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anxious for thbe safety of bis charge. His fears încreased
as tube sky dankeneci and the wind rose.

Casting off frein the wharf, Leiglitun burnied away in
searcl of bis fiends. He ladn't been gene many
minutes, wbeîî, te bis horron, ho ohsenx ed tube beat, with
the ladies atone in it, scudding eut freut tube inlet under a

flying jib, andi witb the rucider appanentty fouled by a sub-
morged sait. As the wind was new blowing a gale frein
tube nortul, the little boat, with its panic-stricken inutates,
wben itu emerged from tube iniet danteci down thbe lake witb
tube spoed of tube Furies. Leigituon hoistued every inch of
canvas bis yacht coulci safely carry, and bore betty down
in pursuit. As ho gained upen tube fugitives, ho sbeuted
te tbeut sonne words of encouragement, wicl they sadly
needeci, for, te, add te their friglit, nigbtu carne on and the
nain began te pour.

By thbe turne Leigituon overtueok the ladies, their boat
bad been diven uiles dewn the lake;- and the rescuer
saw tubat, as tbey bcd passed the up-going steamer, whicb
le baci vainly tnieci te interceptu, tube oniy thing now te
be doue was te seek sheltuer, as wetl as safety, in soute
accessible ceve. Drawing alongside, ho trausferred tho
ladies te bis own boat, teck theirs in tew, and steered for

* what seemeci a safe place te, land. As the stonut increased
there was ne tino te look for bouse or but, in whicb,
could they finci sudh, they migbt take shelter ; and of
course itu was eut of the question te beat up te Maplehunstu
in the face of tube wind. Whatever anxiotuy miglit ho felt
at the botel about the fugitives, the repent of those on tube
steamer, wbo saw tube rescue, Leigliton concluded, would
aitay fears. Itu was tuus, at any rate, tuat the yeung
at.stu easoned. Thougli tube ladies were not eniy fearful

of spending a niglit by the now gteomy shore, but were
apprebensive ef thbe effects ef the dreucbing whicb ahl had
neceived, they gratefuily, howeven, put tuenselves under
thbe charge of their galant and considerate rescuer.

Ere long Leighiton was lucky in strikinga a suitable intet.
Ceasting aleng its wind-sheltereci shore, ho was fortunatue
te finci an old camping -round, witb a sbelvirig rock
approactu from the watuer, and a rudely extemponized
whiarf. Ho quickly steered atongside, tied up bis boatu, geuu
thbe ladies eut, and, witb a natiter din iantern ligitu groped
lis way te a ceumlaratively commedieus shantuy wbicb ho
bad descried frein the landing. ibeugli desentued, the
shanty was fairly leau, and fotunateiy the roof was
weatbenproof.

Af ter lousing the ladies and securing the place as
much as possibte from the violence of the stenîn, Leigîtton
returned te the boatu te getu frein its leekor a bumidie of
slawls and rugs, whicli, in view of thle morrew's expedi-
tion tat hotu 3stowed titere that afternoon. Te leeker
aise containied the afternoon's purchasea atu tube vitlageo
a sîpply of coffee, biscuits and canned provisions. Retut-
ing witb tuese te the sbanty, and beiug a man of resource,
ho set abouît uaking a fire, wbich was now possible, as the

iutd ltad fallexi and the dark rain-cieuds bud blewn over
telake. He had tightus andi a hatchet, andi going a littie

star a freand tuene was ptentuy of driftu tituber on the

bhuzing losb aeanethen excursion inte the woods for

dry branches, as a nigbt's bedding for the ladies, and cut
nateial for a rudely constructed coucli.

lu tube meanwhiie tube ladies bad divested oach othen of
tFeir wet outer-garments and were now warming themselvou
ty the camp fine, wrapped in the dry sbawls whicb Leigh-
ten'si happy foretitougîtu haci provided. Bothl ladies bat
by this time recovereci fron their frigbt, and witb more
compiacency than could have been imagiuiec tuey resignet
tueiiselves te a night's todging in tube woods. If thoy bac
the leastu fear, Leigbton assured thon, ho weuld act au
sentinel by their lut, and ho playfuily added, tuat if they
had any appetite they wouidn't go suppeniess te beci. Tc
tieir creditu ho it said, they were toits auxieus about their
suppen than concenned as te how Leigliten wasi te spond
the nmgît. 0f tuis, tube young artist's disinterestuedntess,
net te ,:peak of bis galantry, gave hin ne condomn. At
aumy personat sacrifice ho was only tee happy in serviný
the îow idol of bis beant.

