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BRITISH HOLD FAST ALO
'BAPAUME: GREATES
"IN NOYON REGI0

: France has thrown the weight of her forces into the great battle raging with unexampled intensity on the west-
ern front; and the British and French armies are now battling together against the onslaught of the:.common enemy in his

desperate attempt to break through the Allied line

The British armies are holding fast along the line of the Somme and also n the region notth of Bapaume, Field
Marshal Haig reports today. The Germans in their thrusts in the latter section penetrated the British trenches at onlyy
one point and there they were immediately ejected. Their assaults elsewhere were smothered by the British forces wi

great losses to the enemy.
On the Somme

attacks were resumed today.

line bodies of German troops which had succeeded in forcing their way across the river between
Licourt and Brie, south of Peronne, were-driven back to the easterly banks Cfn both sides of Bapaume the German’

DESPERATE TOWARD NOYON

The

yesterday reported the repulse of Franco-American reserves, but the German advance probably has been

ably short of Noyon.

The wedge driven into the Allied line is evidently a deep one, however, as the French troops afe reported by
Paris to be contesting for the heights to the north of Oise with
front runs southwest past Chauny and passes to the south of Noyon.

test danger point at present seems to be farther south, where the Germans
through the greater width of the region they devastated in retiring in 1917, as the Paris statement today seports heavy
fighting in the region of Noyon. This town itself is some ten miles to the west of Chauny, in the region of ‘which Berlin

NEW ATTACKS DEVELOP

London, Mar. 25—FTresh

attacks by the Germans have

developed northward and southward of Bapaume. The war
\ office so announces. The British repulsed powerful attacks
\ vesterday afternoon south of Bapaume.
The British drove back to the eastern bank of the Somame
hudies of German troops which had crossed the river between
. Liccourt and Brie, south of Peronne
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- Paris, Mar. 256—The French on Saturday went to the assistance of the

British and took over a sector of the battle front. The war office so announces.

In the region of Noyon and on the right bank of the Qise heavy fighting
with the Germans is in progress.. The statement follows:

“French troops began to intervene on March 28 in the battle now being
fought on the British front. They relieved certain of the Allied forces, and took
up fighting themselves on this section of the front. At the present time they
are engaged in heavy fighting in the region of Noyon, and they are disputing
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- ATTACKING ENEMY

London, Mar. 25—The British this morning were counter-attacking between
Nesle and Ham, so Reuter’s correspondent at British headquarters reports.
The French also were in action. -

North of Bapaume, he states, the Germans were attacking in considerable
force at dawn but did not get through the British barrage.

The Germans, says the correspondent, are relying on sheer weight of num-
bers in their heavy attacks on the British lines, relieving their tired troops by
fresh divisions, which press forward without waiting for artillery support. The
enemy all day yesterday and through the moonlight last night kept up his ham-
mering of the British positions, the British troops resisting with valiant stub-
borness. The Germans are employing many small bodies of Uhlans, mainly as

scouting patrols,

1

SO DENSE THAT
OUR GUNNERS COULD

the heights of the right bank of the Oise with important German forces.
“Northwest of Rheims there has been a violent artillery action in the region

of Courcy and Loivre. In the Champagne two German surprise attacks east of

Suippes resulted in failure. French patrols took some prisoners near Tahure.
“There was much artillery activity between Arras and the Vosges. At day-

BAD TIME FOR THE

NOT MISS THENL
London, Mar. 25— The ‘Germans

swarmed over No Man’s Land in suclk

HUN AIRPLANES

Attacking Infantry from Lew Alti-
tude, 54 are Brought Down—
A-eavy Bembing Work
1 »
¥ ondon, Mar. 24—The text of the war

office report dealing with aviation fol-

lows:

“The enemy’s low flying airplanes
were most persistent in their attacks on
our infantry in the forward areas. Many
of these machines were attacked and
brought down by our pilots. A total
of twenty-nine hostile machines were
brought down and twenty-five others
were driven down out of control. Two
enemy balloons also were destroyed.
Nine of our machines are missing.

