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lull , oil llu- otlirr liiilnl, lliiH IKit \\\v liniillty r>f half ii coiitilR'Ht,

licli ill iiiitural icsoiii'i-es, iiiiiiistt'ii'*! liiu'rally t<> our >\aiil!>''

llavi' tilt' ipaiily vi}:,or, moral iNcclIciu-y and industry of a

yoipisj; coiiiitvy to he coiiiputtMl hy a pilf of ;j;oM coiiiM? |)i<l

not a frii^yal tU'crcc (»f that t^o^ariouH lawj^ivci', I.yciir^us,

ci'utui ii's ago, attack the Iuxiu'Ioum lialiits of the Spartans -

loiij^f aci'iistoiiH'd to wealth- and prohihit the cuni'iicy of ;j;olil

and silver eoins, siihstitiitiiig' iron ; inunense i|iiaiitilieM thereof

represeiitiiii,' hut a trilling value ".' The eonditions whieh origi-

nated in this step k'd to Sparta ae«]uiiing' the di>tiii;j,uished

eharac'ter hy which xhe has suhse(|tieiitly heeii known to liin-

tory. Wealth far sur])assing the fahulouH treasure of ('i«enns

lies hidden, nay is disclosed, in the hroad surface of this laml,

and with a niarvellousnesM exceeding the pretentions alche-

mists of old, industry's hand needs hut touch the most worth-

less products when it hi'comes changed into gold, or into its

nearest e(|uivalent for human existmiee—bread. It is true

that the unseulptured creations of Canada's history, in the

main, yet repose in unhorn minds and unwrought deeds, hut

centuries hence those characters shall, life like, lea|) f(»rth to

posterity, hewn not hy the sword and thel)attle axe of a Itai-

harous and rude age, hut hy the cunning hand of intelligence,

industry and national eijuality.

The pillars of the im])erious temple of Canadian history

already tov';r aloft, and if yet tlie superstructure, contains

no glorioiu cene emulating the eoiupiest of an India, it is

also spared the sad memory of an inhuman Hastings and a

tale of widespread woe. If as yet it remains unadorned by
the distinguished presence <.f a T.acOn, a Chatham or a liiirke,

it is also wanting in exjunple ^he raracity of a Marlborough,
the barbarity of a .Ictb-eys; and the i)er(idy of a Charles 1.

If yet it cannot exult in the claim of ancient and illustrious
nobility, it knows not the reproach of denying the title of the
meanest citizen to a fair apportionment of this country's life

•s^ustaining domain. If yet it remains unhallowed by the
iwemory of fierce finc> of intellectual and religious thraldom.


