MC 2035 ENT

g Ci

—— ]

e

PAGES 9 TO 16

ST JOHN, N. B, SATURDAY, DECEMBER

SIXTEEN PAGES

John E. Redmond’s War Tale
Brought Home From Battlefield

Irish Leader’s Speech
On Return From
Front

A MARVELOUS SIGHT

Wonderful Werk of Organization
Struck Him—Caring For The
Souls as Well as the Bodies of
the Seldiers—A Message From
Stricken Belgium

- (London Times.

Mr. Redmond returned to London last
evening after his week at the fromt,
spent visiting the Irish regiments there.
Within two hours of his return he ap-
i;eared on the platform at the Queen’s

all to appeal to Irishmen in London to
enlist in the London Irish Rifles. Mr.
Redmond who was only able, as he ex-
plained, to get back to London in time

to address the meeting by crossing in'a
troopship, gave an account of his out-
standing impressions as the result of his
visit, and intimated he would publish a
connected story of his experiences in a
few days.
Mr. Redmond said: When I was in-
vited some weeks ago to address a meet-
ing in support of the London Irish Regi-
ment I gladly accepted the invitation,
and I have for some time been looking
Sorward with the greatest pleasure to the
occasion.- But events so fell out that at
the last moment I was very nearly pre-
vented from being here tonight, and
I could not have been here if I had not
had the privilege of coming from France
his afternoon in a troopship. I have just
conduded a visit to the French and
English and Belgian lines. I have just
finished the most interesting, the most

thrilling, and the proudest week of my |

life. (Cheers.. That week has been so
crowded with incidents, so full of blend-
ed pathos and pride, and so full of inter-

ymixed tragedy and glory, that I feel it
impossible for me at a moment’s notice
to speak at any length of my experiences
or of the impressions that I have
brought back. I hope in a day or two
that it will be posslble for me to give to
the public something in the nature of
@ -connected narrative, but all I.can do
tonight is to allude shortly to itwo or
or three of the: o.u.tsundmg facts.

Flve&cllstodno

First of all the one gmt impression
that I ‘have brought back from the front
is the absolute confidence of our troops.
There are no pessimists at the front.
(Cheers) From the Commander-in- |’
Chief down through all ranks of the
army there is but one feeling, tha of ab-
solute confidence in the result of this

war. (Cheers) I can say from my experi- ‘may

ence there that there is a universal feel-
ing of resentment against those people in
this eountry who gre spreading the feel-
ing of pessimism. (Cheers). It has been
said to me over and over again. Why is
not the “all‘is lost brigade” sent to the
_front? (Laughter.) The one remedy for
‘any man who is depressed or despond-
ent is to go to meet the troops at the
front. The real truth’ of the matter is
this: So far as the western front is con-
cerned Germany is beaten. (Cheers)
Every day and every hour she is getting
weaker on ‘that front and we are get-
ting stronger. For every shell the Ger-
mans throw today we throw five (cheers)
and any body who would attempt to
greach pessimism in the English or the

rench or the Belgian lines today would
get a very uncomfortable reception.

‘The second great broad impression
which I have brought back from my vis-
4t is the amazing character of the organi-
gation. No one can understand the or-
ganization of the army of 1,000,000 men
and more who has not seen something of
it. We wonder how £4,000,000 or £5,000,-
000 a day are spent. A visit to the front
is a great revelation. Although I do not
Jknow much about military matters. I
;still thought I had an intelligent know-
"nedge, speaking generally, ‘about these
affairs, but I found that I was in a state
of profound ignorance.

Nothing more amazing than the spec-
tacle of the organization of the English
army can be conceived. I drove through
miles and miles of stores, of motor lor-
ries carrying munitions, food, stores of
all sorts, going from the base to the front
regularly, backwards and forwards like
clockwork, without a hitch of any sort

or kind, and bringing from ‘the base en-
ormous stores of every.sort and kind.
The organization is perfect in every pos-
sible respect—the transport of the troops
the transport of the commissariat, the
transport of clothing and the transport
of ammunition is going ‘on today like
clockwork.