“Our machines on Saturday carried
out another most successful raid on fac-
tories in Mannheim.

“More than fourteen tons of bombs
were dropped on enemy billets, on his
high velocity guns and on railroad sta-
tions in the battle area. :

“During the night ten heavy bombs
were dropped on an important railway
bridge and works at Konz, just south
of Treves, in Germany. Eight of these
bombs were clearly seen bursting among
the railway works.

“Our bombing airplanes were attacked
by . thirty-two hostile machines and a
fierce fight ensued. One of the enemy’s
airplanes was brought down in flames,
and another was downed and fell in the
ce of Mannheim. Five others were
driven down out of control.

“Despite this severe combat and the
enemy’s heavy anti-aircraft gun fire, all
our machines returned except two.

“Nearly two tons of bombs were drop-
ped from low heights on a hostile air-
drome south. of Metz.

“From nightfall until early morning
our night flying squadrons bombed
areas on the battle front in which hos-
tile troops were concentrated, as well as
enemy ammunition dumps and large
guns. More than fourteen tons of bombs
were again dropped by our machines,
two and a half tons of which were
loosed on the docks of Bruges. All our
wachines returned.”

great numbers in their first attacks that
it was impossible for the British gun-
ners to miss them, telegraphs the corre-
spondent at British headquarters in
France of the Daily Express. Two bat-
teries at Epehy fired steadily with open
sights at 400 yards for four hours.

Reporting the thrilling exploit of Lei-
cestershire troops, the correspondent
says: “Perzzeres was held for a time by
two companies of Leicestershires as-
sisted by two tanks. The enemy kept
pressing them back, however, and one
company was completely cut off. Instead
of surrendering they held to the village
until only a few men were left. Then
the surviving officers led them in a
charge through two lines of Germans
and they fought their way back to our
main body.”

Germans Praise British Bravery.

London, Mar. 25—The British in their
retreat defended every hill, ridge and
fortification with the greatest stubborn-
ness, say messages from German war
correspondents on the western front, ac-
cording to a Central News despatch from
Amsterdam. The British artillery, it is
added, splendidly sacrificed itself in cov-
ering the retreat, the batteries breaking
up only when the German storming
troops arrived within a few hundred
yards of the positions. The British gun-
ners then fired their last ammunition and
retired.

Americans at It.

With the American Army in France,
Mar. 24—(By the Associated Press)—
American artillery on the Toul sector
continued today to shell effectively enemy
first line and communication trenches,
the town of St. Hausse Santa and billets
and dumps north of Bogueteau. Many
of the American shells have fallen in
the German trenches and the first two
lines in at least one place have been vir-
tually abandoned.

Houses in England Shaken.

London, Mar. 25—Extremely heavy
firing from the direction of Flanders was

heard all last night along the Kentish |

coast, according to the Central News.
The heavy concussions shook the houses.
The firing appeared to be ot different

points over a wide areg, guns of all ccli- | possibility of air raids and ordered to
bres apparently being in action. There |

were also violent explosions.
(Continued on page 2, fifth column.)

break German forces attacked the French lines east of Bleneroy and east of
Badonviller. The Germans were repulse d with heavy losses.” /

Paris, Mar, 25—The long range bombardment of Paris was resumed at 6.30
o’clock this morning, but was interrupted after the second shot.

After a brief interval two more shots were fired, The bombardment was
again suspended at 9.10 o’clock

As was the case yesterday the people did not take to shelter. Cellars which.
were filled on Saturday remained empty this morning, Little interest was
shown .in the bombardment, . /

After they were awakened by the first shells, people were brought to their
windows by the rattle of drums. Policemen circhlated through each quarter of
the city introducing the new system of alarm, which is distinguished from the
alarm in the case of air raids. The police came in for a great amount of chaf-
fiing, the people being greai'y amazed at their lack of proficiency with the drum’
sticks., This appeared to mark their limit of interest in the bombardment. Work
was resumed under normal conditions. All the transportation lines were run-
ning. The streets were full of people whose sole subject of conversation was the
new battle of the Somme, which is gen-erally compared with Verdun,

