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UNHAPPY MR. ROBINSON.
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I auSuprely. no«political eritic-ever had such painful ex-
| periences as those of Hon. €. W. Robinson, ex-Prémier
and ex-Provincial Secretary. Mr. Robinson assumed the
t officlal duty ‘of censuring the financial administration of
the present Government. To do this he was obliged to
t consider the position as Mr. Flemming found. it, and as
| it is WeWsWeBut when he had made his statements, and
Mr. Flemming iad submitted them to examination it wis
found that Mr. Robinson had not known when he quit
office, and had not learned since, how the Province stopd
I when he gave up control. Therefore he had no safe
gtarting point for his discussion of last year's account
i and balances. Mr. Robinson was sceptical about the
gurplus which Mr. Flemming claimed. He has the right
to!doubt anything, but when he camé to express the
ground of his unbelief, he rushed into all manner of
errors. That was because he did not know what old
and formerly concealed accounts Mr. Flemming has had
to pay out of last year's gevenue,

Consider Mr. Robinson’s own confessions. He was

" Provincial Secretary from May 1907 to March 1908.° Yet
he did not know of thousands taken from the treasury
during many previous years by his former colleague.
Mhis astonishing piece of financial history he had to
Jearn from Mr. Flemming. It is not likely that he would
have known it yet, or the treasury would have
recovered a cent of the money, had Mr.Robinson retained
office. He did not know of the Crown Land overdrafts
Though the Suspense Account was started when he took
office, and: over $60,000 of debt was concealed thore, Mr.

Robinson did not know what it meant, and this sum was

not included in any statements of the situation which

hefpresented to the country., His colleague, Mr.

lo was also his associate on this Westmorland ticket,
uthorized the Crown Land overdraft, but did not tell the

that

Sweeney,

minister who was supposed to be in charge of the finan-
ces. Trué, the former Surveyor General has the excuse
that he did it without knowing what he was doing. That

should be placed to the credit of his character and the
debit of his understanding. Mr. Robinson came to St. John
and made a financial statement, which afterwards proved
to be so absurdly at variance with the facts that he must
always hereafter feel greatly ashamed whenever he re-

" calls it. He engaged special auditors, and caused the
ela&-wrs to think that he was giving them the result
of their investigations., Now he has to plead that he
did mot himself know all they had discovered, and Mr.
Flemming offers to prove to him that one of his auditors
must have known of the defalcations,

On the other nand Mr.
he closed the fiscal year without a single presented ac-
eount unpaid, without an overdraft in any department,
without a suspense account, and with a system of audit
svhich makes such concealed accounts impossible, ex-
eépt as the result of a general departmental criminal
. eonspiracy. Mr. Robinson knows that no minister is
drawing money out of the treasury without the knowledge
of the treasury department; that there are no notes and
drafis mg/dg;n away at the year's end, to be charged to
. the next year; that no bonds are floated to pay interest
on barrowed money; and that the surplus claimed by
the depatthidt’is real money. 1t is thé kmowledge of
what 1 ‘afid ‘what has been that makes his duty as
ngﬁyglﬂg g0 sorrowful.

‘While Mr. Robingon is blamed for lack of vigilance and
knowledge he is credited  with honest intentions. It is
ptill a mystery how he acquired such deplorable ignorance
©of what was gging on and had gone on in his department.
Making office immediately after Mr. Pugsley, ‘he should
have known him well enough to see the necessity of a
" Qittle ‘dnquiry into the financial practices of his pre-
decessor.: “As Minister of Finance, he should have tried
2o get some better idea how matters had been left. Mr.
nemmins found out more in his first week than Mr.
Robimson was able to learn in ten months.

