ral of orew killed.

e

& )
n, Dec. 26—The British :
Cromer, arrived yesterday
leutta, reporting the reseue |
load of men from the Brlﬂlh 1
sr ‘Olan MacLeod, Wwirich ‘was
the Mediterranean by & wub-
The Lord Cromer picked up
. Goodwin, of the Madleod,
4 been wounded by sheils, and
mbers of the crew. All Were
at Algieres. Another boal,
ing 20 of the MacLeod’s, s
ing at the time. . .,
in Gopdwin told officers |
romer that his vessel W
y busineds and was sull
ymarine on November 30.. The
facLeod had been ordered o
the captain sent his shiy
d ahead, and was shelled un‘
signalled surrender, and order
men to the boats. Captain
in lost his right hand and leg, |
several other members of tlie
re killed or seriously injured.

AM OVER
NDITION OF
THE KNISES

——

ors Say liiness  Ca

ofound Anxiety in the Ger=
an Capital,

it
don, Dec, 26 —Alarming ru
yrobably of an exaggerated na-
are being circulated in Switzer-
today concerning Emperor Wil-
{llness, according to the Zurlch
spondent of the Exchangé Tele-
Company. The rumors state,
the correspondent, that the Em- *
's condition is causing profound
y in Berlin, |

-Year Career
Story

TODAY )

y of special strength to ap-
play of Charles Kenyon
n addition to Miss Walker, .
mas Meighan, Raymond Hat-
'om Forman, “Kindling” is
ntly oftered. It is a terrible,
y of their rents. {

in Which to Live * T}

Pathe Weekly -

British War Scenes. i
French War Scenes. i
Fine Faghion Review,

Views of the World.

Twelve Subjects.

Explosion on Shipboard
5 Miavoral Bokg i

9 Jessig Brown or
The Relief of Lucknow

Comed " . B
“BABY MINE”..

‘representative of the British press
with the French armies:

combined fronts. Of this total

three millions may be taken es defin-

ibely hors de combat (dead,

or mently disabled), while the
pMng 1,500,000 may be considered

Bs hi®ing returned to the fighting dine,

The German casualty lsts are in-
complete. We have it on the author
ity of prisoners that men who are only
slightly wounded are mot included in
the casualty lists. In one case a man
was twice wounded and remained sev-
eral weeks in hospital, and yet him
name never appeared in the casualties
of his regiment.

‘Moreover, as a general rule, these
iiste are delayed, and casualties do not
appear in them until at least two
months after they have occurred. A
writer in_the “Klonische Ze'tung” re-
cently stated that the number of killed
duning the first year of the war was
equal ¢p the excess of births over
deaths in the German Empire—that is
to say, about 860,000. This estimate
would seem to correspond with that
of the official casualty lists.

Net Losses W a Month,

We have, however, a considerabls
amount of other evidence which shows
that the German losses are very much
greater than they admit. Even when

is mot what i{s now called ‘hard

the drajn on the resounces of

the army is very considerable. Be-

* tween May 1 and June 20 four divis-

/ fons under General von Fleck suffered
the following losses:

Killed W'nd Missing
5thh Reserve Div 42 131 -
i6th Recerve Div 230 1,020 5 §
15th Divislon .. .. 208 862 1
64th Division ,. .. 109 531 2

These figures show a total of 589
killed, including nine officers, 2,651
wounded, including 25 officers, and
four missing. This gives an average
of 147 killed and 840 wounded during

fitty days, and of 88 killed and 384|,

wounded per division per month. This
does not include sickness statistics.
During the period in question these
divisions ' were in Champagne and
took part in no serious engagements.
Mr. Belloc estimates that the Ger
man losses amount to an average of
400,000 men a month; Colonel Foylor,
taking what he admits to be a mini-
mum estimate, reckons them at 150,
000 a month. The information at my
disposal leads me to believe that the
truth lies between those two extremes
and that during the last nine months
of the war the German casualties bave
reached 300,000 a month, exactly as
they did during the first six months.
Not more than one-third of this total
1s ‘able to return to the fromt, so that
, German net losses amount to 200,
month,

""Mrhe Drain Measure by Measure

At the beginning of the war Ger-
anany, apart from the elements of her
active army, had two distinct sources
on which she could draw to obtain the
men she needed to fill up the gaps and
to form new units:—

First, the Reserve, the Krsatz Re-
gorve, the Landwehr, and the trained
Landsturm (second ban), all of which
had received a more or less thorough
military training. All these men we
called on during the first year of the
campaign, as well as the 1914 contin-
gehf (men born in 1894), and .the vol-
unteers of the 1915 and 1916 contin.
gents. These served to bring the

ts of the active army up to war
sength and to keep up the necessary

pply of men. ;
ZGecondly, the. untrained Landsturm,
composde of men without military
training, who had never been incor-
M in the active army, either on
ount of the numerical Hmitation of
‘year's contingent or in view of

incapacity.

