L

.————-—*

THEHH CAINADIAN FARMIAER.

RVZV IV

OFFICKRS OF THK ONTARIO BKR.
KEEPERS' ASSOCIATION,

Presldent, Mr. B. Corneil, Lindsay; 1st Vice
Prosident, J. U, Hall, \Woodstock; 2ud Vice-
YProsldent, Dr. Thom, Stroetarillo: Becretary-
Treasurer, Mr. Jacob Sypance, Yoronto,
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tars-Troasurer. 23 Parllamnont St., Toronto.
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BEE KNEMIES,

I'he good bice as otber good things, hath
many chemics, from which she needs your
help 10 defud her, viz.: 3, the mouse,
2, woudpecker, 3, the eparrow, 4, the tit.
mouse, 5, the swallow, 6, the hornet, 7, the
waxp, 8 the moth, 9, tho suail, 10, the
emit, 11, the epider, 12, the toad, 13, the
freg, 14, the other bee, 15, the weather,
But not apy ona of these, nor all the rest
togethes, do half so much barm to tho
beus a9 the bees  “U'hey make the greatest
spoil of Leea and honey ; for as they of
the 2ameo hivoe live in iuviolable peace, one
with another, so have they no intercourse,
no friendship or scciety with others, but
are ysther at popetual war, defiance, and
deadly feud with them. Io fight they are
fisce, ard in victyry meciliss, Within
the space of a day ortwo ; yea, of an af-
terndon svumetimes, if the hive be open
that they may have easy passage to and
fre, they wiil have 2d him clean, and
therefure ail Lees of all enemies do most
dread stragge lees, kuowing well in what
danger they are, to be robled by them of
godinnd life.  Tins robbing i3 practiced
a the yar. In winter, as oft as the
westher 3 farr 2ud wanm, some will be
prowling alread, and soino ore =o thievish-
Iy disposd that cll the summar Jorg they
will be filcking sbould ey gioforit. In
the spriug they sre mors earncst 1o repair
their deeaydd store, and therefore, now
have au ¢y¢ un’o thav, and 1o defend the
weaker swatmas from thar viclot iater.
uptisne,

Thaoce 2alls that have lost their queen or
tou inany of their compavy, or are offend-
ed with the corruptness of their combs, or
do di-kike tti, stacding for coldness, manst-
nesx, mustines or uofavoriness, as taking
no plecsare in thr lives, do now easily
tuff rtbemsdves to bo robhed. aud if none
wil! come to rob thew, will on some fair
dav ga away together, leaving homa and
houey and youvg ones belind them. Toe
rabbera ar~ thought t¢ be pour awacms,
which hive uot provided themselves for
winter ; but indeed fitter ta he robbed
than to be sobbere. Thereis no thief to
the rich tbief, yer by hook or by crook,
though they have enough and more than
coougb, they wilt hiave more although the
poor starve forit. When the thieves be-
ginto come thck, and the trec bees per-
ceive themselves to be aseanited by many,
they suddenly wmsko an outery, and isan-

* ing out Ly troops, propare themsclves to

battle. Siamue keep the gates, some fly
about to ace whal’s done there, and some
begin to grapple with tho enemy; and
soon in heat of batile, you hear more

shill and sharp notes, as it wers of a flate,
During tima of this battle the wasps (like
vtl urer) prey upon the dead carcasses
The battle being ended by repuleo of the
cnewmy, they draw togethér at the city
gatee, and there they buz on to one an.
other, a8 if in their language they did talk
of the fight, and commend to one another
for their fortitude,

The robbers not prevailing that day,
will up next day, 20 eoon as it is light, and
do make a fresh assault, The bees find.
fog tho enemy among them, are up in
arma, and s0 hegin the second akirmish
which without taking the city or the over.
throw of the assailants’ contirueth until the
very darkness part them. [ know your
desire is to know bow to succour the true
men, cither by proventing _sis dangerous
conflict, or by roscuing them in the aame.
Many practices bhave been tried ; some
cast dust, somo drink among them, The
one whereof does no ygood ; the other
barm ; for drink makes them smell alike,
80 that true men cannot know the thieves
from their fellows, If the usual belps are
1o helps, what helps are there then ?

et e A
DYSENTEQY~-SYRIANS,

Much has been writtsn of late on the
canses of bee diarrahca or dysentery, and
coxflicting theories bave been advocated.
It is quito posiible that there are elements
of truth in all, or nearly all, of the theo-
ries advanced. [ do not propose, in the
present article to theorize, except in a very
small measure, but to give a few facts that
may be taken, with other facts, as the
hasis of theorizing by others.  For several
years past the bees have not had diarrkea
to auy considerable extent, and last winter
wy 45 colontes camo through the winter,
(except o fow that starved) without any
mgn of that dreaded disease. The coloniea
that perished were evidently prrfectly
healthy until they ran out of provisions
and died of starvation.

