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governments much oftener. These hold office just as long as they can stir up
" burning questions " to divert public attention from other defects.

It is curious how some journals, once delighted with the prospect of Reci-

procity, have changed their tune. It cannot be on account ot the terms. The
terms were the same at first as last. But the contempt of the American Senate,

after such humiliating concessions by this country, has " raised their dander,"
and made them quite national. After leading the Canadian Free Trade party

into so bad a trap, it seems ungrateful of the Senate to desert it at the last

moment. The terms were almost as good as annexation. After this, it is

doubtful if the Americans would admit us into the Union without a bonus. Says
one journal :

" Nothing now remains to us but to shape our own policy in our
own way. Since it cannot be, in any degree, North American, it must be distinc-

tively Canadian." This was the proper course from the first. " We cannot
shift the wind," the opinions or prejudices of foreign governments, or people

;

but we can " shift the sail," " shape our own policy in our own way."
The "almighty dollar" is said to govern the States, but something more

than dollars entered into their calculations in this case. Canada offered to

become annexed in almost everything except the name ; but, understanding their

dignity, they agreed among themselves to forego these advantages, and thus treat

Canada with contempt.
The time has not yet arrived to get good terms from the States. It may not

arrive for a generation. It will be brought about by events over which we have
no control. One of these events may occur at any time. Should a civil war
again arise ; should the South or West secede, then our friendship, our neutrality,

and our trade will be appreciated. The Eastern and Northern States are

threatened both by the South and West. Should splits of this kind occur, our
intercourse with the Eastern States may become intimate and profitable. As
the Union stands at present there is little chance of either an honourable
or profitable treaty. If we ever get Reciprocity on a fair basis, in my
opinion, it will be with the Eastern and Northwestern States as a separate

nation. These States and Canada have many interest in common. They
are bound together by the great lakes and the St. Lawrence. They are

interested in each other as neighbours. But the other sections, namely : the

South and Far-West, while filled with all the prejudices of foreigners, have no
neighbourly sympathies for us at all. What sympathy have we for Mexico ?

Texas or California cannot have more for us. Besides, there is a great contest

commencing between civilization and barbarism. The heathen Chinese will

complete the degradation begun by universal suffrage and the enfranchisement

of the negroes. Not all the religious, intellectual, and moral agencies in the

Union can civilize the huge stream of Chinese immigration pouring into the

country. The Goths did not give Italy more trouble than the Chinese may give

the States. Immigration is overdone. Too much attention is paid to the

quantity and too little to the quality. There is too much undesirable immigra-
^ia-.. They invite the refuse of all countries, thinking to make themselves
! ^-ipidable among nations. That refuse has become formidable to themselves.

W. DEWART.
Fenelon Falls.

Not!.— biitce writiHg the foregoing letters, espcctuUy thoBO in 1874, 1 have come to the conclusion
that Free-Trade does not suit even in England.