Mr. Rgblnsan is-also deserving of compassion, With-
out doubt he was terribly viciimized While he may have
‘deceived the people, more or less, lie was himself treated

by his p s and colle: They
should have told him something more. It was shame-
to unload all these deli ies on Mr. R and

him so pitifully in the dark. It is only fair to say
at Mr. Robﬁngon never dreamed that things were so

Lastly Mr. Robinson must be credited with surpris-
Me‘rlnec. He has never complained of the wrong
Hﬁw the leader who scuttled out and left him in
* He has never demounced the deceivers. The
t he has done is to beg the public to bury the
it, which s another way of saying that he will not, if
for the ds of Mr.

urel; 10 one will blame Mr. Robmnntormt.. The
m'nwvhne.

established from the beginning.

hﬂnﬂlnmnuﬁmuuotm.
gether 456,000 square miles, is joined to Quom ‘The
land area of Quebec witIBe af least 600,000 square miles.
Ontario, which has had an area of 220,000 square
miles of land, wiil be enlarged by the addition of 140,000
square miles. Manitoba, now 76,782 square miles, be-
comés 180,000 square miles larger.  British Columbia
with 370,191 square miles was the largest province be-
fore these annexations. Now she will-be about the
same area as Ontarlo and only about half the size of
Quebec. The new provinces of Alberta and Saskatche-
wan arc computed at 251,000 and 2482,000 square miles.

The adoption of the annexation measure was the

oceasion of a love feast in the frequently acrimonious
Quebec chamber.
position leader, and Mr. Bourasea, Independent, were all
happy over it.
ever contain good farms, but they counted on some lum-
ber, took account of the fishing, and were especially en-
thusiastic over the mineral wealth.
former minister, now on the cross benches, agreed with
the Premier, that the possession of this great territory
wonld sssist Quebec to march on to the great destiny for
which Providence designed her.

Premier Gouin, Mr. Tellier, the Op-

They did not suggest that Ungava would

Mr. Prevost, a

Of the original four provinces of Canada, two have

thus been largely extended, while Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick have no hinterland to annex.
provinces taken in or created since the original union,

Of the five

Prince Edward Island alone had her boundaries finally
Manitoba is to be tre-
bled in extent. Sir Wilfrid Laurier last session ex-
pressed the opinion that the Yukon would not be made
a separate province but joined to British Columbia. The
territories north of Saskatchewan and Alberta will be
annexed to these provinces. The three Maritime Prov-
inces have no room to grow.

This is a matter of some concern, If as the Quebec
people hope, and as all of us wish, Ungava shall be a
source of wealth to their province, the Provincial trea-
sury will gain. If the mineral wealth- of the Northern
Country is anything like the lately discovered resources
of the Cobalt and Gowganda region, there are great rev-
enues coming from the mew possessions. Yet at Con-
tederation and until now, these regions belonged as much
to New Brunswick as to Ontario and Quebec. The West-
eri Provinces are or will be compensated by additions
coming to them. But New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and
Prince Edward Island look out over their water bound-
aries and see no money coming to their treasury from
the land of which until now they had a share.

Then there is the further question of the effect of
this annexation upon the population of Quebec. Sir

But if mineral wealth shall
People live

or the Quebec Labrador.
be discovered there it will bring population.
in the Yukon. Greenland has its inhabitants. The
Newfoundland &trip is occupied, more or less. It
minerals are found in New Quebec, people will go there
to live, and these enterprises will add to the population
of the other part of the province.

All of which means that since Quebec is the standard
of representation, with its constant number of 85 members

will lose representation if the existing basis is main-)
tained. The point was taken by Dr. Daniel and Mr.
Crocket last session, when the question was before Par-
liament. Sir Wilfrid made rather light of it contend-
ing that there could never be any population on the
Quebec annex. Afterward Mr. Stanfleld moved an amend-
ment providing that in any extension of the Quebec
boundaries the right of the other provinces in the matter
of representation would be protected. This motion was
opposed by the Premier, but after further discussion and
after some of his friends had shown him privately the
errcr of his way, Mr. McDonald, of Pictou, was put up
to move the identical amendment with a slight change
of words.

WESTMORLAND AND THE ACADIANS,

The history of Westmorland elections does not sup-
port the theory that the Acadians stand to lose by the
separation of the city of Moncton. The proportion of
Acadiar s in the parishes must be larger than in the
city, so that the change should be in their favor. The
Transcript has printed for another purpose the returns
of severa! elections and we use these tables.

