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Collections ducing the Sin day am,.uuited ta $îî5, and the
ainounit realized ýat dLe tea meeting w'as s:omething over
$125.

[N a notice of Principal MacVicac's lecture in Guelph last
Week, the Mes-cury siys : He pointed out that there was a
8SPirit ai unbelief abraad, as seen in the social di-contens
wlhich at present exists and in the antagoaism which it
daily grai-cNitg sironger betweeti riVê and poar. Fie dwelt
Onl this at some length, ansd showed tîsat the tendency cJ
the age was toward a greater cleavage between these twa
classes ;that the ricb were bccoining cicher, and the paor
Porer ; that in modern life monopolies and combinations
and great corporations wece the order ai the day ; that
People wece go'dtirg farther away from the simpler modes
ai lufe, and that the rage nowaclays %vas for show and
wealth, and cailing evecything by big namnes. Tise same
thing was noticeabie in religious matters. Ricb mea wanted
fine churches, a grand cere-noniai, white a cheaper Gospel
With its messige ai salvation was ca-sidered goce enougli
for the po)or man. AIl this fostered a spirit ai discontent
asnang the great mass ai the people, and gave risc ta comn-
binations among themn sometimes as tyrannicai as the
tYranny ai wealth and monopoly. Then reference was made
ta evils visible in aur cburches-how unbelief was iostered
by seeing these aiten rent asunder by minor différences, and
Squabblirg over matters ai detail ; hy the spcead ai scepti-
Cal and debasing literattîre, by a spuriaus oeitheticism ; by
the efforts ta carrupt the dailv press*and such magazines and
reviews as occupy the higher fields ai literature ; by attempts
ta corrupt the teachintz in colleges and universities, and
even in the lowec depariments ai education, and in many
Other ways wbicb the lecturer painted out. Fie then went on
ta show bow this spirit ai unhelief was ta be met. It shauld
flot be met in a timid or fearful spirit, for bad we not trutb
and right and God and religion on our side ? These are
eternal, and cannot be destroycdl. We had Christ on aur
Side, wbich was the great iact in human histary, and on
Ii- as aur rallyin-point we sbo)ulfl manufest a courage and
Power in confessing Flim at ail times and under aIl circum-

-stances. The lecture was ai a very high order. It was a
fearless exposuce ai the sins, the weaknesses and lollies ai
the age, and on the other hand pointed witb unecring band ta
the influences by which these can be counteracted and men
and wvomen be made better and purer.

THEF Young P'eople's Association ai Knox Churcl, Cacn
Wall have issued a very attractive programme ai mettisîgs
for the year. Offlcers-Rev. James Hastie,'hanarary-presil,
dent ; Mr. A. Bruce, president; Mr. Witl Davis and Mr.
Mark liarri ston, vice-presidents ; Miss Warwick, treasucer;
Mr. William ( ummings, secretary ; Miss Brown, Miss Mc-
Lachlan, Miss Hastie, Mr. W. A. Smart, Mr. R. Tanner,
'Mr, J. Copeland, jun., committce for meeting and enter-
*tainmits ; Miss Mary Smart, Miss Grace McEwaa, Miss
L Paup;t, Mr. R. McKay, Mr. W. Dingwail, Mr. Hl. C.
Patterson, committee for intitatian and reception. A
Prayer meeting is held every Sabbatb marning from ten ta
eleven, at which a bni addiess is given by the chairman on
the tauics for the day. The weckly meetings are held on
aîternate Thursday eveniags. Besides the usual literary and
mtusical features of such meetings, arrangements are made
aIsa for lectures and missionacy concerts. The first lecture
for the winter was delivered last manth by Dr. Kelly, ai
Montreal, on " The Expulsion ai the Acadians, and Lang-
fellow's ' Evangeline,' and pcaved very interesting. The
lasc meeting coasisted ai a mnissionary concert, in wbich the
whale progranmme was c.nrried out by members ai tbe twa
Mtissio)n bands-the senior and the junior-organizrd by
Mrs. Da)ald McEwan last sumrmer. The meeting was
Pcesidled avec by Mrs. McEwan, and the short papers read
()n Missions by the young ladies, and the pieces sung, were
ahl replete with intecest and profit. A collection for mis-
Si0tis was tak2n csp ai the close.

