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TH E filence with which you are permitted

to aflemble at this very critical junfture.

You may with more reaibn impute to the

imbecilhty of adminiihation, and the diftraflion

of tlieir councils, than to the integrity of their in-

tentions, a refpedt to your independence, or to the

Want of an hireling to execute their purpofe.

The laft SefTions of Parliament was opened

iinder a fcourge of ironical ridicule, too thinly

veiled for the concealment of its audiors, or in-

tention i And yet whilft the fneer arofe, and was
encouraged from that part of the houfe which

dared avow the p'lrpofe of reprefling public de-

bate, and of difcountenancing thofe who had al-

ways aded honeftly, and wilhed then to fpeak with

freedom
; Judicious men would not commend

or join in it : and even thofe whom a flow of fpi-

rits, or the poignancy of the fatire had united in

the general laugh, felt upon reflection a ferious

and deep regret, that they might, by their indif-

cretion, have aflifted a fcheme, fatal to the free-

dom of debate in parliament, and therefore dan-
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