Care for Souls and Bodies

The medical organization is amszing.]
A few yards behind the firing trench
is a first-aid hospital. There is a dloctor,
there also is'a priest or clergyman
(Cheeérs).. From there the wounded man
is ‘brought a little further back tb the
,ambulances, and he goes by ambulance
straight away to (the clearing” hospital.
In cases which are not too bad fér the
treatment, it is true to say that within
seven or eight hours a wounded soldier
be back here in London
(clwers) while the ‘really seripus cases
will be in the great hospitals at the base,
I went through a number of those hos-
pitals, and anything more perfect it is
impossible to conceive. (Chéers.) I am
perfectly sure that no army in the ﬂeld.
in the whole ‘history of the world ever
has as perfect a medical organization.
(Cheers.)

So ‘also may I say of the religious or~
ganization. War is a terrible thing and
brings out many brutal acts, but war
also very often brings out all that is
good in a man. (Cheers.) No one can go
as I went and see the Catholic chaplain,
the Protestant chaplain, and the Pres-
byterian chaplain working hand in hand
(cheers) in the true sense of Christian
brotherhood; no one can-witness as Idid,
the wave of religious emotion: and en-,
thusiasm which swadys the troops of ‘all
religions without admitting that with all.

4of -it, deals - with over.
That great -wdrk-of: o
work of the administrative staff. I think
that nothing '“more mischievous

healthy” and 'fit in appearance, and I

came to the conclusion that no army in

the history of the world was ever better

looked after and cared for than our

army in the field.
Lord St. Davids’ "Gurgu 5

That great work of organization, am-
azing as-it is when you' come“to think

b1 ,000,000 ' men,
tion is the

or

cowardly has ever been. done;in public

life in this country than the speech the
other day in the House of Lordsof Lord
St. Davids,
Staff which is workin,
tem as having a goos
made of shirkers, young fellows. of high
social position who have taken no share
in the fighting and’who dre living idle

who pictured the General
all this great sys-
“time, as being

and viclous:lives.

I say without clrcumlocation thst that
is @ lie. (Cheers.)’ I have been a wit-
ness of the work of ‘this administrative
staff. These men are at work. before 9

o’clock in the morning, and they go on
with their work after dinner until 10
or 11 o’clock at night. So far from lead-
ing' idle lives, they are. the - hardest
worked men I have ever come across.
So far from being shirkers, almost all
the young men who are employed upon
the staff are men who have already
served in this war, who have been
wounded and severely wounded, I met
some of these “shirkers leading idle and

vicious lives,” and 1 inquired who they|

were. I found they were men who had

been shot thmugh both lungs nine
nionths ago, ‘who had recovered from
their wounds, and who had gone now,

its horrors war does bring out something ) instead of being sént right back to the

that is noble in human nature. The piests
and clegymen ae doing the noblest
work and many of the generals in com-
mand with whom I spoke said that,
apart altogether from religion, the work
which all these men do in acting as the
strengthening and rallying point for the
regiment to which they are attached
made them invaluable. Many of them,
as you know, have given their lives and
there is not a day at any part' of the
firing trenches where. these true Chris-
tian clergymen of various denominations
are not to be found. Therefore I say the
religious organization also is perfect.

I saw the men in the front firing line
and in the support lines, and all along
through France and Belgium I found
them cheery, confident, well-clothed,

front, to help at headquarters for the
purpose of doing this work, and work-
ing from 9 o’clock in the morning until
10 or 11 at night.

The Censor and the Press

I say that nothing more disgraceful

has happened’in this country than for
anyone, whether he be peer or commoner,
{0 use the privileges of parliament for
circulating libels against men who are
absent and ‘cannot defend themselves.
For my part I have often criticized the
censor, but I know of no accusation that
can. 'be made against him so great as
that of allowing these libels to be pub-
lished.
kind. it hight have been' stopped, but
‘because it was a speech in the House of

If a letter were written of that

BRITISH

WAR TROPHIES ON

VIEW

Lerds the censor allowed (it to be pub-
lished.

The unwritten censorship of the press
very often curtails the reports of
speeches in the House of Commons
(laughter), and sometimes, when we
heve delivered an oration which makes
us feel proud and even wvain, we are
suddenly pulled up the next morning
and brought fo our bearings by secing
the. reports in the paper which consist
of “Mr. Redmond offered a few re-
marks.” (Laughter.) If the censor has
not the courage to censor speeches  of
that kind made in parliament, I think
the press of this country, should have
that courage®{cheers), and the press of
this country ufidertakes a great respon-
sibility if it ‘gives to members of the
House ‘of Lords or of the House of
Commons reports of speeches ‘containing
likels of this kind which those who make
them dare not repeat outside the priv-
ilege' of parlisgment, (Cheers.)

