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Alexandria 
And Cleopatra

3u
. lv TA

s 4T

»» fa i
4 to

mi *

founded by the Greeks, This Egyptian City is One of the Most 

Picturesque Spots in the World, Retaining Its Natural Char

acteristics Despite the Influx of Many Thousands of Euro

peans—Trying to Patch Cleopatra’s Reputation—By Wil

liam D. McCrackan, C S. B.
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hotel <*ble In brigtot ahtotog tmxraMe^ 
la known only to the goveroumenit ex
perts at tiue water works.

The culture otf Alexandria wee never 
od! the desert, nor of the Pyramid, tho 
Sphinx or the Obelisk, but it was Greek 
under the strong arm o< Ryunan law, 

else where In the LevaniL The d«- 
atructiooi of the famous library at Alex
andria by the ruthless Sitnaoem wipe! 
away whole periods of classic Iltera- 
Oum, some of $t probably unworthy of 
perpetuation, but there were doubtless 
later editions of Christian -writings 
which wxxdd be priceless. Many Jew s 
in those days flocked to Alexandrin, 
and among them were numbers who 
had embraced Christianity and treas
ured Jesus' sayings.

Ctteopartira belonged to tihe period Jus t 
before Jesus' bdrth, -the perio<l of 
Juntos Caesar, Pompey and Augustus 
Caesar. It was -the last of those who 
issued the decree of taxation which 
sent Joseph and Mary to Bethlehem, 
and it was also be who some years 
before, after Mb victory over Mark 
Anthony, visited Cleopatra In Alexei - 
drift without being able to allay h* r 
suspicion, that he meant to march her 
to hie triumphal procession throng'i 
Rome. The outcome was the spectacu
lar suicide of Cleopatra. There seen s 
wo reason to doubt the popular storv 
that she died by putting an asp to her 
breast, which had been introduced tint > 
her place of refuge In a basket ct

fruit.
Today Alexandria to a poftygtot 

place. To the desocmdeunts of the orig
inal Greeks has been added a multi
tude of Arabs, abouti a quarter of a 
million Italian», a goodly company of 
well-to-do French, and now the railing 
IDngliah. As of old many Jews live in 
Alexandria, whose rich men are noted 
for the works of betnefloeuoa. But 
the great war brought out many good 
works from noted Alexandrines. One 
of the principal benefactors of the 
city, an F.ngMOiTnan who has made 
hie money there and Is reputed to 
have given away quite one-half of his 
fortune, turned Uwq of fads fine houses 
into convalescent homes.

As elsewhere in Egypt, the clinking 
of two brass disks together announces 
the vendor of 
in all hot places In search of customers. 
But there are less agreeable fretfueuv- 
ters of the streets. The Arabs, who 
have always been aggressive beggars, 
have become worse since the war. 
Nothing satisfies them, and an expres
sion of thanks does 
lips. The writer had an amusing ex- 
pertemos of the prevalent thieving pro-

Alexandiria to geographidsHy In 
Egypt, but neither historically nor 
arehaelogically of the recul Egypt. As 
its name indicates, the c*ty was found el 
by Alexander the Great, and ao was 
Greek ‘by origin and culture. Cleopatra, 
who has been strangely enough mad i 
to -stand for the qulntescence of eufbtl ) 
Bgyptttan evil, was a Greek by rac-i 
ar.d temperament, though wearing th < 
title of Queen of Egypt and um-bflaeel 
Mstorioal reeearch tends to rehabili 
tates her ae a woman by no means d< - 
; alto her a» a woman by no means <k - 
Lremendoua power, a good mother and 
a helpful wi-fie.

The fertile atrip between two desert * 
which Ik flooded by tihe Nile and which 
is called Egypt has little resemblance 
to the eoa coast around Atexaudriu. 
Even from a cflitoatic point of view 
there sure pronounced differ on oea. It
-may be said that the traveller wh » 
merely -touches at Alexandria does me t 

h know Hgypù at «01, whatever his start ) 
of emotion may have been, -to find suc i 
a well-equipped city on the

Mohammed All out a canal to the 
Nile, -thus providing for the Alexan 
drine* at -the cum time tranepantatlp i 
and drinking water for tt may a» well 
be known by adl knave Mere -that the 
only water drunk to Egypt cornea finori 
the oh-ocolate-ooloned Nila, to wh*ch <t 
great population seems to live an ! 
-move and bathe. What alchemy ct 
nitration changes that dark flood tot i 
the crystal water which comes upon the
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1 drinks, who wanders We have secured from the leading Art Publishers of the world a superb stock of

CHRISTMAS CARDS
NEW YEAR CARDS and

ART CALENDARS
The choicest of Art Productions are embodied in our stock in numberless designs in

COLOUR GRAVURE
COLOUR ETCHINGS

COLOUR “FAC.SIMS,” &c

t croea their

ixmdtuies. There was a long wait at t /the custom house on the way from the 
dock» to the hotel to Alexandria, dur
ing wblch the driver of the vehicle 
reemed to be taking an unusual tntereat 
In the handbag®, wiiloh had been placed 
on tile box beside him. One member 
of the party observed that he was 
fumbling with the fastenrings; but it 
was not discovered until after the ar
rivai! at -the hotel that he had extract* 
ed a folding leather case.