pretically the Landsturm,
or trained or untrained, was
o be utilized for home defence,
kin the case of the gravest na-
necpssity. Already, however,
* trained men of the second ban
¢ the Landsturm—men of from 39
o 45--had been called up,.and in
pruary the German —authorities
Lome ad that the situation was suf
ficiently serious to justity them in
¢alling up for training throughout the
Empire the first ban of the Landsturm
¢ med men under 39 years of
At the same. time the 1915 con-
& wag called up and incorporat
- training of these recruits

with new divisions which simply
sisted of regiments withdrawn
previously existing divisions.

Al Mobllized Up To 46.

The French offensive in the Woeyre
(March and April, 1915) and Artols
(May and Jume, 1915, increased the
wastage. 'They coincided with e
opening of the active woperations
againgt Ruesia, and the Germans be-
gan to utilize their 1915 contingent.

The losses in officers were very seri-
ous. The officlal lists up to June 1
gave 43,972 officers as killed, wounded
and missing, On July 15 this figure
had increased to 52,041; that is to sa¥,
an increase of 8,000 in six weeks.

On the eastern front the casualties
were particularly heavy. German docu-
ments show that the 42nd Infantry Re-
giment -lost on the Narev 36 officers
and over 1,000 men, the 224th Infan-
try Regiment lost in Galicla 49 offi-

cers and 2,746 men, the Ist Reserve|.

Regiment lost 14 officers and 788 men,
the 21st Reserve Regiment lost 21 offl.
cers and 468 imen, the 61st Regiment;
10 officers and 536 men, and the 92nd
Regiment 40 officers and 1,196 men.

By the beginning of June orders
had been given for the enumeration
and registration of the 1916 contin-
gent. Similar orders were given In
regard to the 1917 contingent, and
even for that of 1918 as far as recruits
of over 17 were concerned. At the
same time the second ban of the un-
trained Landsturm-—men between 39
and 46—were registered and incorpor-
ated. Finally, the whole of the 1916
contingent, which had already been
reduced by the number of youths who
had volunteered for active service be-
fore their time, was called up pro-
gressively, so that by the end of June
every man between the ages of 17 and
45 had been medically examined and
registered. '

By the end of August the whole ef
the 1916 contingent had been called up
and every man between 19 and 45 cap-
able of bearing arms had been mobi-

were the 1917 contingent, and about
half of the 1918 contingent, apart from
men over 45.

The French successes in Champagne
and Attois in September made the sit-
uation still more difficult for the Ger-
mans, How heavily they oist in those
engagements may be gathered from
the following detalls:

In Artois the 11th Regiment of the
6th Army Corps had 2,041 men hors de
combat, the 10th Grenadiers of the
same conps lost 1,519, the 1567th Regi-
ment of the 117th Army Corps lost
,523 men.

In Champagne the 103rd Reserve
Regiment of the 12th Army Conps lost
2,382 men, the 133rd Reserve Regi-
ment of the 12th Reserve Corps 1,968
men, the 63rd of the 50th
Division 2.0566 men.

These figures, being official,
Adubtiess below the merk,

are

The Future: Men of 50.

To meet further losses Germany
will be compelled to raise the age limit
of military service above 45, and al-
ready a mecret circular has been issu-
ed instructing the authorities to pro-
ceed to the preparatory registration
of men between 46 and 50.

For some time past the numerical
strength of the German army has been
stationary on the various fronts, with
an increasing tendency to shrink. The
number of men called up for active
service since February last certainly
doeg not exceed the number of casu-
alties, and at the present moment the
number of men in the depots does not
exceed the number of that date.

To keep pace with the wastage Ger-
mwany has been forced ¢o exhaust alk
most all the reserves of men, and the
work has been carried out with ruth-
less wseverity. Acting under instruc-
tions, the army doctors have passed as
fit for sgrvlco men with one eye, lame
men, bunchbacks and even men suffer-

are being rapidiy used up, and if the
numerical strength of her army can
still ‘be kept up for a Hmited time its
quality hag deteriorated and must de-
terioate more and re as the pro-
portion of untrained Landstrum men
and those 17 and 18 years of age, by
no means fit to endure the hardships