TtsE Presbytery of Gtielphi, accacding ta pccvious appoint-
mient, met on Tuesday we2k in tlie First Presbytecian
Cburch, Eramosa, to proceed with the induction ai the Rev.
J. McL. Gardiner ta the p)astorate of the Chucch. Rev. J.
W. Rae, Acton, preached .ýto a large cangregation irom
Chronicles xxviii. 20-21, aiter wbicli Rev. Dr. Wacdcope,
Weho bad acted during the vacancy as Moderator ai the
SCsiion, briefly narrated the steps taken with a view to secur-
ing a pastor. Fie then put the usual questions ta the pastax
elect and offered prayer for the Divine blessing an the new
relations between pascor and people. The snembers ai the
Preshytery tlien gave ta Mr. Gardiner the ight hand of
iellowghip, and recognized him as pastar ai the Cburch and
a Member ai the Presbytecy. Thereaiter, the Rev. J. A. R.
Dickson, B.D., Gaît, and Rev. Dr. Torrance addressed
Pastor and people cespectively. At the close ai public
WOrsbip, the newly inducted pastor, accompanied by Dr.

Tracrep:aiced ta the doar ai the churcb, where lie ce-
cetved a co-rdial welcomne icom bis people. In the evening
a tea meeting was held, and the well-spread tables were ce-
Peatedly filled hy the assembled iciends. Aiter tea the
gatbecing, wbich completeiy filled the audience room at the
'hucch was addcessed by Rev. Mvessrs. W. G. Armnstong,
Iiillsbscg ; J. W. Rae, Acton ; J. B. Mullen ; C. Pedley,
Fergus ; J. A. R. Dickson, Gaît ; D. Strachan, Rockwood,
1111 tbe new pastor. The chair ai St. Andrew's Cbiurch
G;uelph, was present, and by their excellent music canti-
buted largely ta the interest and success ai the meeting. Tii
Proceedings% iecc ose shortly after ten, the beniediction

-- I

t,ýe congregation, read by Mr. J. R. Reid. It wais highly
eulogistic, and expressed appreciatian oi the reverend
gentleman's mi ork during bis pastorate. It expressed that
appreciatian in a very tangible way, for at a quitable point
Captain Buckman siepped forward, and handed Mr. Burn-
field a purse ai $15o ; the purse in wbich the money was
contained, as the chairman explained, was worked by Miss
Nellie BueIl wbile an invali 1. When Mrs. Burnfield was
referred ta, Miss MeAi thur came forward, and, on behaîf af
the yaung ladies, banded Mr. Burnfield, for ber, i~ silver
and glass fruit disb. Mr. Burnfleld replied at some length,
referring ta the twelve years ai bis pastorate-twelve ai the
best years of bis lufe, tbanking tbem for aIl their kindness,
ane expressing the hope that if any ai tbem ever came ta
Toronto be would be able ta help theni. and lie was pre-
pared ta do su, whetber they had been friend's or enemies,
ta the utmast ai bis power. He felt sad at having ta say
goad-bye, and whetber he would ever address them again
fram the pulpit aiter next Sunday or not, .probably not, be
urged tbem nat ta forget tbe ministratians ai the past
tmtlve years, and he hoped there would be a final meeting
wbere goad-byes bad nat ta be said. Many were visibly
affected while the reverend gentleman was speaking. Mrs.
Gardon Starr, leader ai the chair for tbe past two years,
was also presented with a diamond ring in recognition ai
ber cheerful and gratuitaus services, Mr. Thomas Brady
reading the address ta that lady. The proceedings were
brougbt ta a close'at a late haur wîth prayer by Rev. E.
WVoodcock.

PRESBYTERY 0F BRADON.-This Presbytery met at
Partage la Prairie at the cal aitbe Moderator December 7,
ta cansider the resignatian ai Rev. J. F. Dustan, ai Knox
Cburch, Brandon, the Book oai Farms and such Home
Mission business as might demand attention. Mr. Dustan
adbered ta bis resignatian an the ground chat since the
resignation ai the pastar ai the First Preshyterian Church,
Brandon, there was a prospect ai the re-union af the 'twa
caîjgregatians, and he was anxious that bath congregations
be frcee. Commissioners were beard, and it was agreed ta
allow Mr. Dustan's resignation to lie on the table till the
Marcb meeting af Presbytery. A committee, consistinfyai
Messrs. Robertsan, Todd, Bell, Murray and Staîker, were
appointed ta consider the Book ai Forms, and report.
The Hame Missian Committee were autborized ta allocate
amaunts ta cangregatians for Augmentation and Home
Mission Funds ; ta look aiter supply ai First Church, Bran.
don.-S. C. MURRAYt, Ps-es. Clerk.

