- work at such a low rate of. wages.

XXIX

Q. But what is the feeling of that class thhﬁect to competition
with Chinese labor in regard to their productions ¥—A. Well, the feeling,
of course, is.very strong against the Chingman—the same as “Would natu-
rally be the case in connection with any competltmn Even among white -
people similar results would follow, under like circumstances, with regard

* to manufactures or commerce, or any other line of business. There is no -

question that white labor.cannot compete with Chinese labor in the scale
of economy.. The white people cannot live \as cheap as the Chinese, or

Q. Could you point out any permanent adv nta,ge that would result -
from the retention of Chinese labor in the country -—A. I think that
Chinese labor is useful to a certain extent. It is\useful in opening man-
ufactures, and in opening any new work ; in cleating land for instance.
They are as useful as the Indians used to’ "be in former years, before the’
Chinese came into this country. At that time, we employed Iadians in

. clearing land at-a cheap rate of wages, and Chinamen would be usefdl in

thé same: way. Probably the Chinese could be utilized in starting boot:
and'shoe factories and tailor shops on a large scale, and in the makm(r of
sllxrtﬁall&clothmg They could be made useful in. many cases of’ that

kmd “ . R ~—-

Q. Doeq not the presence of Chmese labor interfere with the employ-
ment of young men and women I—A. Well, in our country we have very
few-women. - That is one of the evils that we have fo contend with. If

- we had the number of women which they have in this paxt of the country,

- -in favor of domg away with Chinese la.bcn altogether.

they would do all that kind of light work, and then, of course, I would be

Q. How cquld you expect young ‘men a.nd young wormen to go to the

.~ Province of British Columbia and to remain there, if they are brought

- into. competition with Chinese labor at such a low rate of wages, as to

prevent them earning the means of living =—A, Well, white labor must

. come down in price. That is & matter at any rate \vlupll must be brought
ahout. It is impossible to carry on any kind of work, either in connection .

with farming or with manufacturing at the present rate of wages, in our

- Province. . 'I‘he price of white labor must come down, in order to enable

us to carry on any works su(,(,essfully On the whole, T must say that I
am opposed to Chinese immigration, and I ‘would like to see measures
adopted which would prevent any more Chinaman commg into our country.

Q. Is there any further statement you would hke to make to the com-
nittee on this subject -—A. No; I would only say that a certain liinited

7
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number of Chinamen have been- usoful to the Province of British Columbm creased.

—-the presence of a limited number has been really useful, in my opinion ;

"but T would not like to see that number augmented in any way, I would

rather see it diminished, in justice to our populatlon of boys and girls who
are growing up.

Q. ‘Mr. Macdonald, you speak of the difference. between the price of Reasons for mgh

white labor and of Chinese labor; will you explain to the committee the

rice of white
abor in British

reason why suéh a high price is demanded for white labor I—-A. In ghe Columbia.

Province of British Columbia.

°

Q. Yes. ——-A Well, the people who came to the Province of British Co-

‘lumbla, some’ years a.go in the year 1858 brought with them old California