Whatu thougitus oif Leigliton tube wbile were coursinî
tureugh tube brain of the idol bersoîf, we eau but dim1
romjetture. Naturally eneugb,onber lips she bad notubin;
hmu ttîankf ulness for ber ewn and ber cempanien's deliverer
Ini ber beartu was there any feeling for him deeper tubar
gratitude î Turne, aided by a chance discovory on tub
nmtrrew, was ene long tue disclese.

Iu tube meautime supper baci been partaken, they bac
glo thonsel vos cheerily warmed by tube fine, tube storin ha(
lmowît past, and tube scene was brigtened 'by tube adventu
a fui l moon. Long tube tbnee s4t by tube blazing togs

Leigliton enivening tube evening by teling thon, bi
r-quest, tube stury of bis life, and recountîng a number c
adventuures le at varions times bad met witub in tube woods
lu tube recital of tube events in bis own histury, botul ladies
and, neeci we say itu ? tube Lady Mercedes eapecially, mani
festued a lively intereatu. That Leigituon bad in tube beautu
fut widow a rapt litener, tube sweetu pensive face besid
hum, on whicb tube ueen andi tube blazing pile ahane, ani

* tube occasional interruptions of ber sympatubetie voice, wer

gratifying poof.Like Othello, when retating toDei

roceiving Lady Mercedes' compassionato intereat.
The niglit was fan advanced ere tube little greup hy thl

camp-fine breke up, andi Leigliton at lastu ungec tube ladut
* tue aeek rest. Up te tube present ho bad net been in

lunny te see tien retire for tube niglit, for wituh the pasain

of the storut, and the advent of the clear full moon, lie had in.
net abandoned the hope of getting back to the hotel with si(
bis change. Tlo this projoct the rough water in the lakelwas th
the only obstacle, coupled with the timidity of the ladies to ar
undertake wbat to their niind was a bazardons trip. The th
idea was therefore abandoned, and with a cordial good-night n
to the artist, whicb ex pressed no little gratitude for thoir th

preservation and comparative comfort, tho ladies retired to i
their cabin. Their pretector renewed the logs on the camp- tO
fire, donned a big tarpaulin over bis great-coat, and set bis hi
companions tbe example of composedly wooing, on a lied w
of pîne twigs, sweet repose for the nigbt. i

rn
CHAPTER 111,

LEIGHTON was early abroad the next moi ning,' not only 8
te renew the caimp-fire, but te look ahroad for the defici- a
encies of bis beat's larder, as material for breakfast. After f
booking and preparing for tbe frying-pan, a good-sized
trout, bie set out in the row-boat to explore the cove in r

which they bad found shelter for the niglit, and to pro- t

cure, at a settler's farmnlbe espied near by, fresb milk and t
rolîs for brcakfast. Securing these and a few other dainties 1
te tempt the matutinal appetite, lie returned te the landing
in time te have ail prepared ere the ladies were abroaci and
bad completed their camp toîlot. Wheni the al/resco nîcal

was neady, bis interesting charges appeared on the scene,
sbouting' a gay morning accost, and prof use in their assur-
anices that they bad enjoyed a most coifortable and undis-
turbed rest. They commended Leigbten for bis thouglit-
fn];ness in foraging se s uccessfully for their morning meat,F
and playfully compliimented lin on bis attaininents as a f
xaid-in-waiting and cook. Leigliton rejoineci by teliingt
thein that bis proficiency in the culinary arts would be
best gauged by the extent of the meal the ladies nade and f
their honest enjoynient of it. He bcd net long te wait for1
the practical uvidences that their appetites were unimipaired t
and that the breakfast was appreciated.

The day opened auspiciously, tîtougli the take was still
nougli - and after breakfast tbey ail concluded tîtat tbey
would 'bein ne burry te return te Maplehuist. ie woods
were inviting te walk i n, and round their ide of the ceve
there was a beautiful shingly beach. flore Leigliton took
a stroîl, tirst witb Lady Mercedes, wbo was in the gayest
of spirits, and later on with the equally brigbt and viva-
cieus Mrs. Kinglake. The latter spoko gaily of the novel

iexperience tbey bad had over niglit, in wbat site calieci
1 'the wilds of Canada," and teok occasion te say te Leigb-
toit bow muchbobth sbe and Lady Mercedes were indebted
te him for tus moete thait brotberly solicitude aindîaîîy
acta of kiiie4s. 'fhiclatiigylts atventure seemieilte
create a boitd, wiicb tîad tiot hitherte existed, between titis
lady and the artist ; and in proof of thîssaite conided te
bis bungry ear net eniy some facts about bier widowed
companion's early life, but gave humi soute hints in explana-
tien of the Lady Mercedes' iil-disguiied interest in hitu-
self.

