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its valley bftwccii oui" boi'ck-i' and tlio

C'anadiaii Pacilic Railway fX('e|)t at llie

landing at wliicli lliis l)()at sl()i»[)('d.

Over all the varyinn' scene, as the boat

plouj^bed alonj:'. hunii' a rniyiity silence:

foi" almost the only lite on the deep wood-

ed sides of the mountains was that oi

stealthy ya me. At only two points were

any human i)eiii;:s loducd, and these were
wood-choppers who su|)i)lietl Mie fuel for

thesteamei'—aC'hinaman in one place. and
two or thre(^ wiiite men farther on. In
this part of its ina.i,''niliceiit valley the Co-

lumbia broadens in two lonj;' loops, calhd
the Arrow Lakes, each more than two
miles witle and twenty to thii'ty miles in

lenji'th. The'ir prodigious towerinj-- walls

are densely wooded, and in places are

snow-capped in niidsiimnier. Tiie forest

{growth is primeval, and its own lu.xuri-

ance crowds it beyond the edye of the

f^rand streani in tlu^ fretwork of fallen

trunks and l)uslies. whose roots are l)edded

in th(! soft mass of ceuituries of forest

debris.

Early in the journey the clerk of the

steamer told me that wild animals were
I'reciuently s(>en crossinj^- the river ahead
of the vessel ; i)ear, he said, and deer and

elk and porcupine. When I left liim to go
to my slate room and dress for the rouj^li

iournev ahead of me. hi' came to mv door,

cailinj,' in excited tones for ine to come out
on the deck. "' There's a bij^'bear ahead I"

he cried, and as he spoke I .saw the black

head of th<! animal cleaving,'' the quiet wa-
ter clos(( to the neai'ei' shoi-e. I'l'esently

Bruin's feet touciied the bottom, and he
bounded into the l)ush and disappeared.

Tiie scenery was supei'b ail the day,

but at sundown nature l)e<,''an to revel in

a .series of the most s|)lendid and spectac-

ular etFects. For an hour a haze had
clothed the more; distant mountains as

with a ti'ansparent veil, nuidei-ing the

vi(>w dream-like and soft beyond descrip-

tion. ]jut as the sun sank t() the sununit
of the uplifted horizon, it began to lavish

till! most intense colors uj)ou all the ob-

ji'cts in view. The snowy ])eaks turned
to gaudy })risms as of crystal, the wooded
summits Ijecame empur[)led, tlu; nearer

hills turned a deep green, and the tran-

quil lak'? assumed a bright ])ea- color.

Above ail else, the .sky was gorgeous.

Around its western edge it took on a rose-

red blush that blended at the zenith with

a deep blue, in whicli were floating little

clouds of amber and of llame-lit

pearl.

A moonless night soon closed

ai'ound the boat, and in the morn-
ing W(; were at Sproafs Landing,

a place two months old. The vil-

lage consisted of a tiny clutter of

frame houses and tents percheil on
the i'i]<ir of the steep bank of the

Cokunbia. ()n(> building was the
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