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tionable to the Expence ic coft us, and therefore

the Bulk of the Nation were not at all fenfible of

the Danger of running into fuch a War again

j

and as this Method has been puffucd ever fincc,

^e have gone on mcreafing, irt a!l outward ap-

pearance, in Tfadeiind Riches, which has given

Countenance to the mighty Demands made upon
us, for the Support oT the Ballance of Power,

when in reality we have been in a Condition

leaft able to compfy with them *, and as this is a
Matter of the laft Importancie, as it is indeed the

one Thing neeeffary to be underttood, I hope the

Reader will bear with me, ifl lay outa lar^e

proportion of my own Time, and take up fome

of his, in order thoroughly to 'icplain it.

' It is a thing very evident, t&ac the Increafc

#kI Decreafe of Coin ant Bullion, are the true

Signs of a flouriftiing or decaying State of any

Nation *, and the Reafon is plainly this, becaule

if the inhabitants of any Country live within

Bounds, their Frugality, with a reafonable Pro-

portion of Iriduftry, muft neceffarily draw great

Sums of Money into that Country, by varioun

Channels; whereas if any People through Lux-
ury, Idlenefs, or foreign Wars run into fuch

Expences, as they cannot afford, the Ccnfequencc

muft be, that as a Nation they will grow poor,

of whicii the Scarcity of Cjin and Bullion will be

a certain Mark. This happened frequently in

former Reigns, and forced our Princes upon
ftrange Expedients; King Henry III. granted

Letters Patent to the Archbifhop oiTork^ to im-
power him to pawn his Jewels; and the great

Edward I. granted the like Letters Patent to

Giles Andover, Edward III.pawned his Jewels to

pay certaiti Foreign Mercenaries their Wages,
as appears by th^- clofc Rolls, in the Tower, of

the