The Irish, Regiments

My object in going to the front was
to pay a visit to the Irish regiments. I
had the honor of meeting and speaking
to every Irish regiment at the front,
with one exception, and I had to give up
that privilege of addressing them in or-
der to have-the privilege of addressing
you. I found the Irish regiments full
of confidence, full of cheerfulness, and
full of fight.  (Cheers.) In most cases
they marched on parade to hear my re~
marks headed by pipers playing “O’Pon-
nell Abocs” or “God Save Ireland,” and
they carried with them flags of Ire-
land. ‘I not only met them on' parade,
but I met them in the trenches.

Let me say just one thing which
touched me and filled my heart with
hope. In one part of the firing trenches
1 went to I found a battalion of the
Ulster division from Belfast (cheers) side
by side with the Dublins. = (Loud

‘found -that, so far from any friction
having arisen between them, they were
there, like true comrades and  brother
Irishmen. (Cheers.) I pray God that
may go on. I pray that wherever an
Irish battalion goes into action, there
may be & battalich of the: Ulster divi-
sion of the Ulster division alongside of
them. (Cheers.) I need not point the
moral to you. This is the way to end
the unhappiness, the dlscgrds, and the
confusion of Ircland. If = Irish people
come together in the trenches, risk their
lives together and spill their blood to-
gether, there is no power on ‘earth whxgh,l
when they come home, can’induce tg&::
to turn as enemies one upon Fhe o

Names of Units Suppressed, .- -

The one complaint' T have to make
with reference to the Irish regiments is
that they do not 'get sufficient reeogni-
tion in despatches. (Chéers). At the
front their deeds are the theme of ev;rx
tongue, from that of the commander-in:
'chiéf down; but if you are to iﬂdﬁ
from  the ofﬂcml dispatches they have
done nothing 'very remarkable. T
T tepeat an appeal whg’{!ly‘u::dc in'the
House of Commons re hat when

regimient, English, i"Scottish, 'or'
Welsh" does something cnlarly gal-
lafit there should be recognition
of the fact. '(Cheers.)

Take the case of the London Trish.
(Cheers.) Their gallantry - at the: battle
of Loos T found to-be a'theme on every|
tongué at the front. KEvery general and
every commanding officer'] met spoke to
me, of what they had done, Théy were
the first: into the village of Loos, they
captured fiyve guns there; they made vic-
tory certain, and they commenced the
charge by bringing out ‘& football and
dribbling it along. (Cheefs.)) It ig hard
to bear when one finds in the official
despatches this regiment described as a
certain Territorial regiment. I do not
grudge the honor and glory of the Lon-
don Scottish; but why;’ when it is not
the London Scottish but the London
Irish, should the fact be kept back from
the public? (Cheers.) . I'made represent-
ations at headquarters in France, I have
made them'in the House of Commons,
and I appeal again tonight that credit
shall be given to each regiment for what
1it has done, and I am confident that
such ‘a recognition will have a magni-
ficent effect upon the whole ‘moral of
‘the regiment and upon the future of re-
cruiting. (Cheers.)

It was .a great regret to me that I
was unable to meét and to speak to the
London Irish Regithent. When I:ex-
pressed a wish to meet the Irish regi-
ments it was understood that I meant
the Irish regiments raised in Ireland, and
when I got to France I found that a
programme had been drawn up of all my
movements for each day. I was told
that I was under military discipline
(laughter) -and that the programme must
not be altered. All I saw of the London

Irish ' was when -1 drove through the
ldivision to: which they belong, when a.
number of ‘them were lined up on the
road, and I had the gratification of be-
ing saluted by many who seemed to re-
cognize me.

I have come here tonight to try to do
a good turn to this great Irish regiment,
which ought to be regarded as much an
Irish regiment as the Munsters, or the
Dublins, or the.Connaughts. I have come
here tonight to. appeal to Irishmen in
the metropolis to:come forward to fili the
ranks of its battalions, so that they may
be ‘able to come to the aid of the regi-
ments in the field.

