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A great deal is being said, just
at present, about German designs
upon Holland. That the
ambitions nation and dream of a

Germany and

Holland. Ger

nians are a very
still greater empire which is to dominate the whole
world, is a well known fact. For the fulfilment of
this dream thre¢ things were needed namely, the
possession of territories in foreign unsettled regions,
a great navy, and the annexation of Holland. The
firet two have already been accomplished and all
that is needed is the third. The
Holland would by one stroke. place the German
Empire in the possession of colonies, second ounly
to those of Britain in extent and value, while Hol-
land itself, with its commanding sea coast, and the
maritime character of its people, would round out
and complete the position of Germany to an extent,
that would enable her to contest with Britain for
supremacy on the high seas. In order to carry out
this design, it was stated that Germany was willing
to placate France by allowing her to -annex Bel-
glum, This would certainly please France. It has
always been understood, that Germany is only
watching for an opportunity to accomplish her pur-
pose. The fact that Holland is at present suffering
from a great industrial strike of the railway em-
ployes, of which Germany has complained as ivjur-
ing her trade, is said to give the desired opportun-
ity. If Germany and France were to agree on the
1i;xes projected, Great Britain, considering the fact
that she is just recovering from a great war, to-
gether with the attitude of the Dutch during that
war, would hardly undertake by herself to protect
Holland, although, without deubt, her sympathies
would be strongly with that nation.
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" The Canadian manufacturers of
Canadian Iron

pig iron have furnished statis-
Production.

tics of the past year's produc-
These show an increase of 74
0 per cent., as compared with 1001.

31 gross tons,
The

tion.

or over
total production in 1902 amounted to 319,557 gross
tons, against 244.976 tons in 1901 and 86,090 tons
in 1900. Of the total pfoduction in 1902, 302,712
tons were made with coke and 16,845 with char-
coal. A little over one-third of the total produc
tion, 107,313 tons was basic pig iron. The Bessemer
iron made, amounted to about 9,000tons. The pro-
duction of iron in Canada has increased gradually
from 44,791 tons in 1804, the first year when re-
turns were collected, to 86,090 tons in 1900, At
the close of last year, there were fourteen completed
blast furnaces in Canada, of which seven were in
blast, and seven idle. The bounty on pig iron is §3
per ton on the portion made from Canadian ore,
and $2 per ton on that which is made from foreign
ore At

would

the lower rate the production of the last

entall a payment of about $640.00e

year
There {4 it additional bounty of §3 per ton on stes

adian

and puddied bars manafactured from ( pig

iron. It has been decided that when the mokten

{ron I8 run direct from the smeits dta the Mtee!

converting furnace, the Government must pa w5t b

the pig jron and steel Bul tios on the pr

official returns of the subs iy earned o oy 1

pmﬂ YEAY are pnot yeot avallable a8 thel -

fiscal year closes on june o bt the exte

velopment of the tron industey ln the Maritim

vinces will largely increase the amount (avolved
o

Sic Wililam Malock’s Sir Wildam Mulock's bill to
ald in the settlement of labor

Bill.

disputes on rallways has heen
printed and distributed
of disputes between rallway ‘employers and their
employees to a committee of conciliation, media
tion and investigation, and in the cvent of such

It provides for a reference

annexation of
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committee being unable to effect an amicable settle-
The conciliation
committee is to be composed of three members, one

ment, to a board of arbitrators
to be chosen by the company, one by the employ-
ees, and a third by the parties to the difference. The
conciliation act as arbitrators, but
in the event of objection being taken to this course
new board of arbitrators
shall be appointed in the same manner, as the com-
were chosen. No court of
the- Dominion or any Province or territory isto
have any power to recognize, enforce, or receive in
evidence, any report of the board of arbitrators or
committee of copciliation, or any testimony or pro-
ceedings before the said board or committee, as
against any party or person, except in case of pro-
secution for perjury. Where the difference which is
being inquired into affects a class of employees,
they may be reépresented by some of their number.
It will be noted that arbitration is not made com-
pulsory by this bill.

committee may
rep esentatives on the

mittee of conciliation

é
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The Ontarlo ILegislature is in
session, but nothing has been
done since Mr. Gamey sprang upon that body the
charge of bribery on the part of the Government, or
at least one member of it, through an agent or
agents. It is not often that an incident of this
nature occurs in the Parilamentary proceedings of
this Dominion, either Provincial or Federal. The
charges were so definite and explicit, that men could
scarcely believe, that they heard correctly. The
feeling in Toronto and in Ontario has been aroused
to the highest pitch. It is due to the Premier, Mr,
Ross, to say, that rising in his place he declared that
the truth or falsity of the charges preferred would
be promptly, fully and ‘impartially tried, and that
the whole business should be sifted to the bottom.
Mr. Ross proposes that the question shall be sub-
mitted to a court composed of two chief justices of
the Supreme Court, with large powers to hear evi-
dence and report their finding to the Legislature.
The Opposition,on the aether hand,contends that the
charges should be referred to the Committee on
Elections. The discussion for the pastten days has
been, whether to pursue this or that course. The
composition of the tribunal is a matter of little
moment to the general public. What they want to
know is are these charges true or are they false?
It has been asserted that the Government has con-
sulted the counsel for the defence as to the scope of
the inquiry. This may or may not be true. It
ought not to be done, and the fulest power should
be given to the judges to get the facts and not limit
the evidence to what is purely legal.
be no hedging in this matter.