The Lady Mercedes, she toid lim, was the only daughi-
3ter of an old aid once weattby niember of tbe British
3Peerage, who wisbed te improve bis fortunes by bis

daughter's allying berseif in itiarniago with a wealthy
tneigbbour, wbo lad become posse8sed of some of the

family estates and agreed te aurreuder titeii as the pnico of
,f the Lady Mercedes' tîand. This neigbbouring nagnate

8 was an objeet of loatbuîtg te bier fiend, on account net only
-of a stain on bis miorai chanacter but becauso bie was

d slightly defonîned. Anether neason for lier antipatby te
e the proposed suitor lay in the fact that she bad already loat
d ber heant te a young Scottisb artist, named WilLon, whom
d site bad met on the continent, and with whoni, te escape the
's huncbback-tover forced upon bier by bier father, sho eloped

y and uarried. Untmlappily, continued Mrs. Kinglake, bier-
o conjugal life, in consequence of a beant-ending occurrence,

r dîd net extend beyond the briof boneymeen. The loving
d culaften the clandestine marriage, had gone frein Scot-

4,land direct te Swïtzerland, wlere tbey liaci first mot, and
,t where the ttappy groom wisbed te nake soute sketches, te be
g added te in the Tyrel, and afterwards worked up for the

Academy.

9 The Wiltons soon proceeded te Innsbruck ; thare af ter a
y bief bah, tbey set eut for a village atu the foot of the
ýg mouintains. ilere they wandered over thbe Alps, sorte-

r.tiiues witb a guide, and sometimes witbout, both enjoying
,n the magnificent. spectacle daily before their eyes, and
te the young busband securing a portfoio of sketches of

soute of the finest art-bits in the vicinity. One day, in
.d the1fourth woek of thbe honeymnoon, the two youngy people,
AI as usual, titarted off for tube atist-husband's sketchine-b
)f ground, but firstu turneci amide te witness a meuntaineer's

, wedding, at a chapel atu the foot of an ascent in tho
)y Alps which the Wiltons intended making later on in thbe
if day. Young Wilton made soute studios of the pictur.
s. esque group round tube aitar iu the chapel, bis lovely bride

S, -ber busbanci being bimself ef the Roman faitl-join-
t- ing devoutiy in the service. Before the ceremony was
i- over, the artist came and knelt by tube ide of bip wife.
e Alas ! it was the ast actu of 'worsbip the loving and
id hitherto inseparable couple were togetuber te take part in.
'e After leaving tube chapel thbe Wiltons proceedeci with
s- their design, te ascend te a new rogien in tbe nieuntains,

of accompanieci by the officiating pniestu of tîhe district, who
was ging te a menastery beonci the Oleicben Pass, andi

e wbo underteek te show the Wiltons over part of the road.
es Han-im-baud the two yeung people cimbed the steep
a ascent, tube artismu lover turning every new and then te tube
g good father te ask information as te tube nearts of readli-

ýg points in the mountains, where, in subsequent excur-
ions, hie might set up bis easel. At last they camne to

te pass which was to detacb tho priest froin the party,
nd here, on a jutting crag overlooking a deep gorge,
brough which dasheda raging torrnteWlosdtr
mined to rest for a while, and now said farewell to,
their father-guide. Before the priest had gone hâif a
mile on his way, the artist, seeking a point froin which
to sketch the defile at his feet, daningly ventured to plant
uis sketching-stool on an insecure footing~ in advance of
wbere bie had lef t bis wife ; and, while the latter was cati-
ing to him to retrace bis steps the jutting le(lge suddenly
,ave way and the lover-husband fell witb tbe clislodged
mas-, of rock te the bottom.

The piercing cry of the terror-stricken wife, as she
*aw what bad happened, reached the ear of the priest
and bastily recalled bim to lier side. Ris first cane waR
for the unbappy wife. She bad fallen to the ground in a
swoon, and it was someutiîne before tbe good father could
recall bier to consciouaness. Witb great nerve she realized
that she imust brace berseif to neturn to the village, an(l
there get help to undertuke the search for lier husbanid.
In this she was greatly assisted by the compassionate
priest, whose beart was wrung by the agonîzed look of
the poor beref t creature whom lie conducted back to the
village.