In the last Provincial election, the county districts
gave majorities to all the Hazen candidates, and if the
county had been separate Mr. Melanson would have been
in tue House. The city vote brought in all the late
Government ticket. In the county vote Mr. Melanson
was 48 votes behind the lowest of, his three colleggues,
and Mr. Leger was last by 44. Bl‘( when the city vote
was
was 135 behind the third man of his party.
that the city did worse for
county outside.

In 1903 the county alone would have elected two
English speaking men out of each ticket,
city vote added,
bringing in Mr. Leger.

bis ticket.
Mr., Melanson elected.
In 1895 there was no contest.

clected by the county outside the city.

defeated Mr.
their representation.

have been in.

e

No serious person with a sense of responsibility wil

antee bill for the Valley Railway.

care,

The session of the Legislature just closed is the first
in which Mr. Hazen has had to give an account of his
stewardship. We should like the Opposition to say ean-
didly whether they do not think he has done it pretty
well.

Dathousle University has made two departures this
year. A R C divine p hed the Bacecal-
loureate sermon, and the degree of Master of Music was
given to a young lady.

as banker for the G. T. P. Ordinary bankers advance
money at a higher rate than they pay. The Govern-
ment lends this money at & lower rate than it pays.

Toronto Mail and Empire:—
“Liberalism once meant the rule of the common peo-
ple. Now, judging by what we get from Ottawa, it means

ummmmmmawm

i

Wiltrid has said that no one lives or will live in Ungava -

those provinces which do not have such oppultunitiees‘

added Mr. Melanson was lowest by 61, and Mr. Leger
This shows
both Acadians than the

With the
the Government tickef was T€Turned

In 1899 the county outside the city elected Mr. Mel-
anson. at the head of the poll and gave majorities to all
The city vote saved two Liberals and left

In 1892, four Liberals, including Mr. Richard, were
The city vote
Richard and deprived the Acadians of

So in the fifteen years we have one occasion when
the ¢ity vote plit an Acadian in who would have been
left out, and one when it put an Acadian out who would

find fault with Mr. Hazen for not rushing through a’guar-’
The Province has had
sufficient experience of that kind to commend caution and

Mr. Fielding states that the Government is acting =

Emérson puts the POINT pi:

“If a man can write a better
book, preach a better sermon or
make a better mouse-trap than
his neighbor, though he build
his house- in the woods, the
world will make a beaten track
to “his door.”

See the POINT? i

Our fillin

It will pay
teeth put in
lessly and at
OUR good
friends, who re! with us,
EXAMINATIONYN FREE.

DR. J. D. MAHER,
Boston Dental Porfors

527 Main Street.

and examine our h¥ndsome, up-to-
date Jewelry, which we are now offer-
ing at very moderate prices.

A. POYAS,

Watchmaker and Jeweler,
16 MILL STREET

ST. JOHN, N. B.
'Phone Main 1807.

LEGISLATURE
PROROGUED
LAST NIGHT

' Continued from page 2.

3y

Dr. Landry.

Hon. Dr. Landry said he would not
have spoken on this question except
that the FRENCH SPEAKING PEO-
PLE OF THE PROVINCE HAD BEEN
UNFAIRLY DRAGGED INTO THIS
DEBATE.. HE BELIEVED THAT
THE RACE QUESTION SHOULD
NOT BE BROUGHT INTO LEGISLA-
TURE, unless there was occasion for
it. He did not know what might have
happened behind the closed doors of
the Executive Council chamber under
past administrations, but he did know
that since the present Government
had assumed office that he had there
found always the best of feeling for
the French speaking people of the
province, and he was not disclosing
a secret in stating that just as soon
as there was a vacancy in the de-
partment a French speaking man
would receive the appointment.