The Oatario Muddle.

There should
The honor of the

country is at stake, Party feeling runs too high,

and we should claim cleaner elections everywhere

nee writing the above the vote has been taken

and the chiarges will be considered by a commisaion
™
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PR SR Fhe Casadian  Manulacturers

& Association s an organization of

Evingagon great  influence composed of

wembers, and representing over four handred

¢ sted pital A delegation from

thin body waited n the remier and the Minis

' ’ a Castoms a short time ago. The

bk the Assoclation presested the plea of

ats imimediate and peral revision of the tarifl

The Association ¢l fms that it is now six years

since the tarifl was revised, and during th.t time

the tndustrial condition of Canada has become

I'hey argue that the United States,
market

much changed

our natural geographically, meets us in

While
in Canada, the tariff is either so low that by com

every branch of industry with a closed door.
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petition and undervaluation, the United States sup-
ply a large portion of the goods which we consume:
or where the tariff is reasonably adequate, they
make this country the dumping ground for
surplus products.

their
The imports from the United
States have grown during consecutive years from
$28,000,000 in 1866, to $53.000,000 in 1866, until
last year they reached the enormous sum of $120 .
ooo,m;u. Of this amount $635. 000,000 was for x;mm;,
factured goods, or equal in value to the total wheat
crop last year in our Northwest, Tumin;; to more
distant and friendly markets, we find that Great
Britain purchased from us last year only $,7,000,-
o000, as compared . with 009,000, which she

purchased mxm year from the United States -
We purchas om Great Britain only §

19 DCO,000
or about !'| the amount supplied
United States. and this, in g a preference in
favor of Great Britain of '{ of the entiie duty. The
delegation then offered Mr, Fielding a coufidential
tariff poh’cy upon which they had agreed, as repre-
senting their wishes in the muatter. Mr
said he would be glad to have their tariff

$O34

to us from the

te of

Fielding

policy,
which would greatly help tte Government in fram-
ing any future policy: but objected to the word
“‘confidential, " for all such schemes should be pub
lic and subject to public criticism. The govern
ment gave no promise of an in the
during the present session

increase tariff
o o o

The meeting of the Fnglish Par
liament has hasen attended by a
remarkable phenomenon, namely, the suddenand
substantial reduction of the Minis

the House of Commons
be more than 120
there were at

British Politics.

rial majority in
That majority enght to
In the debate upon the addiess
least

five divisions, These were
taken upon amendments, :anyone of which would
have meant, if carried, a vote of censure vpon the
Government. They

from

h were defeated by majorities
Perhaps the eason for this is the
unprpularity of the Education Bill, and the alliance
with Germany on the Venczuelan matter. Then

the excitement and enthusissm caused by the war

38 to 6o.

is over and the bills are n. w to be paid, accordingly
a reaction has set in, and the people seem to desire

a change. Certain it is, that every bye election,
since the passing of the Education Act, has gone
against the Government, atotal of fivein all, If the

Liberal party was not so broken up by faction and
jealousy, the Conservative Government might well
tremble. One section, of the Liberal panty fear
that possessions over scas n.ean trouble with fore ign
powers and enormious expenditure ; while the othe

accepts the vast destinies and responsibilities of th

Empire, and is at issue with the present government

only on the f

point of

I expenditure.” On this great
issue and that “of Ireland, the party hay sp'l
while on home policy it is faitly of one |
Irish question seems in a fair way to he ed -omt

side ot party

2 lines, sa

practicaily .all that divide
the Liberals is the antagonism betwgen
and ' Little England™ 1deas.  1f the couutry cou
be sure, that the Liberal puarty would do
that would disintegrate the Iy
that the next cabinet at Weg
Liberal one. . A atrong 1ihe
broad lines of imperial unity, e imest
reform, is necessary to the weifare not only of ti
United Kingdom, but of the Empire at large

R

The New Bronawich Legislatuce was opesed on Thurs
day of last week by Governor Snowball with the wsus!
hosors. Hen Mr Rubivson of Moncion was elected
speaker, and Mr, Sweery of the gsame town tukes the
place cf Hon Mr. Hi'l of Charlotte an 4 me
executive. The Hon, H. A. McRcown ¢f S John was
appointed solicitor general New Brunswick is toe much
governed. Fewer men eould conduct the business of the
country quite as ¢ ff:ctively and with muach less expense,

imperist
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