MINUMENT N AR T
MISS EDITH CNEL

Pards, Dec, 26.-—A committee,
which Paul Painleve, Minister of Pub-
lic Workg is chairman, has been or-
ganized for the object of presenting
the city of Parie with a monument in
the form of a Bas relief in memory of
Mise Edith Cavell. :

1

A most imposing ceremony was held in Rome on November 2, All Souls’ Day. Members of the royal family,
Senators, Deputies, provincial and communal authorities deposited flowers as a tribute to the heroic soldiers who had

dled for the nation.
greatest monument

PERSIAN CABINET |

lised. The only remalning reserves|

HAS FALLEN

London, Dec, 26.—The Persian cabinet has fallen, according to a
despatch received from Teheran by Reuters Telegram Company.
Prince Firman Firma has been nominated premier by the Shah. This is
congidered to be a great diplomatic victory for the Entente Allies.

bRAIN AATES
DVER THE C.A.A.

be
ased as “All Water” car-

shipping points to Halifax they are
able to announce a reduction making
Halifax a basis of export rates the
same as to other Atlantic winter ports

—————

BUILDING AT CAPITAL
USED BY C. COMPANY
OF THE 1047H 15 BURNED

Transcontinental to

rier dlll'lllg the winter Fredericton, Dec. 26—The holiday

passed off very qu in Fredericton
and the storm resulted in there being
small congregations at the services in
the churches today when Christmas
musical. programmes were repeated
and eln.ho}ale services prepared for.
Yestemy services were held in lhel
Anglicanr and Roman Catholic chur-
ches, while the Evangelical churches
held a union service in the morni
at- the George street

At the custom house on Friday af-
ternoon: Collector 1.. C. MacNutt was
presented with a beautiful gold-head- |
ed walking stick, suitably engraved,
by members of his staff.

A large shed at Fredericton exhibi-
known transporta-
wag destroyed by fire

season.

Special to The Standard.

Ottawa, Dec. 24—The through rate
on grain carried eastward from Win
nipeg over the National Transcontin-
ental Railway will be based on a rate
of six cents per bushel ‘from Arm-
strong is on the N, T. R., north of Fort
William and for rate making purposes
occupies the same position as Fort
William or Port Arthur on the C. P.R,
and C. N. R, it s officially announced
that on account of the very ilarge
amount of grain still in farmers’ hands
and in coumtry elevators in western
Canada and the terminal elevators at :':z: :\:ﬂ:ll‘::'
4o sholr capaci, Vith vhat o airend IS8 SetaTdsy afiormcon, with & loa

of about $700, which is ¢© y .
Zt:::ed m;gl 1;:&::::;': t,mt:e wm‘:::: surance.  The building had been used
: by C Company, 104th Battalion, which
arrangements as an omergency med-|;. gationed at exhibition buildings
sure in order to enable shipments €0 o . . 4.4 ghed in bad weather, and
continue freely throughout the w\lnterla quantity of straw used for men's
SORION; ?.Lu?l?tﬁ ltlt;:wi;ﬁt: :l:;t‘::‘beds, was also stored there.
Transcon’ ————

S e T BATAN AND ERANCE
‘ BUY 816 WHEAT SUPRL
|

based approximately on the “all

water’ cost from Fort William to Mon.

treal during the summer season, 1n

other words the Transcontinental

Railway will be wused  as the “all

water” carrier during the winter sea- “5““[ A
son.

There will be about; 5,000,000 bush- rHuM l |
els elevator capacity for the reception
of thiis grain at Montreal and Quebec
and in onrder to increase available
space many times over arrangements
have been mdde to reship as required
to winter ports on the Atlantic sea
board.

Melbourne, Australia, via Lgldoa,
Dec. 26.—A wheat deal just complet-
ed with the British and French gov-
ernments invelves nearly 3,000,000

o pounds sterling, and the price is
Halifax 1s also made a common |about five shillings a bushel.
point with other Atlantic seaports.; A sale has also been made to Italy.
Formerly a higher rate prevailed to|A cargo for South Africa has brought
Halifax but now thst the government |the record prices of five shillings five
railways control the entire rpute from ! pence.

An immense crowd thronged the adjoining streets and the square in which stands the world’s

GREETINGSFROM
THE FRONT T0
3l SAM HUGHES

Minister of Militia receives
Xmas messages from ol-
ficers and men in France

and Eugland,

Special to The Standard.

Ottawa, Dec. 26.—General Sir Sam
Hughes has returned from - Lindsay
feeling much impro «in health and
was at his desk today. He has recov-
ered from his attack of influenza.

The following greetings have been
received by him from officers com-
manding the Canadians in France and
England.

From Lieut. General Alderson, com-
mandant of the Canadian corp:

“Heartiest Xmas greetings to com-
rades in Canada from all ranks of the
Canadians at the front.”