Mr. Allan said he had the honor
to sit in this House as one of the
representative for Northumberland as
representatives for Northumberand as
speaking people of that county
through the friendship of supporters
of the present administration. The
party now in opposition though asked
had hever given the French people of
Northumberland an opportunity of
having a representative. At the last
election THEY ACTUALLY RE-
FUSED WHEN ASKED TO PUT AN
ACADIAN ON THEIR TICKET.. The
position of the French people in that
county at present was entirely due
to the present Government and he
had no hesitation in believing that the
Acadians of Westmorland county
would be as well treated as those of
Northumberland.
Mr. Lowell objected to the amend-
ment to the bill which disfranchised
gsix or seven hundred people of St.
John being brought in within fifteen
minutes of the end of the session and
without notice of the people affected.
The bill was reported and on.the
third reading “r Lowell objected to
the d The ker ruled
his objections were not well taken. On
motion that the bill pass Mr. Sweeney
inquired if no objection could be ta-
ken to a bill on its third reading. The
Speaker sald not as to the amend-
ments of a Government measure.
Hon. Mr. Flemming prelenled a re-

e a———

“When we sell a “Sterling” we uyhmm“nﬂnml'l"
Is not all we claim for It"—but they don't to want to; and when we tell -
you there have been some thrge or four
would ocertainly seem to
you think so too?

If you haven't seen the “Sterling” one of our salesmen will ho ;hu“ y
to show itto-you. You nnmloryoumlf the features that mmmm l
the favorite it Is,

EMERSON & FISHER, Limited, 25 Germain Street

The Houée took recess to resume
at eight.
Bills Assented To.

At 815 his Honor came into the
d to the
blllu pused during the session and
prorogued the House with the follow-
ing speech:
“It affords me much pleasure to
express my appreclation of the dili-
gence with which you have applied
vourselves to the performance of your
legislative duties during the session
now about to close. I trust that the
many important measures which have
engaged your attention will result in
adding materially to the progress and

m&ther Special
& Carbon Paper

$1.50 |

The “STAR'

216 Pages. (Large Size) -

BARNES & CO., ; -« Prmce Wm. St.

prosperity of the province.

“I thank you for the supplies which
you have voted for public works and
other usual services.

“In releasing you from your labors
I sincerely trust that the blessing of
Providence may rest bounteously upon
you in the discharge of your ordinary
avocations as well as upon the people
you represent and you carry with you
my best wishes for your prosperity
and happiness.

N. B. STUDENTS
GET DEGREES
AT DALHOUSIE

Special to The Standard.
Halifax, N. 8., April 29.—The spring
convocation of Dalhousie University
was held this afternoon at the Ac-
ademy of Music, in the presence of a
large and brilllant audience. The at-
tendance of students at the University
during the past session was the larg-
est in its history.
President Forest in his address
stated that the graduating classes to-
day would compare favorably in qual-
ity and quantity with any previous
year. He a d that the bers
of the Board of Governors had person-
ally subscribed $25,000 to the funds.
The urgent necessity of larger build-
ings and more room was dwelt upon
by all the speakers, especially Presi-
dent Walter Murray of Saskatche-
wan University. The generous offer
of the splendid free site and $100,000
from the town of Dartmouth is under
consideration and may be accepted.
Honorary LL. D.
The honorary degree of LL. D. was
conferred upon J. B. Calkin, Truro and
A. Ross Hill, president of the Univer-
sity of Missouri.
The graduating class numbered 36
bachelors of arts, 2 bachelors science,
1 bachelor music, 7 bachelors engi-
neering, 8 M. D. .C. M. and 12 masters
of arts.
The New Brunswick graduates were:
George Wilmot, Irvine, St.John; Ma-
bel Elizabeth McLeod,Penobsquis,Wm.
Walace Malcolm, St. John, Chalmers
Jack McKenzie, St. Stephen, Colling-
wood Steeves, Clark, Moncton.

SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATES.

