890

THE - COMMERCIAL..

Crops in Minnesota and the Dakotas

Tho farmers to the south of the boundary
have alro suffered much on account of tho ex
cossive rains this season. A correspondent of
tho Northwestern Miller, writing from Grand
Forks says ‘The newsof most vitalimportance
from this section pertaius to the crops, which
can not bo said to bs, on tho wholo, ina
promisiog condition. Much land, both in
South and North Dakota, has been sown
without plowing, and, in many fields, the
woods have already chouked vut the grain so
badly that the land will either bo plowed and
resown to later grains or summer fallowed.
Wet weathor, which would not alluw farmers
to gat at work early, hLas made it impossible
for more than on half of the wheat acreage of
last year in the Red River valley to basown
to wheat this year. ‘The crop is very baek:
ward, aud weeds have the start of tho graia.
That the crop will be much less than an
averagzo oup is an assured fact, as, in a fow
of tho richest wheat counties nat over 20
per cent of wheat can be gotten into the
§roun{1. Seeding will be protty well over by

une 1.

California Raisin Sitnation.

The developmerts in the Califurnia raisin
market during the past week or two have
been iuterestir g Although there has beon
nothing like a speculative movoment for
somo time past, stucks have gune s freely
into counsumption, on account of the excep-
tionally low prices that have been quoted as
accoptable, that at tho present time the
supplies 1o first hands have been reduced to
a minimum, Iafact, it is generally reported
that the total st.ck in New Yok is less than
forty cars of luose wuscatels, including tho
holdiogs of both first and second hands, and
at the present rate of consumption it is
expected that this will all gu out bafore the
middle of July. A year agoat this time
there were over 100 cars in first hands, bus
it was disposed of before new guods arrived.

Acrording to the latest advices from. the
coast the stock remzaining thero is small, and
holders in iateriur markets appear t» have
very little. Philadelphia, it is roported, has
been yuits w (ree buyer here within the last
fow days, particularly of two-crowns.

The tone of tho market hero 1s very firm
and tendency of prices upward. A material
advance in quotations is provented, however,
by the offerings of inferior gocds at com-
paratively low prices. Tho cheap stock,
which formse part of the forty carsabove
referred to, is scattered, and for that reason
has more 1nfluence than if i1t were 1 the
hands of ono or two parties.

It is gencrally held that tho noxt crop will
come on a virtually bare market, and tho
trade is looking for much higher prices next
fall than have prevailed for several past sea-
sons, as the crop is expected to bo late and
smaller thac that of 1891 and 1895 un ace unt

f tho frosts this sprirg New York Com-
mercial Builetin.

Triumph of Southern Gotton Mills.

Tho announcement was mado in tho tele-
graph the other day that thoe Lawrenco Manu-
facturing Company of Lowell, Mass.. ono of
tho largest manufacturers of cotton goods in
Now England, had determined to stop mak-
ing cloth catirely, ono half the mill clusing
down, and leaving only tho hosiery works in
oporation. Tho Lawrenco mill is tho first to
lead off in this matter, but it is cxpected
that mavy others, especially these engazed
1n tho manufacture of the coarser grades of
cotton cloth, will follow suit.

Thoy havo beeh stroggling for the last
throo ycars against the advautages of the
Southern mills, which allow the latter to
turn out the coarse cotton goods very much

cheapor. Labur iu the suuth is cheaper Ly
8v per cent. and the svuthern manufacturers
ouyuy an advautage of frum 1§ to 2conts a
pound on their  Now Eogland computiturs,
With those advantages it was impossible for
tho New England mills to Loop up with thom.
They have been struggling un, hopiog for
sutue change that would put thom on their
feot again, but the surrender of tho Lawranco
company, and its determination to closeits
mills shows that they have given up the idea
that thev can ever compete with the South.

The fact that the Southern mills have beon
ablo to keep runmag during a periud of the
greatost depression over known in the United
States as siguificant cnough to the Now
Eogland manufacturers. ‘They have been
runoing, too, on full time, many of them
nizht as well as day to fill orders, while thoir
Nurthern cumpetitors have been compelled to
shut down night and left. They have boen
making dividends of from 12 to B0 per cent ;
and not only have new mills been erected.
bat theuld vues have been enlarged. —Now
Orleaus Times Damocrat.