From Brigadier General Morrison,
commanding the 2nd divisional artil-
lery:

“Officers and men of the 2nd artil-
lery division send season's greetings.
We are making good scores on tho
Salisbury Plain ranges.”

From Brigadier General David Wat-
son of the 5th infantry brigade:

“From the trenches today the same
spirit, the same determination and
same good wishes to Sir Robert Bor-
den and yourself.”

From Sir Max Aitken—"“At the wish
of the Canadian forces in France 1
send you and yours our Xmas wishes
and we honestly hope you will join us
in 1916.”

Maojr General Carson also sent
good wishes on behalf of the troops in
England and Rev. R. H. Steacy, direc-
tor-general of all the chaplains, sent
s message from all the chaplains to
yourself and to the people of Canada,

—— s

ST. JOHN AND QUEBEC RAILWAY
Notice of New Train Service for
Xmas Week,

Special train service will be in effect
leaving Fredericton six a. m., and five
p. m, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday
for Gagetown, and on same days leav-
ing Gagetown eight a. m. and seven-
thirty p. m. for Fredericton. After
Xmas there will be a regular tri-week-
ly service ont he same schedule Tues-
day, Wednesday, Saturday until furth.
er notice.

DS ON MAN POWER

ALLIES CAN PUT IN FIELD

s

Would be finished up quickly if saflicient men avail-
able to keep np offensive until enemy crippled and

beaten back across his
says.

London, Dec. 26.—1It is umounced1
officially that the armlet achma.:
which is already in force for men en-
rolled under the Derby plan, has been !
extended to give the right to wear a |
special armlet to men who have been
refused for military service on account {
of medical reagons.

Ear] Derby has issued a booklet on
the administration of the group sys-
tem, He says in a prefatory note:

“It is recognized by the general staff
that the duration of the war will de-

own fronfier, Earl Derby

pend on the man power the Allies are
able to put into the field. If it were
possible for the Allles to put in the
field such an overwhelming majority
of men aund guns that, no matter what
the cost, the offensive could be pur-
sued until the enemy armies were
largely destroyed and their country
invaded, the war would not be pro-
longed. Every man who can possibly
be spared for the army and navy di-
rectly assists in shortening the war,

and thereby diminishes the industrial
loss.”

A A A A A A A A A A A AP

THE GANKER IN
THE HEART- OF
KULTURLAND

Moral decay of German

Empire moves newspap-
ers to frank condemna-
tion—Nation tired of the

the war.
|

(Liondon Daily Express.)

The moral decay of the German na-
tion continues to occupy a large share
of the attention of the German press.
The canker in the heart of Kulturiand
has been in existence, of course, for
many years, and to travellers it has
been notorious, because it is so open
and unashamed; but'it is only quite
recently that the newspapers of the
| Fatherland have been moved to such
unsavory frankness in its condemna-
tion.

A nation s made by its teachers.
Germany’s teachers have dethroned
the Dejty and set up the State in Hi
place. And the State is the Kaiser,
the enlightened ruler whose soldiers
took satanic toll of the womanhood of
Belgium and who himself countenanc.
ed, supported, and justified the whole-
sale massacre of Armenian Christians
by the Turks. It is only in the natural
order of things that the nation should
reflect the spirit of itg ruler.

“Shameless Depravity.”

The conduct of the people, however,
must be more flagrant than was sus-
pected when even the Berlin Kreuz.

lzeimn;: is moved to make such a pro-
test as that which follows:

What difference between the august
dayg of last year and today! For many
the war has already lost iis terrors,
simply because they are mot person-
ally affected by it,

Just because their roofs are mnot

burning over their heads and the glow| |

of the war{fury does.not scorch their
breath, they feel themselves secure,
and reassure their old 1i Even in
these great days they retain their piti-
ful pettiness. The exploitation of the
distress and a shameless profit-hunger
show themselves like so many festers
on the body of the nation,

‘The people live a life of such repul-
sive immorality and ecency, so
shameless in its open ostentation and
depravity, that soldiers returning
ito heal their wounds turn away
{heads in horror and ask them
why they should sacrifice their
and their health for such a
Why, indeed? Were these heroes
somewhat more initiated into the se
cret of what goes on in our midst daily
they would see that, however dark
the picture seems om the surface, it
was blacker by far beneath.

And we talk about the religious and
moral regeneration of our people and
about the German spirit bringing
jabout the world's salvation!
rather look to our own salvation, It is
high time indeed, for unless we aban-
don, and that instantly, our criminal

home
their
selves
lives

people. | i

Let us ‘

It is due to the brutal heartlessness,
the sordid race after money of a great
mass of our men, forcefully aided as
they are by the vile marriage brokers,
that young girls lightly sacrifice love,
youth, and happiness for a marriage
that is in most cases nothing but a
brutish enslavement.