The Desolation of Belgium,

Yesterday I spent in Belgium. I have
never in my life felt so thrilled by pity
and indignation. 1 went along the
Belgium firing lines, and I looked out,
and I saw in one direction an endl('ss
sea of war where the people had opened
the floodgates and inundated their own
land in order to protect themselves. The
water is saltish, and I was told by Bel-
gians there that it' will be ten years af-
ter the end of the war before that land
can be properly cultivated again. I then
drove where there was: no water for
miles, through villages and towns with-
out a single living inhabitant. There was
not a single civilian in some of these
towns. There were a few Belgian sol-
diers living in cellars, but there was not
a building standing. Such a scene of
desolation and horror you cannot con-
ceive. Churches battered to the ground,
and, what should touch us even more
nearly, every house battered to the
ground. To go down the centre of the
street you have to climb over heaps of
broken furniture, broken statues of the
Virgin and of our Lord, and the little
utensils and household goods of these
people in one great mass of ruin. The
bombardment still goes on.

Today in the town of Nieuport, which
was a flourishing fashionable seaside re-

’

cheers.) I spoke to them ‘all, and I}
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fore we went there the shelling had
been renewed—what military object to
be derived from it I do not know. There
was just one small portion of one tower
of that superb cathedral standing, and
the day before I went there the Germans
battered it down,

I read in the papers before I went a
number’ of ‘stories about crucifixes and
holy statues escaping marvellously, but
1 had not paid very much attention to
them; . In this particular Cathedral I

W the walls battered down almost ‘to
zl\e ground, but about twelve feet high in
some places; while just outside, oppos-
ite where the front door had been, there
was: standing a stone pillar about four-
teen feet high with a crucifix upon it,
and though wherever the .eye  could
¢ “there . was nothing but ruin and
desolation, there was not a scratch upon
‘that! pillar or crucifix. It is an extra-
‘0 sxxht. The crucifix is standing
with _the*ruined church behind it, and
gll round nothing but desolation . aad
wretchedness. No man could see that
without being profoundly touched

King Albert:

Then I was presented to the King of
the Belgians. (Cheers.) There is no
more heroic figure and no more tragic
figure in the world today, or perhaps.in-
deed it would not be too much to say in
.the pages of history. There he is, a man
-of magnificent physique, in the bloom of
manhood, living for the last fifteen
months in a little detached villa on the
sands, within about thirty feet of the
sea, facing the cruel, melancholy sea,
right in the shell area with shells falling
all round or from time to time. There he
stands alone with a kingdom twenty-five
miles long and only ten miles deep, with
the remnant of his people in the trenches.
He spends’ his time entirely ‘in the
trenches or riding about the lines or
looking across the sea into the immeas-
urable future for some hope - for his
country or his people, but not with one
quaver in his heart or his mind. There
he stands and there, he will stand, what-
ever the result may ‘be for the independ-
ence of his country and for the rights of
his people. (Cheers).

I told him that I could speak on these
questions: for Ireland—Ireland poor and
weak, but yet Ireland determined at any
cost, at any sacrifice, to stand by the
Belgxan nation. (Chcers) He cordially
expressed his sense of gratitude for the
action of Ireland:* He told me he was
familiar with the connecting historv of
Belgium and Ireland, and that all
through the war he had noticed with
‘the deepest gratitude the sympathy of
Ireland. He said with emotion to me
that nothing had touched him more than
the spectacle ,of the poor Irish people in
every little parish subscribing money for
the Belgium refugees, and he added, “I
have been told that little Irish children
have subscribed money.” He asked me
to bring back to the Irish people the
expression of his good will and gratitude
and I ended the interview by assuring
him that, come weal or woe, so long as it
rested with us in Ireland we would have

succeed altogether in' absorbing all %
immigrants, or if these people could no
live in'peace in Europe, how are we in
Canada going to assimilate them?

. Mr. Woodsworth did not give anp
speciﬂc answers to his questions, but im
pressed their magnitude and importance
npon his hearers. He did suggest that
we should close our doors to imnfigrants
until we are prepared to educate them
to our ideals,

WILL WE BECOME
A MONGREL RACE?

