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pears to have been constructed towards the -

middle of the eighteenth century. The rapid

ascents have been carefully avoided; and the

charge which is brought against the engineer,

of lengthening too much the road, will be dropt

when wheel carriages shall be substituted to

the carriage of goods on the backs of mules.

The construction of this road will probably cost

more than 16 millions of francs*; but we hope

that so beautiful and useful a work will not

suffer any interruption. It is an object of the

highest importance, for those parts of Mexico

the most remote from the capital, and the port

of Vera Cruz; for when the road shall be com-

pleted, the price of iron, mercury, spirituous

liquors, paper, and all the other commodities of

Europe, will experience a sensible fall in price;

the Mexican flour which has hitherto been

dearer at the Havannah than the flour of Phila-

delphia, will be naturally preferred to t{ie latter;

the exportation of the sugars and hides of the

country will be more considerable; and the

transportation of goods on waggons will require

a much smaller number of mules and horses

than are now employed. These changes will

produce a double efiect on subsistence; and the

scarcities which have almost periodically hi-

therto desolated Mexico will be more rare, not
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