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he further apprehends, that in some time hence a change of the
laws relating to these subjects, and especially of those relating
to dower and the inheritance of land, would be highly beneficial
to this province, the present excessive subdivision of the lands,
by repeated partitions of them 'amongst numerous families,
being productive of considerable inconveniencies. But this,
he apprehends, need not be done at present; and he conceives,
that, if ever it should be thought adviseable to do it, it ought
to be done by a full and express declaration beforehand of the
time at which the proposed changes should take place, with a
power given to such persons as disliked them to prevent their
taking place in their respective families by express provisions
and agreements to the contrary, and should be accompanied
with such temperaments and modifications as should make the
adopting them be in a manner the voluntary act of the persons
who were affected by them. But for the present he conceives
it might be better to postpone those important changes, and to
revive the ancient laws of this province concerning inheritance and
dower, and the distribution of intestates estates, as well as those
relating to the tenures of land and the power and manner of
aliening and mortgaging and otherwise incumbring it. And
this one ordinance, reviving the said ancient laws relating to
landed property and the distribution of the effects of persons
who die intestate, would, as he conceives, be sufficient to preserve
the tranquillity of the province, and to give satisfaction to the
bulk of the Canadians: at least, he apprehends it would be enough
to begin with: and if, upon trial, it should be found necessary
to revive some other of the French laws that formerly subsisted
in this province, it might be done by another ordinance or two,
that might be passed for that purpose, when the necessity
of them should become apparent. By such an ordinance as is
above mentioned passed at present, and by the establishment
of an easy and cheap method of administering justice in this prov-
ince with sufficient expedition, he conceives that the far greater
part of your Majesty's Canadian subjects would be contented.
This therefore is what he humbly presumes to recommend
to your Majesty as the best method which he can suggest for
the settlement of the laws of this province, after the fullest
consideration of this difficult and important subject.
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