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and to that is joined a large piece of cotton and filk,

reaching to their ancles, and r^irckd with a iquara

handkerchief embroidered with gold or lilver ; and the

whole is ("ecured by a large filk girdle frinped, the end3
of which hang down before ; and within this girdle, <,n

the left fide, they keep their money and betel, and on
^he right lidc a knife. They let great value on this in-

ftrument, irom its being their only weapon ; for none
but the king's officers and foldiers are permitted to

wear any other. 'J'he rich have filk turbans on their

heads, richly adorpcd, but thofc of the poor are made
pf cotton, and only ornamented with ribbons of va-

rious colours. The women arc fairer than the men,
and,* iii general, of a very agreeable difpofition. They
wear a coat of cotton, or filk, that reaches down to

the anples, oyer which they have a long rpbe of tafFety,

pr fine cottpn, that extends from the fiioulders to the

feet, and is fattened round the neck by two gilt but-

tons. Their hair, which ijj efteemcd a great ornament,
IS black ; and to obtain this, thcv keep their daughters

heads fiiaved till they are eight or ten years of agCjIeav

ing only a little hair on their foiehfads to dilUnguifh

them from the boys. They wafh their heads and hair

in water, to make the latter thick aofi long, and let it

hang loofe that the air may dry it ; after wliich they

perfume it with an odoriferous oil. When this is done,

^hey flroke all the hair backwards from the forehead^

and tie it behind in a knot, to which *-hey add a l^rge

Jock of a man's hair j and the whole is curioufly orna-

mented with flowers of various fi^rts. The common
|.eople have houfes built of cocoa-wood, and covered

with leaves fewed one within another j but the fuperior

fort build their houfes or Itone, which is taken from
imder the flats and rocks in the following manner

:

among other trees in this ifland, is one called candou,

exceedingly foft, and, when dry, and fawed in^o planks,

is much lighter than cork : the natiyes, who aire ex-

cellent fwimmers, dive underwater, and, haying firr-ed

ppon a ftone for that purpofe, they fallen a llrong ropp

|o it: after this^ they take a plaok of the candou-
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