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IMUiitwl out, the |),)li<y initiatcil l>y Howluiui Hi!! w.is fvcii Iwttcr iidiiptcd lor
the teleitr.iphMcrvicc than the mail service. The year i)efi)re the traiLster to tlic

Post Office Department, 7,()()0,()(H) inessafie.s were transmitted hy the companies.
Witha^treatly reduced tariff, the lni.sines.s increased fifty per cent the first year, and
contiinie<l to iiicrea.s(! immensely, from year to year. The total business in the
twentieth year reached 94,0(K),(»()0 mes,sa>^s. In the Post -.Master Ceneral's
Heport for IS9.5, it is ix)inted out, that without incluui..« tlu purchase lucuiey
of the original lines, the receipts exceeded t)\- expenditure In a total sum of
£1,7!)."),(I0(), e<iual to an averajre annual surplus of t;71,>S()(».

The principle of a uniform low rate for all distances in conneciion with the
mail .service of the Dominion has now heen well testtxl. For the sn.i!! charne of
two cents, a letter can he .sent to, and deliveretl in, any irihaliited part of Canada.
The expenditure in reaching; the out!yiii<r sections, such as the Yulvon and .\tlin

Disticts, is considerahle, hut notwithstandiii}' that fact the p'neral returns of
the Post Office are most satisfactory-. The Report of the Post-Master
(iencral for !!»()'> shows a surfilus of more than a million dolhirs (.'Jl ,{)1 1

,7t>.").:{.")i

in the year's op. rations. .Nh)re(,vcr, theout!.)ol< for the present year is l)clieved
to l)e very imich better. Such l)ein^r the ca.se. there nee.l be no hesitation in

applyinj; the princ'rl,- of Howla-:,! Hills f;reat reform to the telcsrraph .-ervice of
Canada.

Ihcre is every rea.son foi- tlw reform. There is m> necessity for adopting.'

a .litiher tariff of charges than that which has sjiven so much satisfaction in th.'

Mot Her Country. The eiiuivaleiit in Canada would be a uniform charge of our
ctn! (I wiinl /or nil (li.stdiirrx, and the minimum message may consist of any numbc
of wolds, from ten to twenty-five, whicli may l)e detennine.l. In view of tin:

geosjraphical conditions of the Dominion, there is no country on the face of tlie

lllolie where the peculiarities of the electric teleirraph and its hi,','h value as a
means of instantaiu'ous <-ommunication between points widely .separate,! li\

distance, can l)eturne,l to l)etfer account than in Canada.

No Ic.-s im|)oitant is the pro|)o.s;i|, whicli lias frei|uently been con.sidcrcd, to
establish a stat.'-owned .Atlantic Cal)lc It is und.-r.stood that there is evi leiice
in posse.s.si(ui of tlie Canadian (ioveniment as to its cost, its worl<inz expenses,
its probable traffic and all other particulars. The evidence which has for some
tin" been ae<'umulalin!:, noes to .show beyond all (lueslion that, ifplace! imdei
the i-ontr-ol of the Canadian Post Ollice the traffic which could immiyiiately be
couiite.! on, reciioiR.d at the small charire of five cents a word, would be sutlicicnt
to cover all working: e\|)erises, inl.Tc.st on cost and sinking fund to replace
capital.

Such liein^ the ca.se, it is obvious that an .\tlantic Calile under the control
of the Canadian Post OfIi<-e Department, and able to tran.smit messages at so low
aiatewoul<ibeanimmen.seadvantaj;etoall commercial men. If, however, it should
be deenie«l inexpedient, tor any rea.son, to commence by loweriiij; charges to live
cents a word, a betjinninj; niijrht l)e made at ten centsawonl, a rate sixty per cent
lower than the present tariff which is twenty-five cents a word. .\ re<luclion to
ten cents or even t wi'lve ci'iils (six pi^nce!, would tend fireatly to increa.se trei^dom
of telegraphic intercourse and l)e of incalculable advantaire to Camiiia and the
Mother Country, and indeed as will |)re.senlly be.-.hou n lo the whole Kmpire.