I e au tell you nothing more connectedly," said Leigli
ton's companion, as sie walked the beachb'y bis side;Il"the,
whole subsequent story, she added, is se pitiful. Mer-
cedes' busband's romains were neyer found, and it is sup-
posod Éthat they were swept away by the torrent at the
foot of the gorge into which bie was se cruelly precipi-
tated. For weeks the poor desolate wife baunted the place
refusîng tolie removed and piteously refusing to bo coui-
forted. 1 and my husband," said Mrs. Kinglake, IIwho
loved Mercedes almnost as îuucb as we loved each other,
tardily heard of wbat bad happened, and, bastening froin
England to the Tyrol, insisted on taking the disconsolate
widow fi-oni the scene of bier broodîng trouble. For six
months afterwards we travelled about witblber, te
ondeavour to divert bier mind, but at, first we only partly
succeeled. We then ail returned to England, and Mercedes
bas since lived witb us, witb the occasional visit to a
ricli aunt, as a dearly loved sister., After wbat I bave
told you," confidently renîarked Mrs. Kinglake te ber
syînpatbetic auditor, -'voit will understand, f daresay, tlhe
interest Mercedes foels in the artist profession, anîd bow
strangely she) was affected by the Iirst 4igit, of you ini the
chapel at Quebte. Mercedes indeed told ine that the
meeting with you reiiinded bier riucli of the wedding
sene whjcb she andI ber husband liad witnessed ut the
foot of the~ Tyrol mnountains witbin a few heurs of bis
dreadful deatb."

I spoke just now," rosumod Mrs. Kinglako, I"of
poor WilLon's deatb; but 1 must toil you of a rather odd
circuinstance in thte unhappy story, to lielp to unravel
whicb bas partially brouglit Mercede.s eut wjtb uis te
Canada. She bas a curious idea that bier husband is stili
alivo, but that bie received such injuries in bis fail froin
the ciff as prevonted hit fromît letting bis wife knew of
bis escape from death, and thiat those injuries se preyed
upon bis nind, always sensitive to physical defermity,
that lie imposed siilence upon bis rescuors rather than bo
taken bau-k, a bodridd'n hunchback, to bis beautiful anti
queenly wife. This idea poor Mercedes bas entortained
for years ; and it found a deeper lodgmnent in bier iiiind,
curiously enougb," continued Mrs. Kinglake, Ilaf ter read-
ing an accoutit in an Emigiish magazine of a siiiiilar inci-
dent, happening in Central Anierica, aud tbe details of
which, woven into a story, were contributed te the maga-
zine by a lady, residont, 1 believo, in your Canadian
North-West."

Why," inteirupted Loigbiton, Ilthat story was not by
a lady ; it was written by mie. Was it not in Beigravia
Lady Mercedes read it, and the signoti naine of the author
was Francis Leigliton "

IlWhat; do you really say so' intem-posed Mrs.
Kinglake. "But the autbor's Christian naine was a
woman's. It was Frances."

IlYes, you are quito rigbt," rejoined Lieighton, "lbut
the printor made a mistake of a letter-an 1 e ' for an
1i4' and 1 didn't rectify the error, tbinking that it,
would hoe an advantage to le;tve the publishers unider
the impression that their Canadian contributor was a
lady. "

" Well! well 1 this is a surprise inideed," said Mrs.
Kinglake, Iland se yoe are the author of the story. 1
mnust nun and tell Mercedes."

At this juncture, as Mrs. Kinglake hurried off to find
bier companion, a boat-full of people from. Maplehurst
pulled into the bay in searcli of the storm-bound fugitives.
In the boat were the man and the boy wbo were in charge
of the ladies on the previous afternoon, and who, beforo
the storin so suddenly swept down upon the lake, had
gone ashore in Morgan's Bay te, pick a few wild rasp-
bernies, leaving the ladies in the boat, which was tigbtly
tied te a log at the landing. They bad been witnoss to
the scene which occurrod, of a gust of wind snapping the
worn rope wbich utooreci the boat, and the speedy drifting
out to the lake of the amaîl craft, with its balf-frenzied
occupants. Their own dismay was allayed, they informeci
Leigliton, when they saw bis boat scudding past the
entrance to the bay, bearing the artist to the rescue ; and
tbey were further nelieved in their minds wben, af ton a
long tramnp tbrough the woods back to the botel, tbey
beard that the steamer in its up bound trip bad reponteci
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