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e formulable, affecting the tranquillity of ithe - ‘province by exciting ‘and vehement agitation, .
of rights rrr.mted by the beneficence of a pious monarch,’and. O'uar'mteed by a British Act of

- the religions instruction of great proportion of the people (the surest. bulwark of 4 natlon)

- to.men themselves ill-educated ; for,:whatever may be said in favour of the voluntary sstem-

o -;nadequate to the w‘mts and cxtcumstances of the country IR

26 FURTHER PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE

’

the maintenance of religion and the advancement of Chn~trm knowledge within the said
Province of Canada,” and thereby to w ithdraw: fmm religion that <upport \\lnch it has ‘
hitherto received from this source. ‘
~That the evils which will result from the rencwed discussion of thm qucctlon are m-m)
and formids ble, affecting the tmnqullhtv of the province, by exciting vehement agitation,
and awakening the worst passions of rival partics, destroying all confidence in the security
of rights frr.mte(l by the beneficence of a prous 1 ’\Iomrch, and guarantecd by a British Act
of I’.u‘lvunent, and, if the proposal now made be carried into eﬁect, depriving many of  the
scattered scttlements throughout the province of religious ordinances altogether, and leaving
the religious instruction of a great proportion of the peoplc (the surest bulwark of a nation

" to men themselves lll-educ:lted for whatever may be said in fuvour of the voluntary system .
~ of religious support, from sad experience it.is here most manifest t]nt it w ould he utterly‘ .

madoqmte to the wants and circumstances of the country.

Wherefore your Memorialists, firmly persuaded of the m: enitude of the evxls to be appre-
hended, fecl that they are no less bound by the claims of loyalty and c1t17cn~1up than of
ﬁdehty in the administration of ihe trust reposed in them as Commissioners; to crave that
Your most Gracious Majesty will decline to re-open this: question, and leave the various
religious bodies in possession  of the advantages they now enjoy aceruing from the Clergy
Reserves Fund, which, extending as they do to all religious denomlmtmns, can give 10’ 3

? re'tsomble cause of offence to any.

“And your \Iemormh':ts will ever pmv. ‘ ‘
Slrrned in pre~encc, in the name fmd by authomy of the Board of Conmn:sxoner* by InL,

ALEX. MaTniesox, D.D., Chairman. |
IIccu ALLEN, Secretar ¥

‘Unto Her most Gracious qusty Victoria, Qucen of . Great Britain and Ireland wnh ‘

all their Colome: and Dependencxe &c. &e. &e.

1

The Petition “of the La) Association in support of the I’l&byteu.m Chulch of
Canada in connexion w ith the Church of bcot]'md ?

- ]Immm SHOWETII,

© Trhar your Petltxoner are as~ociated together with the view of extending assistance
to poor congregations, cducating young men for the ministry, and disseminating seful and

. instructive Tnformation 1e=pect1nfr the: Chmch of' Seotl.md and the. Pxecbytelmn Chmch of

Canada in connexion therewith. ‘
That your Petitioners, attached by COII\’]CthD ‘md choice to the communion of the Church

of Seotland, and fecling the warmest interest in its prosperity, have observed with regret
.that an attempt to 1e-open the settlement of ‘the lands set apart: for the auppoxt of -
. a Protestant clergy” is made by an Address of the Legislative Assembly of this pr ovince,

based upon se~olutions the principle of which was carried by a narrow majority in a House

- a large proportion of the members of which are Roman Catholics, and which has of late "
years & s aranted with almost entire unanimity. Acts of Incorporation to various. <ect10ns of the
: Ronmh Church, enabling it to hold property to an enormous value.

That from the terms, “Tt s expedient to provide for’ the final dlépOaltnOL\ of the l‘mda
called Clergy Reserves in Canada,” in the preamble of ‘the Act 3 & 4 Vict. cap. 78., your

 Petitioners regarded the provisions therein contained as a final scttlement of - the question, “
- and they have every reason to belicve that they were recewcd as such- by Your \I.gcsty LRI
~ subjects generally in the province of Canada. P

That. thourrh the share awarded in terms of the.said Act to the Church of bcotl.md was
not so much as the ‘members of that Church' considered it entitled to receive in its' then
condition, yet as the country had been: long distracted with. the subject; and a scttlement - ..
of it was desirable for ‘the public good, they acquiesced in the dec131on, rather than that . . .
the qmtatlon should be p1olonfrcd to the rmmfest me y of' the peace 'md procperlty of the RH
colony SR
That the object of the attempt now mnde is to dxcpo=sesq the Chmch of Scotland and .
other religious ‘bodies of any participation’in the fund and‘lands specially. set apart © for the

- m‘untemmce of 1elxgxon and the advancement of Christian knowledge within the said: pro- -
_vince of Canada,” and thereby to w1thdmw from 1clmon that suppmt wlnch 1'c has lntherto o
L recelved from this source. . : .. L

"The evils which will result 'from the Jenewed dl=cussxon of tlns questlon are many and‘ |
and awakening the worst passions of rival _ parties, destroying all confidence in the security .
Parlmment ‘and, 3f the ‘proposal now made:be. carried - into, eﬁ'ect depriving many of the

scattered settlements throughout the provmce of religious’ ordinances altorrether, and’ lcavmn' :

of religious support, from sad.experience. it is.here. most’ mamfest that it would be utterlyy