PRESBYTERY 0F LINDSAY. -This Presbytery held an
adjourned meeting at Eldon, in St. Andrew's Church there.
on Monday, Dec. 12, and was consitutei by the Rev. John
Gillis, Moderator. The Rev. E. Cackburn was requested
ta act as moderatar, and the resignation ai Mr. Gillis was
taken up. Mr. Gillis and representatives irom the Session
and congregatian of St. Andrew's Church were beard.
Ater due deliberation the Presbyter) accepted the resigna-
tian, and appainted the Rev. R. Gunn ta preach on the i8tb
inst., and declare the charge vacant. The Rev. Dr. Mc-
Tavish was appointed Moderator ai the Session. and Rev.
D. B. McDonald, ai Scott and Uxbridge, Maderatar ai the
Presbytery in room ai Mr. Gillis. The Presbytery record
their deep regret at parting witb their Maderatar and bro-
ther, the Rev. Johin Gillis, who, tbougb but recently re-
ceivrd inta this court, bas endeared himself toalal the mem-
bers, sa that he carnies with bim the best wishes ai the
Presbytery, and the earnest prayer that the Lard may soon
open csp ta bim a field ai usefulness, and pour out upan bim
and bis famuly a rich blessirig there. The Presbytery would
also express their earnest desire for the welfare ai the con-
gregation now vacant, and trust tbey will unitedly engage
in sceking the advancement ai the cause ai Christ In their
locality, and at an early date obtain a pastor ta labour
among theni in the Lord's wairk.-JAMFs R. SCOTT, Pre.
Cles-k.

PRESBYTERY OF SAUGEN.-This Presbytery met in
Mount Forest an December 13. AIl the ministers were
present and a gaod many ot the elders. Mr. Davidson was
appiinted Moderator for the next six manths, and took the
chair. The Rev. R. Fairbaira, at presenit supplying Bala-
klava, Ayton and East Normanby, being present, was asked
ta pit and deliperate. It was agreed that in cannectian with
the ordinary slîeetl'ng ai Presbytery in future tbere be even-
ing meetings for the public, and that the members ai Pres-
bytery be appointed ta speak on the subjects appointed ta
be discussed. Mr. Davidson reported that lie bad visited
Cedarville and Esplin cangregatians, and that they had
prarnised ta do their ctmost ta reduce the supplement,even

c thouý!h they had been weakened by parties remaving iromn
the bounds ai the cangregatians. Mr. Scott gave in the
treasurer's report, which was received, and the thanks ai the

9 Presbytery tendered ta him for the amount ai trouble lie
bsd taken. Mr. Scott was re-appointed treasurer. Messrs.

e Niven and McKenzie were appointed auditars. Mr.
e Straith gave in the Holme Mission report. Fie stated that

the Presbytery was expected ta raise $5oo for Home Mis-
siaons and $400 for Augmentation. Eacli congregatian was
assigned its proportion for these Schemes. Cammittees
were appointed ta examine remits, and report at next meet-
ing. On the Book ai Forms, Mr. Auli, Convener, Messrs.

îe Par'e, McNair and Straith ta examine ironi pages 5 10 38,

chaptr xx.. secton-A aift-. CnfesIo t n( tMessqrs.

$abbatb %cboo1 'Zeacber.
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GOLDIEN TaXT.-Jesus nid unto thern, 1 amn the
bread of life.-John vi. 35.

SHORTER CATKCHISM.

Question 55-\4 the light of this q uestion how sacred ail
things become. Ail nature is a revelation af God, a
meaus hy which He becomes knawn. Our bodies and
eprit& should be a living sacrifice. The soul should be a
temple for God's indwelling. The commandment farbids
is profanation. The Word of God and ordinances of reli-
gion ought ta he treated with revertnce. The turnes
used to denote the Divine existence and perfections are to
be held sacred. Ail profane swearing by these is a sin ex-
pressly forbidden by the third commnandment.

