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204. For 185 of these, containing a total of 888 pages, the editor is personally responsible.

)

2 e e £
- <

o T i A | ANy

s e R | RTINS T s ST e o S

A few of them had been published in a Toronto newspaper prior to their appearance _

in this work, but the sketches so previously published were subjected to a thorough

revision, and in most cases a good deal of important matter was added. The remaining

' 16 sketches, containing an aggregate of 72 pages, are the work of five valued contributors,
The sketch of Sir John A. Macdonald was prepared by Mr. Charles Lindsey, of Toronto,

whose “ Life and Times of William Lyon Mackenzie,” published nearly twenty years ago,
made his name known from one end of this country to the other. The sketch of Sir

Geofce E. Carticr is the work of a writer well fitted for such an undertaking by his

personal acquaintance with t,hat gentleman durmg the latter’s lifetime. The sketches of
the Rev. Dr. Crawley, Sir Samuel Cunard, and the Hon. S. H. Holmes were contributed
by the Rev. Robert Murray, editor of the Presbyterian Witness, of Halifax, N.S. The
sketch of Sir Dominick Daly was written by Sir Francis Hincks, whose intimacy with Sir
Dominick during that gentleman’s residence in Canada, and whose active participation
in the political life of'the time render him peculiarly well qualified for the task: The
remaining contnbuto; Mr. George Stewart, jr., editor of the Quebec Chrowicle, a

" gentleman well-known to the Canadian pt_lbhc as the author of “Canada under the
Administration of the Earl of Duﬁ'erin,’: and of other valuable historical and literary -

works. Mr. Stewart's contributions consist of the sketches of Sir S. L. Tilley, The Hons.
A. G. Archibald, T. A. R. Laflamme, R. E. Caron, E. B. Chandler, J. C. Allen, C. E. B.
De Boucherville, H. G. Joly, T. W. Anglin, J. J. C. Abbott, Sir William Young, Mgr. Laval,

" and the Most Rev. John Medley. The editor deems it right to take this opportunity of

bearing public testimony to his high sense of the services of his friends above referred
to, and to the pleasant nature of his relations w1th them dunng the progress of this
work through the press.

 With respect to the literary execution of the work, it is hoped that it will be found

* to maintain the promises made on its behalf in the prospectus issued towards the close of '

the year 1879. “ In this country "—so ran the prospectus—*“ where pohtlcal issues develop

.stro‘ng sympathxes——and even preJudlcw—xt is of the first impertance that the sketches of

pubhc men shall be written with justice, and with entire freedom from political bias.
This diffieult task—-dlﬂicult more especially in the case of living persons—the editor will
endeavour fzuthfully to discharge.” It is scarcely to be expected that the editor’s estimate
will in every case meet with umversalla.cceptanee. It is believed, however, that no reader

will dispute the fatt that there has been an honest attempt to do justice to the character

q.n&.‘actioﬁs of every man whose life is delineated in these volumes.. It was a matter of
course that a work of such dimensions would not pass through the press without some
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