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MINOR NOTES.

A I.AIiUK SKATK.

At AHtoria, on .lane L'O, two saliiioii {{ill-net flslierineii brought in u very large

skate, wliirli liad hecoine entan;;lcd in tlieii' net at tlie nioiitli id' tlit^ river, it was
landed at a cannery, and was said by a number of people wlio saw it t(t iiave been

the largest akate ever lauded in Astoria. Its greatest width was 5 feet, its total

lentjth was a little over (I feet, and its wei},'lit was 150 pounds. A Chinese sabnoii

dresser was enga};ed to ojien tlielish; its alimentary traet was found to contain a
number of eral)!, (r«;«^r w*«(//«^tT), some of which were almost whole. The dliinese

cannery hands watched the e\ isceiatimi of the skate very intently, and when the

oppoi'tunity (uiine hastily madeiott with the intestines, which are, by tlieni, consnleied

a giciit delicacy. From a sketch made of this skate and an examination of the teeth

the specimen has since been identillt'd as the \>\n skate
(
/iVm'x cooperi (iirard). It in

the largest representative of the genus on the Pacific coast, and is hnid by Jordan

iVt (lilbert to have an egg (lase nearly a foot in length. According to the. o authorities,

it is abundant from Monterey to Sitka.

FIHH IN LOS AN<»BLEH MAKKET.

At Lo8 Angeles, on .Iiiiie ~>, the following meager representatives of the rich fish

fauna of the coast of Los Angeles County were seen in the market, which is sii[»plied

by the fishermen of San I'edro:

Serlola doraalis. Vellow-ttiil. One IImU wtiiKliinu LTi ]ioiinilH.

Orcynus alaloiiga. Albiuore. Onr wiiinliin-; LT) iiipiiikIh.

Sarda cbllenslB. Ilonito. Two having; wei^ilit of S |ioiinilH oncli,

Halichoerea semicliictua. Kiliifinli. Si'venil wriKliiiig iilioiit a ]iounil oacb.

Sebaatichthya, Hprvies. Uorkjinli. A nnniliur of tlieHu tinh, belonging to Hvvoral Hjteciea, wore on oale.

Leptocottuaiarmatua. Sciilpiii. A few.

Parallchthya oallfornloua. Halibut. Srvoral.

Oncorhynohua chouicha. Salmon. A few from San Francisco.

Miorogadua proxlmua. Tomvinl. (;oinniiiii.

Some anchovies (iS7«/(7»/iorM» nwf/e«#) prepared as '• Russian sardines" were also

.seen.

FRESII-WATEK (."UAWFISII.

The business of takiiu'' crawfish for market is of very recent origin, and their utili-

zation is as yet limited, y.-veral sjiecies of the genus I'ottiinohinti are t'oiiiid in the west

coast States, but they are taken only in a few localities. They may be seen «^\i>osed

for sale in San li'ranci.sco and Portland. Tliev are especially numerous in the sloughs

of the Columbia and Willamette rivers, from which the greater part of the siii»idy is

now drawn, although they occur in great abundance in suitable situations throughout

this region. On .lune 18 several hundreil remarkably large and fine looking crawfish

were seen at a lish-stand in Portland. Some were somewhat over •» inches in body

length.