But now I come to the principal fact to
which T with to call attention. In the lat-
ter part of April, and for some days after
the first of May a msjority of my colonies
were diseased, Does in considerable num.
bers would crawl on! of the hives so
bleated and weak that they could not fiy.
Some of them would discharge their feces
on the front of the hive, and others would
2ie without discharging,  Just before this
time, acd, m fact, wiile the disease was in
progrese, there was o good yield of hopey,
and the bees were rearing comiderable
quantities of brood. Tae diseaced bees
were nearly all youvg, the most of them
laving never been out of the hives until
they came out to die. Cbolonies having
sealed as weil as unsealed honey suffered
equally with others that were nct so well
supplicd.

{t is mapifst that the causes usually as.
signed fur dysentery—cold, long confine-
ment, dampuess, alc.,—c uld not have
caused the diseage in this case, for none of
than were present. It must have lLeen
some quality of the food. The diseased
Lees were full of pollen, as young bees
genernlly are. The pollen was gathered

mostly from willows, which, within range|

of tho bees, grow in great varioty and wast
numbers.  Ae enough honey to meet the
daily demands of the bees was being gath.
ered, no old pollen or honey was being
consumed. If, therefore, the food was the
cause of the trouble, it wasin the newly
gathered supplies. olieving that the di-
sease waa caused by some deleterions qual.
ity of the faod, I predictd that as soon as

the bees should begin to work cn apple
blossomas it would disappear ; and my ex-
pectation was fally realiz:d.

I have, in former years, observed symp.
toms of the sama kind, about the same
time in tho year, but never belore were
my bees o serlously effocted. They now
sppear to by perfectly heslthy, but they
are of cautre, not quite as strong in num.
bers as they would haye heen had not so
many been }ost.

TEMIKR OF SYRIAN BEXS

The Syrians are constantly growicg in
favor with me. The complaints of thejr
tembver grow out of fallure to understand
them. I have two strains of them, one
from Mount Lebanon, and the ther from
Southern Palesting, and I find no great
difference in their temper. I consider
them more gentle, and mors emstly
handled, than the Italisns, If you want
to get in a first-class mussgive s colony of
Syrians & good smoking, and then try to
handle them, Smoke, eepecially if much
be used, angers them ; aud when aroused
to aunger they are hard casea to deal with.
IThandle mine without u ing sny dmoke,
except sometimes to blow in s little, very
gently, just asthe honey board is lifted
up. OftenI do not light my smoker at
all. Oa the 26th ult, desiriug to find a
queen, I lifced out all the combs of a
strong colony, and not finding the queen
the first time, [ weat over all of them
again ; and not a bee attempled to sting
except one that I accidentally squeezed. I
am quite sure that I bave not an Italian
colony that could be 20 handled with a like
result, Of course care must ba taken not
to jar them or bapdle them roughly, es-
pecially when the hive is fint opendd.
Thaere is httle difference in the temper of
the pure Syrians, and thoss cromed with
Italisns. The latter are superb bees fer
business. 1 balieve they will beat Me,
Heddon's business bees.~B. K. Guide
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EXTERMINATION OF FOUL BROOD.

BY A. M. GANDER,

In consideration of the existence and
spread of foul brood in Lanawee connty, 1
would request every bee-keeper, to make
sure that the disesse would not exiat ; or
if it does to take prompt action against
its epreading over the country, Al hives
which contaiued diseascd colonies shounld
not be lelt where olher Lbees can have ac-
cesa to them (by curying away what
boney there is left in them, and the germs
of the disesse with it,) but they should be
bailed thoroughly, or burnicg them would
be better.