Paris announcements on Sunday were that the Germans, in bombarding
Paris, were using a gun of tremendous power., It has been located near Laon,
more than seventy miles from the French capital, The shells, it is believed,
reached a height of fourteen miles in their career towards Paris,

ANOTHER AIR ALARNL

Paris, Mar, 25—Another air raid alarm was sounded a little after I o’clock
this morning, After three-quarters of an hour firemen’s bugles and church bells
announced that all was clear and the Parisians were able to return to their beds.
THE REASON WASHINGTON ASSIGNS,

Wash'ington, Mar, 25—Failure of the militasists to hold the German people
by political strategy has caused the rulers to resort to a desperate battle test to
maintain their supremacy, says the war department’s weekly military report to-
day in commenting on the great Germa n assault on the western front.

SOMME AND NEAR
'DANGER POINT NOW
RENCH TROOPS HELPING

Council Momorializes Govern-
ment of Province

OFFERS $1,500 A YEAR

Also Makes Fermal Request for
Shate of Liquer Fines — B.
Moeney & Sons Get Contract
for Main Street Paving But City
Will Lay Bituminons Surface

Two important memorials’ to be pre-
sented to the provincial government
were presented to the common council
this morning by Commissioner McLellan.

The first was a request for a propor-
tion of the liquor aw nines collected by
the city and the other was a request
that the police magistrate be superannu-
ated on_an allowance of $1,500 a year
and & new magistrate appointed by the
government, the plan to ask that the
appointment he vested in the city was
dropped. =Both memorials were ap-
proved.

Magistrate Ritchie was heard in de-
fence of his administration of the office
and in gupport of his petition for a salary

rease,
The contract for paving Main street
was ‘awarded to’ B.. Mooney & Bons,
their coptract to include concrete base
and granite blocks between the street
car tracks. The contract for resetting
the curbing was awarded to Frank Wade
and the city will lay the bituminous
surface. ’

Magistrate Heard

The council first met in committee to
hear Magistrate Ritchie, who appeared
in support of his application for a salary
increase to $4,000,

The magistrate said that he had been
in office twenty-nine years, and while
there had been many complaints, both
verbal and written, he had answered
them all and continued to administer
the duties of his office according to the
dictates of his own conscience. It would
be a stale state of affairs, he said, if a
man in his office should have to act on
the suggestions of anyone else, even
those of powerful corporations in Mon-
treal. He explained his policy of parol-
ing boys and young men rather than
sending them to the reformatory or the

For Superannuation
(_)i Police Magistrate

HON TRAVSPORT
REPORTED SUNK

Strikes Mine and Goes Dewn With
Admiral, Crew, Soldiers and

Mguitions

.
London, Mar. 25—Finlanders arriving

at Stockholm on the gunboat Svensksund |.

say that the German transport Frank-
land struck a mine and sank at Noor-
land, according to an Exchange Tele-
graph despatch from Stockholm. The
transpart was crowded with soldiers,
cannon#and munitions, and according to
the despatch, the entire crew, all of the
fol;ﬁers and Admiral Von Meyrer, were
ost.

A Stockholm despatch dated March 22
said that another German transport had
been blown up by a mine near the Aland
Islands, and that the transport Frank-
land, which came up to its rescue, was
damaged severely by another explosion.

VON- HIDENBURG AND VON
LUDENDOREF DECORATED

! Amsterdam,« Mar. 25—Emperor Wil-
liam at German main headruarters on
Sunday conferréd the Iron Cross with

WAR NEWS
HITS SOME
OF STOCKS

Recessions of Two To
Four Points With
Feverish Opening

| SOME PARTIAL RALLES

Cotton Makes Break of 25 to
51 Poiuts With Recevery of
More Than Half Loss en Buy-
ing and Weather Reports

New York, Mar. 25—Stocks broke
from one to three points at the opening
of the market here today on further
heavy selling impelled by the war news.
The weakest issues again included equip-~
-aes:s, or war shares; and ‘special indus-

