiait a million dollO

But if the people want union money will not 1)
vent lts conamation. And apparently the peoý
do want It. The spirit of union is abroad throui
out the length and breadth of the land. In the WE
ern Provinces, where the need of union la M(
strongly felt,,there are between forty and fifty un]
churches. Some of these were started ag uni
churches. Others are amalgamations of two
more congregations. These churches were atari
with the vlew of ldentifying theniselves with 1
United Church whlch the Presbyterians, Methodi
and Congregationaliats have, during the last f0
teen years, been trying to forni. If the pres,
movement for Church Union fails, lt ias ad th'
union ehurches in the West will go over to the
gregational denomination.

P ROBABLY the moat unique and lnteresting
1 tempt at Church Union that la being worl

out by an Individual congregation in Canada
that beink operated by, the Northern Congregato~
Church la Toronto, the pastor of which lasIR
Frank Day, M.A., B.D. ýThis church, which had
origin'In 1858, found ît necessary a few years
to look about for a new site, whlch vas ultlxnat
found la the new resldential district of North Uc
dale. As there vas no church in the district, -11
contained .about 400 familles, the pastor conceil
the idea that it would be well, before building oP(
tiens vers commenced, to try and have it mad4
union church. The first step was to consuit
joint committes, which the Methodiat, Preabyrter
and Congregational Churches in Toronto appoirt
a couple of years ago, to regulate the establIsha
of churches, and missions vithin the clty, la or'
that overlapplng and crowdlng mnlght bo avoid
This commi' ttes, falling Into lino with the vlews
Mr. Day and is congregation, decreed that its c
sent would be withheld should an attempt be 111i
by any body of Presbyterlans, Methodists or
gregationaliste te establish a church vithin
confines of North Rosedale. The cburch vas tl
erected at the corner ef Roxborou'gh Street
Gien Road, and in Decelaber last, vas forTi
opened, SInce thon, of elghty-five new memb
received, only ton were Congregationallats. 'J
rest were froni other denominations, includlng An'
cans and Baptiata.

The practical experiments which are belng vor]
out by individual congregations ln Canada appeat
augur welI for the larger scheme of church un
should the efforts of the Presbyterlan, Methodist ý
Congregationai Churches give birth to the Uni
Church of Canada.
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