Chicago Packer Hides

Tho big Chicago packers are now, in tho
vernacular of the stock yards, on the *sunny
side uf Easy strest.,”” They expscted t sell
off their March aud April hides at higher
tigures, but the general cunditivn of business
checked the hide boom and the packers were
giad w unlvad w the lecather company at
tho best bid the buyer of that coucern was
williug to make  Now that old accumala-
tivus are disposed of the quotations are
buomiog agais, the advauce being predicted
upon the undoubted small supply of hides in
the country and the choico short-hzired con-
diuon of tho pressut take-uff. The receat
sales have been greatly exaggerated. The
purchases of last week amounted to less than
75,000 hides all told, but some of the Eastern
papers placed the quantity at 15u,uv0. The
leather company has bought large quantities
of dry hides, which some writers have mixed
with the purchases of Western sreen saltod
hides.

There is unduubtedly a struoger tone to
leather in all tho martkets and largo sales
have Leeu mado. Shue aud haruess maoa-
facturers are ovidently realizing that the
severe cartailment of tanning has at last
diminished the available supply of leather. -
Shoe and Leather Roview.

—————

Two-cent Hogs.

The prico of hogs is now lower, wo bolieve,
that it has since the fall of 1878, We have

a very distinet recollection of selling in one
day $500 worth at 2¢ per 1, and it astonished
us to sco what a pile of thom it took
to mako up that 8500. Wo remember in
1853 when hogs sold in Tllinois at 31.75 per
hundred, and the farmers then felt poor,
mdeed. Wo are apt to conclude that when
prices aro Iv - they will stay there or grow
lower, and forget that since 1873 wo had o
lcog spell of selling hogs on the farm at5c
and Ge per 1b. Solomon ouce said, we boliove
it was Solomon, that *‘ what has been, will
be.” or words to “hat effect, and that * there
i3 nothing new uader thosun." Weo some-
times think that it cases up a little when
wo look back at prices that aro Jower than
thoy aro now. and remember that thoss low
prices did not last. and in tho nature of
things cuuld not. It mmust bo remembered
that in 1878 a dollar was not.we¢ th as much
as 1t 1s now, and that even this small amuunt
of money did not go as far in purchasing the
comnforts ur neeessiticsof lifc as a like amount
will to-day. Tho only thing to do 18 to grow
better hogs, and decresss in gvery way tho
cust of pruduction, knuwing that tho lower
hogs are tho moro room there is for thom to
riso, which, in tholight of a1l past experience,
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they certaiuly will. The lower thoy becone
tho greator will be the domand abroad, aud
tho wider tho market will be in the future.
—From Waliace's Farmer, Chicago.

WALKER HOUSE.

The mant conveniently located Hotel in Toronto
One Block from Union Rallway Depot
A first-clags Faully and Commercial House
Torme fromm 82 aa Day
DAVID WALKER, ProrsixToRr.

Corqer York and Front Sts,, TORONTO, Ont

No Trouble

to furnish information about
~plendid Service offered via
“The North-Western Line”
from Minneapolis. and St.
Paul to Milwaukee and
Chicago—it’s a pleasur.. If
you c.ntemplate a trip
East, please drop a line to
T. W, Teasdale, General
I assenger Agent, St. Paul,
and receive 1llustrated kol
der, Free,. with detailed
mformation ahout the three
superb trains leaving Min-
neapolis and St. Paul every
day in the week, for Mil
waukee and Chicago together
with any special information
you may desire. Your
Home Agent will sell you
tickets via this first class
line and reserve you Sleep-
ing Car Berths in advance,
on application.

WISGONSIN CENTRAL

LINES.

LATEST TIMX CARD.

Daily Through Trains.

12.45 pm' 4.25 pm!Ly Minneapolls. Az
133 pm} 7.06 pm|Lv. St Panl Ar
$.05 pmjLr.

8.40am| ¢ 20
8.00 am! 3.60pa

Tickets 30ld and bagg: check a2
polode {n the Unlted Stal:‘:nd &‘:Lthmugh v

Close connoction made In Ch!
Povoped puivy lugoviﬂulltnlm:dx>

t,r!‘or tall toformation apply 10 your nearset ticke! agwt

JAS. . POND,
Geo, Pans. Agt. Wilwaukeo, W