United States Steel, the market leader,
opened with a sale of 9,000 shares at
from 86%; to 86 8-4.representing amaxi-
mum decline ' of two points. Union

gold rays on Field Marshal Von Hin-
denburg, and the Grand Cross of the
Order of the Iron Cross on General Von!
Ludendorff. He also gave various deco- !
rations to. departmental chiefs, along
with a signed photograph with the date
of the battle, March 21-28, : |

Pacific also broke two points. Among
the other stocks which exhijbited weak-
ness were Texas Company, Crucible
Steel, Bethlehem Steel, Central Leather,
Great Northern Railway, St. Paul and
Chesapeake & Ohio. \

Recessions of two to four points ac-

from latest war advices. Rails, the va-
{rious war equipments, shippings, cop-
. pers and oils, also a score of specialties,
| shared more or less equally in the severe

PIE. CHAS, SULLIVAN HOME |55, e, e el i

| of the market, urgent selling resulting
Pte. Charles Sullivan of Sackville was

one of a party of returned soldiers ar-
riving in Halifax last week, and has
been spending two days in St. John.
Today he went on two weeks® leave, to
visit his parents, Mr. and Mrs. William
Sullivan of Sackville. Pte. Sullivan went !
over with the Nova Scotia .85th High-
land Battalion, went with a draft to

penitentiary. It would be easier for him !
to pass a sentence than to parole them
and have them reporting to him each
week, but he asked which system was
better for the boys and for the com-
munity? His policy was to give the boy |
a chance, and if he remained in office he |
would continue to do the same.

(Continued on page 2, sixth column)

the 18th Battalion, and when his own
unit crossed to France a few months
later he was transferred to it. He was
stationed in the region of Lens and Vimy
Ridge, and being wounded, was sent to
a hospital in England. When nearly re-
covered he was taken down with trench
fever, and on partial recovery was sent

|hz.1ck to Canada. His friends here gave

decline, much of which suggested liqui-
dation. Fractional rallies occurred on
moderate support before the end of the
first half hour. Bonds, including French
issues, were heavy.

Rallies of one to two points were made
in the first hour by standard stocks, in-
cluding Canadian Pacific, Union Pacific,
Reading, leading rails and shippings af-
ter which normal conditions . succeeded
on a marked diminution of offerings.

The early heaviness extended

DUTCH REFUSE THE
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FOUR TORPEDOES SEND
AMERICAN  SHIP- DOWN

London, Mar. 25—The admiralty an-
nounces that the American ship Chat-
toochee, 5,008 tons, has been sunk by a
German submarine off the English coast.
Her crew of seventy-eight was landed
safely. The master says that the sub-
marine fired several torpedoes, of which
four struck the vessel.

New York, Mar. 25—The steamship
Chattahoochee was formerly the Ham-
burg-American liner Sachsen, and was
one of the vessels seized by the United
States when -this country entered the
war. She left an- American port last on
Jan. 27 with a cargo for London.

Cheering Word to Haig
From King and President

London, Mar. 26—XKing George today sent the following message to Field
Marshal Haig:—

“I can assure you that the fortitude, courage and self-sacrifice with which
the troops under your command continue -heroically to resist greatly superior
numbers are realized by me and my pcople. The empire stands calm and con-
ﬁfdept 1i’l’l its soldiers. May God bless them and give them strength in this time
of trial.

Washington, Mar. 25—President Wilson today cebled Field Marshal Haig,

“May I not express to you my warm admiration of the splendid steadfast-
ness and valor with which your troops have withstood the German onset, and
the perfect confidence all Americans feel that you will win a secure and final
victory.”