A National Shame,

The picture is an ugly one, but the
sequel is even worse, for the writer in
the “Zukunft,” declares that today in
Berlin alone there are 30,000 divorced
girl-wives. It is only necessary to re-
flect for a moment on what that bare
statement means to understand how
near to Gehenna is the German Em-
pire. The article goes on to say:

And why not, ask the men? The
cogts are paid by others. Who are
those others? The poor vietims them-
selves. What do we see as the result
of thig inhuman system which is
gnawing like a canker at the very
heart of the German nation and de-
stroying its hopes of future regemer-
ation of the race at a time when thosé
of us who are real men are shedding
their hearts’ blood on the battlefields?

The result is this: that today in
Berlin alone there are 30,000 divorced
girl-wives,

s is nothing short of a national
shame, which cries out aloud to the
authorities for dnstant and drastic ac-
tion. To remove this shame from our
midst is every whit as imperative as
the engineering of the food question,
because where one involves the mate-
rial, the other concerns the moral
starvation of the race,

Germany Sick of the War

To the German pleas for peace al-
ready published in this column must
be added one of a still more poignant
character from the Berlin Socialist
journal “Vorwarts”:—

The real cause of the high cost of
living ig the long duration of the war,
and every successive week of war
renders the economic situation of the
poorer classes more intolerable. The
best safeguard against future price in-
creases is the speedy termination of
the war. We rely on the leaders of
our party doing everything in their
power to put an end to the conflict.

The great manufacturing interests,
the popular Press, and the Chancellor
declare that there is no reason for ter-
minating the struggle, seeing that
Germany - holds Belgium, a part of
France, and a part of Russia, and has
her road ¥free to Egypt and the Indies.

What does all this prove? That we
are not fighting to protect our fron-
tier, but to add to our teeritory.

We appeal to the leaders of the par
ty to take up openly and frankly the
campaign against all sorts of annex-
ation plans so that the constantly
growing desire of the proletariat for
peace may be finally satisfied.

resolutely on

this road it will attach to itself not
of the people only,

1so all sections of middle class
., who are equally k of the

+but
soci
war.
The Single Bell

Even the “Vo che Zeitung” joins
in the peace ¢ and asks in some agi
tation, “What ARE we fighting for

We are still of opinion that the Go
ernment has done wisely in prohibit-
ons in the Presg of what
ct as the price of a victory
which as yet is not at all certain.

Such programmes—all of them mors
or less fantast wve already been
yar too much exploited abroad con-
trary to German interests. Neverthe-
less, it is quite legitimate to put the
Lquestion, whether it would not be
| practicable meanwhile to permit the
|discussion of such problems as need
lan immediate solution, such as the
Inature of the objects which the Gov-
|ernment thinks will be gained by tha

conduct, all the victories of our brave | War-

soldiers will not save us from that per.
dition towards which as a nation we
are rushing so fleetly.

Sold into Bondage.

We may perhaps be allowed to re-
{mind the authorities of the danger of
| permitting only one bell to sound i
!the belfry, because in such a case

Another aspect of this social de(,a_ievery word that is uttered passes as

dence is dealt with in Maximilian Har-
den’s review, “Die Zukunft,”” which

}t-bcough it were inspired, and every

|effort of the people to arrive at a
|

makes some astonishing revelations:iClear understanding as to what the

It is imperative and in the most vi-
tal interests of the German people that
a solid barrier be placed against the

hurried and reckless matrimonial al-|

llances which, thanks to the cupidi-

ty of the tribes of marriage l:vroke-rs.l

are being made in every part of the
country.

“Every girl is possessed by the ob-
session of getting married.” How fre
quently we hear men talking in that
fashion! Yet their mental indolence
prevents them from seeing  whose
fault it is that young girls find no way
but that of marriage to realise their
asplrations for sympathy and psycho
logical communina,

| Government hopes to achieve against
|our adversaries is rendered fruitless
i‘betorehand‘

e e
8, C. Hurley Grateful,

S. C. Hurley, who has been conval-
escing in Oromocto after his recent
loperation, returned to the city Friday
Ito gpend the holidays here. Mr. Hur-
ley desires to express his thanks to
the sisters and nurses of the St. John
Infirmary for the care given him, to
Doctors §. H. McDonald and W. N.-
White for the manner in which they °
treated him and to the many friends
who remembered him during his ilb"
ness.