Ottawa, April 27.—The-Civil Service
Commission announces the following
results of the interim competitive ex-
aminations held at Ottawa, March 30,
1909, and following days:—
Clerkships in sub-division B of the
second dlvldon in order of merit; El-
sie 8 M. A, Kingston; Chas.
H. Bland, B. A P mbroke Helen Ale-
xander, B. A, Gnlt Alice E. Wilson,
Toronto; Rosario Baril, B. A,, Ottawa.
Junior assistant hydrographer’s
office, Marine and Fisheries Depart-
ment, A. Lighthall, Vankleek Hill.
Clerk in the purchasing and con-
tracts branch, Marine and Fisheries
Department, O. L. MacLeod, Ottawa.
Two draughtsmen in geological sur-
vey, Department of Mines, in order of
merit; A. L. Jost, Halifax;"J. O, For-
tin, Montreal.
Translator in Archives branch, De-
partment of Agriculture, Arthur Patry,
Ottawa.

port of the conti
and laid on the table orders in coun-
1|cil dated April 26th, 1909, authorizing
the manager of the Bank of Montreal,
London, Mr. F. W, Taylor, to raise
a loan for the province of £450,000,
and appointing him the fiscal agent
with power of attorney from the pro-
vince.

Mr. Maclachlan asked leave to with-
draw his motion regarding the export
of timber, saying that as it had come
up so-late in the session it would not
receive the attention it deserved and
had therefore better stand over till
next session.

Leave was granted.

good hulth next year.

Hon. Mr. Hazen sald he had had el-
even years’ experience in active work
in the Legislature and he had never
known one so attentive, industrious
and anxious to facilitate public bus-
iness as the Legisldture of 1909. He
hopod that the members would have
perous year and all return in

Mp, Tweeddale asked the ruling of
the Ch'r:l.r:pon his question of privil-
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Pure Cream of

Gardeners for .
NEW BRUNSWICK

Several Scotc Gardeners will ar

year welted and turn sewed sgfes.

BAKING POWDOER.
According to the Inlaf Revenue| -
Department Bulletin N on Bak-
ing Powderl. , Dearborn’s
Perfect
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" SMARDON " SHOES FOR WllMEN

HOLD THEIR SHAPE.,

art your feet. Good
Calf, Brown Suede,
. Laced Boots, Suede
and Pumps. Prices from

They do not shrink or squfak or

-

Brown Kid, Patent Kid a
Tops or Plain. Oxford
$2.50 to $6.00.

Francis & Vaughan
19 King Street.

ASSESSORS” NOTICE

The Board of Assessors of Taxes for
the City of Saint John, in the present
year, hereby require all persons liable
lo be rated forthwith to turnllll to the
s true of all thelr
Rell Enute Personal Estate and In-
come, and hereby give notice that
Blank Forms, on which statements
may be furnished under the City As-
sessment Law, can be obtained at the
Office of the Assessors, and that such
statements must be. perfected under
oath and filed in the Office of the As-
sessors within thirty days from the
date of this notice.
Dated this thirty-first day of March,
A. D. 1909.

URIAH D
TIMOTHY T.
HARTLEY C.
JOHN ROSS,

Does your table silver look
just as well as you would like?
Silver plated ware costs lit-

ed boxes.

. of Taxes.

Extracts from 8t. John Clty
Assessment of 1889."”

“Sec. 112. essors shall es.

certain, as ne;
particulars of Real Estate, the
Personal Estat@®and the Income of
nny person who hu not brought in a
da with their
notice. and u required by this law,
and shall make an estimate thereof,
as the true value and amount, to tlle
best of their information and belief;
and such estimate shall be conclusive
upon all persons who have not filed
their stat: in due time, unless
they can show a reasonable excuse
for the omission.

“Sec. 133. No person shall have
an abatement unless he has flled with
the A s the st t, under
oath, within the time hereinbefore
required; nor shall the Common
Council in any such case, sustain an
appeal from the judgment of the
Assessors, unless they shall be satisfl-
ed that there was good cause why the
statement was not filed in due time
as herein provided.

Hardwood
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L. L Sharpe& Son,

King Street, ST. JOHN,

. We carry all widths m 1%in. to
n.

It is carefully a proughly kiln
dried.

Mlllljed in the m uf-to-date man-
ner, by expert mechini@§s, on special-
ly built machines.

End matched, hollow ked,and bor-

ed for nailing.
We claim it to be the best made.
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