
A FE PAES REPREDTO MY LADY'S TASTE
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Woman and War. not opposing war with ail her strength of sentiment and convic-

)UOH we have just *celebrated the festival of peace tion is ta assume that we hate that which harms us most. On

good-will, the theme of war seems ta be discussed this principle, man might be expected ta have a horror of the

~ b ac * highpn since the dark davs more punch-bowl and a rotddsiefrthe decanter. It is not war
mor W '"*' y
than ten years ago when Briton and Boer were making

havoc of the Transvaal. '1o woman, war is a frightful spectre,
for it means the destruction of home and the loss of the sturdy
young sons who have been the hope of the househoid. In his
address on "War and the Human Breed," Dr. J. A. Macdonald, of
Toronto, brings home most vividly and picturesquely the evils
of depietion-and exhaustion which. follow in the train of the fight-
ing troops. It is the fittest who go first, and those who are left
ta carry on the work of the race are the feeble and the handi-
capped. Loneiy Scottish giens, forsaken Irish valleys and de-
serted English villages are telling the same sad tale of the desola-
tfoon which follows the drafting of the regiment.

Perhaps you can recali the days of january and Februiary in
1900, when we gazed week after week on the pages of Engiish
iilustrated papers fiiled with photo-
graphs of young officers who had A n O tta w
falien on the veldt. How pathetically
boyish an-d brave they were, those
spirited faces of 'Britain's best
11-1 Il_ whnt a Phastlv larze

If we could see the actual battlefield or watch the wounded as they
were conveyed to shelter, the glamour whlich surrounds the strif e
would be ruthlessly dispelled.

Ruskin said once-and no one arose to contradiet him-that
if the guns which tore apart the bodies and the souls of men did
but crack the china in the drawing-rooms of England war would
disappear at once. A Californian critic quotes this famous asser-
tion once more and, concludes: "Those who suppose that the miii-

tary cutwiil be discouraged by the advent of women are building
upon theC sand."

However, in discussing the whoie rfatter of the growth of
peace sentiment it is Àrell to take large views and to remember
that the Europe of 1813 was far more heiligerent than the Europe

of 1913 is iikeiy to prove. Tennyson,
Hoste s -~who dreamed of the day when the

war-drum would throb no longer and
the battle-flag be furled, aiso re-
minded an impatient generation-

"Forward, then, but still remember
how the course of Time wil
swerve,

Crook and ,turn upon îtself in many a
backward strearning curve."'

The forces which make for peace
are working. silentiy but sureiy in
many of the dark places of the Earth,
and the war spirit of the future wili
be turned ta a constructive power.
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