P—

WARNING OF AIR
RAID ON CAIRO

London, Mar. 25—The inhabitants of
Cairo, capital of Egypt, were inform-
ed officially on last Thursday, accord-
ing to a Reuter despatch, that a hostile
airship had -beén observed over the
coast. The public was warned of the

ens on Saturday says that on Thurs-
day Zeppelins passed over the Island
of Crete, traveling in a northerly direc-
tion,

. Noted Magician Kifled,

London, Mar. 25—Chung Lung Soo, a
magician, died in a hospital yesterday
from a bullet wound in the chest, receiv-
ed while performing a trick with loaded
observe the necessary lighting regula- |rifles on Saturday night. He was fifty-

A letter from L. Corp. E. A. Belding,
dated March 1, from France, stated that
he had recently met Major Cyrus Inches,
Capt. Norman McLeod, Lieut. Slater and
Sergt. Arthur Weatherhead. The last
named has been in France over three
years They were all in good health. Of
Capt. McLeod and Lieut. Slater the
writer says:— :

“Judging by their decorations their
work is very much to their credit.” L.
Corp. Belding was then with the 3rd

cluding a week’s engagement in the Can-
adian Corps theatre. These concert-part-
ies go up and down the lines enter-
taining the men who have just come
from the trenches, and their entertzin-
ments are given in all sorts of places,
from Y. M. C. A. tents to old barns. A
printed programme enclosed shows that
a varied and excellent performance is
given by men who had had previous ex-
perience in musical and dramatic work.

BURIED TODAY.

The funeral of Norville C. Whelpley
took place this afternoon from his late
residence, 140 Metcalf street. Services

tions. nine years old. He appeared several
An officidl statement issned in Ath-times before King George.
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I: SI jUHN MEN ltawa Valley and Upper St. Lawrence— not consider Siberia menaced by the
. | Moderate to fresh northwest to west presence of large numbers of prisoners of

Can. Div. Concert Party, which was con- |

were conducted by Rev. Dr. Hutchinson
and interment was made in Fernhill.

m a very warm welcome,

ALLIES' OFFER RE -
GRAIN AND SHIPS

London, Mar. 25—The Dutch cabinet
is. said to have decided on Sunday to
send the Allied powers a formal refusal
of their offer of grain in return for Dutch
ships. A despatch from The Hague to
the Daily Mail announces this.

¢

‘SAYS JAPAN IS NOT
STUDYING QUESTION OF
ACTION IN SIBERIA.

London, Mar. 25—Count Teruchi, the
| premier, informed the house of peers
Synopsis—Fair weather prevails over that the Japanese government was not
Canada attended by very mild conditions  studying the question of intervention in

| Siberia, according to a Tokio despatch
Forecasts, | to the Daily Mail dated Wednesday. The

Lower Lakes and Georgian Bay, Ot- 'premier said that the government did

Phelix and

= EATER
REPORT

Issued by Author-
ity of the Depart-
ment of Marine and
Fisheries, R. F. Stu-
part, director of
meterological service

in the west.

winds, fair today and on Tuesday, not | Wwar, whose power was negligible.
much change in temperaturec. | 2 : g
Lower St. Lawrence, Gulf and North | Quieter in Spain,
Shore—Fair today and on Tuesday; not| Madrid, Mar. 23—The new Spanish
much change in temperature. cabinet was welcomed enthusiastically
Rain ' {oday by the members of the lower house.
Maritime—Moderate winds, fair and The Postal and Telegraphers Associa-
a little milder today, local rains on tion, whose members have been on strike
Tuesday. i for several months, has expressed a de-
Superior—Fair today and on Tuesday, ' sire to co-operate patriotically with the
a little milder on Tuesday. government towards pacification of in-
All West—Fair and very mild today | ternal disorders. The strikes in Spain
and on Tuesday. are believed to be over.

Inspiring Call To Prayer By
Bishop of London

London, Mar. 24—The Bishop of London, the Right Rev. Arthur F. W. In-
gram, has issued a message to the people of London, saying:

“The great struggle for the freedom of the world has now clearly reached
its crisis. Do let us, who are at home, pray as we never prayed before for the
gallant men and their leaders, upon whom and God the issue depends.

“Besides our private prayers and prayers in churches at the hour of noon
each day, let us hush ourselves wherever weé are at work, in office, in bank, in
munition factory, and invoke divine strength and wisdom to come to their aid.
Then indeed will this be holy week in a special sense, and it will lead on, if it
please God. to an Easter victory.”