Ferum Speaker Propounds Ques-| " We should also be prepared to accept
tion — QOther Alternative, He “;ehct‘;l;';re ﬂzydbﬂnsicto it Rt
o ure mus! e m
Says, is D‘V{ded-N“‘on broaden our ideals so as to include the
{Ottawa Free Press.)

best of theirs. 'The speaker also sug«
gested that if land were more accessible
A few pertinent questions calculated | the- task of 'democratization would = be
to give his audience thought, and which | facilitated. \
were. not very easily answered, were
propounded at the People’s Forum' last

The Statistics,
night by J.:S. Woodsworbh, secretary of

With the aid of charts the speaker
the Canadian Welfare League, one of the | SoWed ‘the statistics of | immigration
founders of the Arst Fornm in Winni-

covering the past fourteen years, and its
peg six years ogo. He has been - its cources, The figures for the year 1918-14
president ever since. Mr. Woodsworth

were 884,478, Of these, 184,726 w 3
spoke on the “Foreign Born,” and praised non-English speaking peoples. These 1
tre Forum movement as a factor in the

ter, again, were foreign.to each other.
Canadianizing. 9f our-immigrants, Im-, The Canadians were an amalgam wlnch
migration to Canada hds been so great

4annst bind together these
that ‘it ' will /soon. be & 'questibn, not a&,

verse peo
'8 Pasbs Metno
what we will do with the new arriv auls Methodist.c! Y“ I
but of what they wil do. with us, morning and gave an addrees on’ m“s

lation of the church to the: problem of
many foréigners have arrived in Canmla
during the last fifteen years as there gtllmxgrg;:lmni. hH° enknpha.s -the h:::
were Canadians fifteen years ago. We buaxltdv:)tte t adt:a ite:“wtmm
must éither mix with these people and [ 01 ¢ L AW UD pog RPSSEHL ipapuia- )
become a* composite or mongrel race, or| o™ h °i" Late £ m ":r’ ’6?
we may remain separate and be a divid- te:oug }me - c 0:; th;
ed nation. If we mix with them, what | 588,  =° ds‘"f e in Wi
will ‘be our national ideals or our nation- zor 5 Gone 39, w g
at politics? The west will soon be large- | MP€&:
ly populated by foreign-born, and will| -
cease to take its ideals from the British
Ontario,

Future Lies with Immigrants.

The future lies with them, not with
the Canadian-born, but with the immi-
grants. If the United States did not

A burly man, the

health and strength, %

fice of a prominent  acdie

company the other day

insured. g !
“Are you en

businessg’ ‘;skcdntsl:g min s Mm
“Not in the least,” replied the applice

ant.
m

no peace which had not as its first con-
dition the repatriation of the Belgians.

From the Irish Troops to Ireland

In conclusion, let me say that I have
brought Back from the Irish troops from
the front a message to Ireland. I told
them that I brought them a message
from Ireland of sympathy and of pride
and encouragement, and they asked me
to bring back the message to Ireland
that they felt, every man of them, that
in this war they were fighting, not mere-
ly for the absolute principle of liberty
and right, not merely to avenge Bel-
gium, but that they were fighting for the
freedom and prosperity of their own
beloved Ireland. (Cheers.) All they ask
is that Ireland will stand by them. Ire-
land has sent them to the front, Ire-
land’s duty is to stand by them; and
what I would say to the Irish people is
that Ireland would for ever be disgraced
in the history of the world if, having
sent these men to the front, they did not
raise the necessary reserves to fill every.
gap that may arise in their ranks.
(Cheers.)

“Does your bnsinec
for you to be without llaep at night?*

“No, sir.”

“Would your business ever: !eqn!re
to be where there were excited
for instance, at a riot-or a fire™

“Never, sir.”

“Is your business such as to
you liable to injury from carriages
runaway horses? . |

“Oh, no, sir!”

“Does your business throw m-e-h
tact with the criminal classes?”

“Good gracious! No, sir.”

“I think you are eligible. Whst 1g
your business?’ ®

“]l am a policeman®

Allie Bergeron of Erving on a.

hunt was so confident he would bag a,
deer that he started out with a. wheels'
barrow in which to bring home ' his:
prize. His confidence was well
for a few hours later hé pushed .tha
wheelbarrow, loaded with the body’ of a
fat buck into Erving.

MAP OF WAR AREA IN MESOPOTAMIA

R
A

MAP e MESOPOTAMIA WNERE.

Photo shows arnllcryma; -placing in posmon for display in ch.to e Square. B:rmmgh&m, E.ngland one
of the new type of field guns captured from theGermans dunngtherecemBrrmh advance in France.

| sort before the war, there is not a single
man or woman or child. The dav be-
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