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. It will be much more difficult to find for tlie

Wed Indies a fufficiert fupply of rice and Indian

corn, which are both faid to be abfblutely cITential.

Jt is however a comfortable conlideration, that

neither rice nor Indian corn formed the food cf the

ilaves. Of rice there were^only imported in the

Britifh Well indies, if we may judge from a three

years avei age ending with J773, 20563 barrels*,

which were all conlumed at the luxurious tables of

the fcventy thoufand matters. Of Indian corn

there were equally required, if we may detennirte

from a fnnilar average, 401,471 bulhels+j which

had done fomething more than fuinifh 400,000 (laves

with one week's fupply, had the negroes confumed

what was aflually given to the horfes and other la-

bouring cattle. Kice then was a luxury of the

rich ; and Indian corn was the food of labourers,

who indeed were equally entitled to their hire.

It is not then fo much to be lamented, that from

the United States, rice and Indian corn can alone

be procured in lufficient quantities. But, every

community

• The Cudom-houre entries.

f Id. Indian corn was the only article of provifions, which

was unre^ifonable in its price, according to the lateft accounts

trom the Weft-Indies, [f *asas high as 5s. lod. fterling per

bu(hcl at Antigua in Aj^rW: But, it was about the fame

time as high as 4'i. flerling the biin^el in Virginia ; and corn
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ai 3s. fterling tht- bulhcl. All ihrfe high prices v^cre owing

to the levcrity (I the preceding winter, when the planters

were obl-ged to feed their caule with the corn which thf y

ufed 10 ogport.


