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*n«J inuustry in discovering, dispersing, and puni.-^hing the said

conventicle." W any justice of the poaco refused to do his

duty he was to b«^ lined five pounds ; and tho Act was to be

*' construed most larydij and bencficidbj for the suppressing

ofconvcnlldrs, and for the Justification and encouratjunent of

aU persons to be cinf)loijod in the execution thereof /"

These hiw.s, it will l>e observed, were not confined to

those wlio had been ejected from tho Ciiurch of Eng-

land, and their adherents. They afTected all dissidents,

ol every name, the Indepcnden *ho Baptists, tho Quakers

und othur.s. No ntan was to ' worship (Jod contr.iry to

the law." If he dared to pray, or to prai-e God, to instruct

others, or to receive in>truetion, in any other manner than the

Act of Unifortnity enjoined, he uiu!>t suffer tlu connecjuenceS;

in purse, or person, or both. And tho poMaltios of the Act,

were enforced on all who should tench children without sub-

n itting themselves and declaring their adhesion to the church.

Thus the minister was prevented trom bocomin<^ a schoolmaster,

and by that meaijs procuring a livelihood. Every avenue was

to bo shut against him. He must conform—or go into exile

—

or die.

Tb J sufferings which befel tho Nonconformists in conse-juence

of these Acts, during the reign of Charles It. and James II.

were aUogether without parallel. At first, the ministers only

were the victims. Preaehing the gospel in contravention of

the law was a crime. Men might not be exhorted to repon-

tance nor trained in piety by those who were not recognised

as regular ministers of the Church of England. All others

ran the risk of fine and imprisonment ; and then, when the fine

was paid or tho impri." ment terminated, the oath already

referred to was reiiuired to be taken, or they were called on

to give security for " good behaviour," which " good behavi-

our" was construed to mean abstinence from preaching—

a

conditioQ to which they could not submit. Protracted imprie-