INTRODUCTORY.
The place where this miracle wai wraught is gencrally

understood to have been the Plains of Butatha, some little
distance soutb of Bethçaida, on the north-east shore ai the
Sea of Galilce. Aiter the martyrdom of John the Baptist,
the Saviour witbdrew ta the " desert place," where His dis-
ciples found Ilim after returning from their evangelistic
tour. The people, eager to listen ta His teacbing, followed
flim in great numbers.

I. The Compassionate Saviour.-One reasan why
in the days af Hîs flesh, the common people heard Christ
g ladl y was because Hie was Sa merciful and campassianate.
He still possesses thasie attractive qualities. He is the same
yesterday, to-day and farever. His is a fulI-orbed compas.
sion. He thinks of men's needs hodily and spiritually.
Because Hie understood the people's, wants as no other
could, i-is compassion was tender and true, and divine in
its futness. The sick and the sorrowing neyer applied for
Ilis help in vain. He healed their sick. lie began with
their bodily ailments, but He did not end there. lie ever
saugbt to heal the sin-burdened souls ai men. The dis-
ciples alsa feel for the multitude. They go ta Jesus and
say, This is a desert-place. The ime is now past. The
day was nearing its close. Sa interested have the people
been in hearing His words and witnessing His cures that
they have waited on tili the evening sbadaws were gatbering.
The disciples suggest that lesus sbould dismiss them, that
tlîey mi.,ht ga ta the village to buy bread. To this the
Saviaur replied, They need nat go away ; give ye tbem ta
eat. They dil not anticipate what was ta follow ; tbey
are astonished and say, " We have but five loaves and two
fishes."

II. The Miraculous Feeding of the Multitude.-
lie wba bas power over ail thingi with a majestic simplicity
says, "Bring them hither ta me." Then the peaple were
orderly arranged, and recline an the grass, in the mmnner
in which they taok their meals at hame. They cauld thus
be conveniently and campletely served. When ail was
ready, Jesus taak the boaves and fishes, " and loaking Up ta
heaven, Hie blessed " tbem. It is with heart and soul we
should worship God in prayer ; yet every sincere worshipper
will assume a becoming antd reverential badily posture.
Here and in ather instances we read of Jesus lifting up Hi.
eyes ta beaven, in trustfut and reverential looking ta flic
Hearer and Answerer ai prayer. Just as the father of a
family begins the household meal by giving thanks, and
asking God's blessing, so the Saviour blesses what is pro.
vided for feeding the multitude. The good old customn
af grace befare meat is a maît b--cominZ thing, and bas the
highest example ta recommend it. The disciples wete em-
ployed in distributing the food ta the multitude-an exaniple
of benevolence to the disciples ai every age, and symbolic
ai their higher mission ta be disseffainators ai the bread ai
life. The divine bounty is complete and abundant. In the
Fatber's bouse there is bread enough, and ta spare. None
ai the 5,oao men, besides women and cbildren, were sent
empty away. No anc was overlooked. If tbe bread tbat
-perishes is s0 abundantly provided for, is there flot reaspn
ta believe that the Gospel provision is ample and full for
the satisfaction ai the soul's evety real want? While in the
divine bounty there is profusion ibere is no waste, there is fia
encoùragement ta pradigalitv.. The sin af wasteiulness is
bath gr.-at and conîman. The manufacture ai intoxicants
from grain designed for food is l)y many regarded as a
wicked waste of Gad's bounty, and they that indulge their
appetites in this nianner are not generally in a position ta
gather csp thÏe fragments. Poor people aiten only add ta their
povertv hy wasting what they have. The ricli, by their
prodigality and luxuriaus indulgence, often belp ta increase
the load ai buman misery. The broken pieces of the feast
thus miraculously 'provided were not ta be thrown away.
Tbey were gathered csp that notbing might be lost. It is
tald ai Thomas Carlyle that wben be found piecesof bread
lying in tbe street, he careiully picked them up, and placed
theni on the fence tradlings that the birds might get lhem. Tbe
miracle, like ailI Crist's miracles, was'seli-evident in its com-

*pleteness. Christ's power over nature wasý demonstrated.
*From the five boaves and the two fisbes thegreat multitude cvas

alsundantly ied, and aiter ail, twelve baskets were filled with
*the fragments. This miracle also empliasizes the iact that

man, does nat live k by bread ':alone, but by every word
*that proceedeth ironi tbe moutb ai God.

FRACrICAI. SUGGESTIONS.
r What a tender and campassionate Savinur Jesui is!

We.canbring-il ar f-atsta-eus Te maes tir