The satisfaction the writer derived 
from the incident was derived from the 
: bought of the* tihief’e disappointment 
when he should discover that what 
looked like a substantial wallet really 
■ixntBiLned nothing but & pair of very 

old and much worn bedroom slippers.
The waterfront of Alexandria, with 

its salt breeze to temper the summer 
heat, la a Joy. The official! British resi
lence and seat of government is in 
Oatro, but those English officials who 

do ao go to Alexandria for the 
nroene and the bathing, or at any rate 
-end their families there if unable to 

'ih em selves.
Those who suppose that the luxu

ries of modern Wife cannot be procured 
in Egypt should go shopping in Alex
andria, or Cairo for that matter. 
Egypt has suffered more todJree:dy than 
directly from the war.
French dress goods for women are on 
sale, and the beet English suite for 
mem. Especially to Alexandria a good 
place In which to buy those many vari
eties of cotton twills, alpacas and urn- 
dyed silks which are so well suited to 
hot climate», 
the French pastry I tasted to Alexan
dria was better than what I could pro
cure a flew weeks ago in France; and 
the everywhere present Thomas Cook 
& Son and the Kodak Oo. supply every 
.magirauble need under their respective 
heads.

This year, 
four, there are no tourists. The coun
try feels this, of course, but on the 
other hand it has not been ravaged 
by contending armies—and for that is 
grateful Noiwherq can the British 
genius for governing unobtrusively 
without any unnecessary display be so 
clearly seen as in Egypt. When, at 
the outbreak of the war, the British 
Government was forced to declare a 
protectorate over Egypt, very Uttile 
was changed. The English are still 
acting in an advisory capacity, with
out apparently taking advantage of 
thedr position to make Egypt British. 
As many positions of trust as it is safe 
to assign to officials of the governing 
caste of Turkish ance.-/try or to the 
native Egyptians are thus dist ributed ; 
but there are two fundamental diffi
culties which British good will con
stantly encounters. It its difficult to 
make the officials of Turkish ancestry 
understand that a public officer must 
be impartial. The oriental conception 
of rulership involves favoring one’s 
friends and avenging oneself upon one’s 
enemies. With reference to the native 
Egyptians, educa ion Is at-Lll so rudi
mentary among them tha-t few are 
fitted for public office.
2—ALEXANDRIA AND CLEO—...........
eighty or ninety per cent, of native 
Egyptians are illiterate.

On the wide plains inland from Alex
andria is a great,' profusion of crops, 
Bn eluding wide stretches of our Ameri
can corn, that make the country green 
instead of sandy as one's imagination 
previously pictured it. Just now (at 
the beginning of September) the cot
ton fields are in bloom, displaying 
countless acres of the yellow flower 
There are date palms, fig tr».*», and 
even bananas; and farther south the 
sugar cane grows successfully, 
cotton is (he most valuable crop that 
Egypt produces or Alexandria exports, 
being of that long-stapled variety that 
is absolutely necessary for the manu
facture of certain high-class cotton 
goods—a kind that is difficult to raise 
outside of Egypt, although Arizona. I 
am told, has had more than a little 

with it.
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As we are all now able to breathe more freely, these time-honored 

missives will be more than ever welcome and no doubt there will be the 
greatest exchange in this peace year that the world has ever seen.
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! Everything on the First Floor and the McMILLAN WAY of dis
playing the goods !- Candi/ fer n

i
THE ROYAL CHRISTMAS CARDSGifik Among the special features are 

for this year—Prepared by special permission—A very beautiful series, and 
to be procured in this City only at our store.
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lc ART CALENDARS\a B Q 111V/ Welcomed in all cultured homes. We have number of exquisitea
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designs—novel and beautiful—Some marvellous reproductions of
À Oil Paintings—Suitable for framing when calendar pad is used— 
1 Immense assortment—All prices.

Tihe best
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YOU can’t go wrong. Our 
candies are right and will 

go right to the heart of those 
who receive them.

A profusion of assorted 
sizes and peerages made par
ticularly to cany the Christ
mas Charm

H
titFINE NOTE PAPER AND ENVELOPES

In dainty and artistic GIFT BOXES—A very large range to select from. Absolutely 
the best procurable and this of course includes the pick of CRANE'S PAPERS— 

All prices.

i
It seamed to me uhat

- • -m

FOUNTAIN PENSduring the previous

The very best on the market from the leading makers in the world. 
"Enough said"—Expert service—All prices.ft '

BOND’S Y mi\t C\- DIE STAMPING
Bond una Soott mCrests or Monograms done to order.11

m ....'i

REAL LEATHER GOODSc
We were fortunate in securing from one of the 

leading manufacturers in the Old Country a choice 
assortment of Writing Portfolios, Ladies’ Purses,
Letter Cases, Coin Purses, Bill Folds, etc.

REAL LEATHER REMEMBER—There are lots of substitutes on the market. We have also a 
ial assortment of domestic manufacture.

LETTERING FREE—if goods purchased at our store.
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Probablys MECHANICAL TOYS,' pMvivj

DOLLS, GAMES, ETC.IV

1 V As usual we have placed in our retail store some special bargains in re
mainders from our wholesale department. An early call is advised to 
best assortment as these goods will be rapidly snapped up.

1’ b
secure

<

m
But

:d ŸV'
1

MAIL ORDERS HAVE OUR PROMPT ATTENTION.
During tho middle of the day Alex

andria reniaiai® indoor®, and even the 
banka ore closed ; but alx>ui four 
o’ekx.k there is « great stir In the 
treats. Parties iu cabs and crowds 

m the trameair.s go to the sea-fnom or 
sit in tlie .side-walk caifes. The Casino 
at San Stephauo becomes full of Eng- 

(Continued orf* following page)

* 98 and 100 
Prince Wm. Street, 

St. John, N. B.McMILLAN’SJ. & A. McMILLANf
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A Happy Family
Your family should be that always, when 

can have placed on their table such delicious 
prime meats, poultry and game as they 
always secure at this store.

Our customers demand the best, and we 
carefully cater to their wishes, 
everything that a first class store carries and 
handle everything in a clean manner.

We have

L D. BROWN

’Phone M. 456256 Main Street
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