Bee-keepers cannot be too carefal about
the spreading of this diseate. It may ex-
ist among their bees, and they not krow
it until their apiaries. are nearly ruined,
Every bee-keeptr who cares to keep his
baes, should giva them & thoraugh exami.
nation and know certainly whether they
are diseased or not. Some bee-keepers
are 100 careless to pay the least atteation
to their bees, and do not know that there
is anything the matter with them until the
bees are dead,

There are but few of this class of
bee-keepers who kuow what caused
the death of their bees; and
whbat is worse tuan all, they allow

"the hives to remain for other bees

to carry away the foul-broody honey, snd
spread the disease in every ditection. Such
men as these will bave to be looked after
by others who are more interested ; and
where they will not give the matter the

necesary attention, after belog properly
informed, they will have to be dealt with
according to tho law of the State. But
how wuch better it wounld be if all would
look te their own interests and cradicate
tho disease wherever it exiata,

We bave s foul brood commissioner in
this county (Mr, D, G. Eliviston, of
Adrain), whoss duty it is to «xamine becs
whenever callid upou by & written re.
quest according to law, It is the wish of
every cateful apiarist that this matter by
attended to at once. Better havo them
aitended to mow than to lose y our hees by
tbis disease, wbich is aure to happen if left
to pursue its owa course, Thera is plenty
of the diseass throughout the tounty aud
the sbove caution will apply to any
county.

WHO AHOULD XxKP BEES.
{Contributed.)

The question is often asked, who should
keep beeel I answer, every farmaer
abould keep a fow, enough to supply his
fumily with what honey they caa use, and
this article will bs mosily devoted to the
farmer, and I will try and write an’ article
for the benefit of the professional bee-
kesper hereefter, Of conise the farmer
cantot, and ought 10t to keep bees to su -
%ly the town and city markets ; they
should Ieave tbis for those who make bee-
keeping their business, He cannot adopt
and work all the modera improvements
and appliances made use of by the pro-
femtoual beekeeper, He wants the cheap-
est and simplest bive and method he can
get. He wants to let all the patent bives

Alone and get down his abot gun asaoon as

& patent hive man comes around, for thay
are all around the country, bumbugging
aud swiundling tte farmers. The best hive
I know of for the farmer, is the improved
Lang-Stroth hive, arranged for taxin:
hopey in the two-jound section boxes.
These can be obtained of the bee-keapers’
supply dealers who aro located in tho lags
townsand cities, but they can be succcss-
ful in obtaining honey for tho family use
with a simple box.hive mads twelve 1nches
square apd fourteen izches deep, witha
inch thick buard on top with two slotscuc
9 icchea loog and § in. wide, for the pas.
age of bees 1nto boxes placed on top fur
+he storage of honey. These boxes should
be G 1cches deep, of a aiza for two to cover
the hive, the cover to be large enough to
slip over the hive and rest on cleats nailed
sronud tho hive inch from the typ, Tae
lumber thonid be dressed on bath sides
and painted with two coats of goud paint,
The more att:mion the bees receivr, ths
‘better retuns will they gire, ‘They
should have a gouod place prepared for
them near the bouse and not too much
shaded. The hives shonld face east cr
west, and should haveibe sun meat of the
dsy. The ground for some distance
around them should bs kept clear of weeds
and grass, aud this can be best dous by
making tbe ground forme :0 distance
around smooth aud level aud coverivg
spout aix inches deop wirh fresh sawduar,
A good place for b:s woull beon 1hy
south side of a fence and a good roof put
over thew, and boarded dewn from the
roof on the front side, about to the top of
the hive. DPlace the nives only three o
fiur inches from tbe ground with the bot-
to 2, board projecting in front, four to six
inchcs  They should staud at lesst three
feet apart. To protect them tbrough the
winter, early 1o October examine them
and see that they haae plenty of honey to
winter ou. Remove the laney hoxes and
cover the nassage through the top with
.scme (pot too thick) clotb, take the cap
and fitl it with fine cut straw or chafl,
$1ck over the mouth of the cap s)me cloth
to Keep the filling in ana place it on the
bive. Then pack cloeely all around the
hive and on top with good- straw or hay,
ouly leaving the front of the hive opexw.
Corn stalks set closely around the hives
make & good pretecion.  Keep the pack-
ing avround until the seitled warin weather
in the apriog, and leave the packiog in the
cap until it gets quite warm. You need
bave no fears gbout, the bées wintering
well i¥ prepared in this manner.

1 will treat of the care of honey and ils
uses, fceding when short of stores, 2ud of

the bee wmoth in another paper, RURAL




