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Our Yukon, its Forest Wealth and Future Development
By H. H. Rowa if, Sup't. Mining Lands and Yukon Branch, Olian'a.

]le Products oft'e forests in the Yu-
kon Territor>' have played no mnean part -
in the development of that district. The
Wooded lareas are cf mucli grea'ter extent t

th-an any person unfamiliar, with North- tt

eru Canada and the territory of the Yu-
kon has any conception of. Nat-
urally de growth, is"elow. The number of
years it fias taken -the trees te reacli a îze
tiral would be useful ti5 staggering. One
wonders whether a miner, prospeoctor or
trapper ever thinks when lhe first puts his
axe into, a growing eight-indr tree in d'e
North these days that tliat tree entered en
it career aometime about the date of d'e
coromition cf Queen Victoria.

The. principal forest trees are white
and black spruce, baleam poplar and
biroh. These eccur on the mtounttaîne
siope up to eighteen hundred feet and
sometimee Up to twenty-eight hundred
feet above the rivers and lakes. Tihe

sht pruce is d'e most valuable tree
.and fiirnishes.Sood îimber fer building
and mining purposes. Ille hest graves
cf thîs 'tree are found on thre islande or on
thre alluvial flats along he rivers, but
SoQd eecunens have beeu observed on
the siopes of thre huIs to a heiglit cf two
thoueand feet above the rivers. There is
a marked deterioration botir in size and
appearance of the epruce as thre more
uo.rtherly branches cf thre river are ap-
proached.

The balsamn fir occure ouI>' on the vuF
loy elopes mixed with spruce, be-ginsn
at an elevaýtion of twclve hiundrcd feet
above thre rivers and continuing uprward
to thre limit cf the trocs. On the slopes I i.Matc i.Ykn
of tIhe Ogilvie range, ficwever, dhe balsam i h er fteYkn

ditappears euîureîy. d'e upper Pelî y, but not soplentiful. Ii moud'. TIle breadti of valuable timber

Wdl Tijsboeh4 Wilsys different parts of thre territor>' one secsj along the valcy is about haif a
On the Pelley River beween thre Mac- ver' -occasionýall>'. a grove of jaclcpines4 mile in mauy parts. The spruce

millan and the Liewes thie Nortireru ex- kt is consiclered that die bust timber irn is straight, taîl, and averages about
Posures are tiricly woodedL liere arc thre Yukon TerritorY is situateci on thictwenty incires ini diameter and some have
numereus grove. close to d'e river, witir Macmnillan river, a tributar>' cf thre Pely.a diarueter of about d'ree feet. These
good spruce up te two foot in diametcr. TMe vall>' of ti streans is well tinibere trees carry thre eize well up, and are cap-.
Spruce of thre same size is aise fouud along for aboqt onc lrundrcd miles heom itsable cf furnisiring five twelve-foot legs


