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bor for Viftorin, I ron.-:ulcr the julioii helms lukenlknow ; I t^Iiall not RTuUfy his curio.-iily; he should

on this questi(»n only forcf-s PtronpcT iind ."Irontrcr ourecolU-ct, however, that purty (iovernmcut docs not

exist here.

1 have npiui-jed the (lovernmrnt on ConfodcratioD.

I thi.ik it pruliiilile Ihiit wlitti the teiin.^ come hiick

from rnniulii they will lieiir but little rosonibhincu tii

theuisi'lvi's ; .-o until the (\iiintry is .-ntir-lied I will

oppose ronfLMieriitiou. It is i!.ultieient that the iilti-

nmte i.-!sue now vv^ln with the people themselves; nnd

1 hope they will liunil them:-elvcs together to demand
these or Itetter term.-*.

Thus I'ltr the (piestion is htst (n me in this Council.

I um bi'uteii by the Imperial (Jitvernment, hy the

(.'iinadiau (jovcrnmeiit, by Lmd <irauvilb''8 despatch,

but more than all by the iillurinjr terms and a

tJovernment majority,— liy no one else. In this

Couniil, the Kxccutive Coit.ieil has repented it-

It'. 1 intend now to oflVr no fuelious opposition

the idndiiions, but it will be my duty to

point out what I consider I'anlt.-'. and though 1 will

pport the terms a-; they are. or nearly so, others

must t:o in. I will not atlcmpt to introduee anything
whii'h Cunada eunuot eoneede : f^o that oil the one
liauil, Canada nmy have nn exeuso to refnse lo nceept

the terms, and on the other, if ("onfedcration does

(.onie it may eonte accompanied with ecmditions that

11 be l)er,efieial to the material interests of the

Colony. I h nv bifle niy time: when the terms as

agreed to by Canada return, the people may find them
changed, and not so attractive and enticing as they

now appear.

In poiag into the Kxeeutive <'ouneiI, I did eg at

a loss to myself. [Hear, hear, from the lions. Attor-

ney tleneral and (hief Commissioner.]
After all, the Supreme I*uwer hath made of one

blood all the nations of the eanb.und hath determin-

ed beforehand the bounds of their habitations. We
are but instruments in carrying out this design, uhnt*
ever it may be.

In the i)osition which 1 now ociupy, I have sacri-

ficed no principle, forfeited no i)ledge, maintained

my own honour, have done my duty, and I hope
some good, lo this Colony,

The Hon. ATTORNEY GK.VERAL said :—Sir, In

rising lo reply, 1 have lo acknowledge and thank the

members of this House for the care and attention

whicli they have bestowed upon this great and mo-
n-.entous question, which I have had the honor to iu-

iro'luce tT) their tmticc.

With regard t.. the very decont, flattering, and per-

sonal renmrks inwards myself, in which the Won.
Member for Victoria District (Mr. DcCosmos) has been

in the baliit of indulging for several years past, the

lluu-"r is SO familiar with that gentleman's habit to-

wards all his political opponents in that respect that

it has learnt lo e.-^timate them at tlioir proper value.*

I will not therefore. wasU' the time of tlie House by
any further comment on them. I will not condescend
to notice them [Hear, liear, hear, hear] but proceed
to subjects of more general interest.

1 nniintain. Sir, tliat liberal lle[iresentalivc lastilu-

tions tor this Colony are not depemlent on the sueeesp

of the scheme of ConftMU>ration ; they are in no way
connected with it. Confederation is, nowevor, the

easiest and (piietest way of getting Ilesponsible (io-

vernment, should ib.ut be founil after deliberation

to be really desired so ardently hv the whole com-
munity as Siime Hon. Members aver. To those who
conscientiously believe in Hesponsihle (lovernment.

and that the real desire of the Country is for it, or an

the Hon. Member for Victoria District says is a "unit'"

for it, I sny fling in your voice with us; these Keso-

lutions will most speedily assure the result you de-

sire. If the people, after careful deliberation and
full information on the subject, whether we bo eon-

federated with ('anada or not, really desire Ilesponsi-

ble C.overnmeut. they will have it. Their voice will

—aerial castle building. 1 sa\ they are only propo-lbe heard on this particular question, as on nil others

silion^. I have not heanl one .Member say those terms jeonuci-ted with Confederation. But it is the hollow-
mu>t be hml, (ir no CfuUederation. Ji>sl pietunce to assert that Confederation should he

[Hon. Mr. DeCosmos,— I stated yesterday, that jflslopiied till the Covernor can scud down a scheme
certain ti-rms were not granted I shoitid opposelfor Uesponsiblc (iovernment. If we do not get Con-
Confecleratinn.] federaii*Mi we shall still have our own Uepresentative

! exp^t t to see you an opponent of Confederation Inslilulinns, and once jtossessed of Uepresentative
before long; probably we shall ehan[:e sides [Laugh-i liisruutions under the Imperial Statute of Victoria,

ter] ;
but until these terms, or terms that will be ihe Colony will, if it be such a unit as descrLbed, be

Bfttistaetory to the country are arranged, 1 shall nutjuble at orice to get Responsible or Party (Iovernment.
cease my opposition to Confederation. 1 think it: Now. I earnestly deprecat,e, on the part of the (io-

nccessary to say a few words In explanation of my
|
vernment, !ho unfair allegatio'i wliirh one Hon.

position. 1 do stand here a Member of the Kxecntive
I Member has so improperly insinuated that the

Conuiil. whether I gave in my resignation or nttt, is I (Iovernment or (iovernment Onieuils considered the

not tor the Hun. Member for Victoria Di:-trict to|yir'<7>/r of British Columbia unflt for self-government.

my mimi, and I believe on the minds of the peopl

that any matter entrusted U* his care will always be

dealt with conscientiously, and with due regard to

the feeling"; which he' believes his constituents

entertain.

Had I had an opjMirtnnity of submitting to my eon-

-litueuts the (luesljnn of i onfedenitiun in the li>;ht

ihat it now bears, I do believe that their opinions

woubl be in unison with that ofthecountry generally,

in favour of Confederation on the ternij now ]HOpo-

sed, and being of that inipres>ion 1 intend t4,v^^ipport

the motion of the Hon. Altorncy Ceneral. I feel

assured that the vote which 1 am about give will

meet with the appruvnl of my e(>nsiitneuls.

I should feel siune hesitation in supporting the

motion of the Hon. Attorney (ieneral. were it not for

the assurance given in His Kxcelleucy's Speech, that

the action wc may now take will not be final nut!'.

ratified by the general verdict of the people.

I trust I have now stated openly and fairly the

position in which I stand, and the course I intend to

pursue. I propose, .\\v. President, to support Con-
federation with terms, and I believe that is the stand

that will be taken by all the Hun. Members who
B ijiport (,'onfederation at all.

With rejrard to the terms proposed for our con-

siderotiof it will be open for me to discuss them
more partis larly in Cummittee ; bnt I may here state

generally, that I consider they are only what the

country is fairly entitled to demanil, and I shall

support them probably as they stand; aad, at the

Slime time, shall be ready to give my vole tu any
adtiress that may be torwarded to His Excellency,

recommending the In-ertion of other terms that I be-

lieve may be advintaj,M'ous to the Colony.
Mr. President, I must now thank you for the kind

attention you have shewn me in listening to the few
remarks 1 have felt hound lo make; and I have now
only to say. that as soon as the terms are decided

upon by this Honourable Conncil, and jdaced in the

hands of His Excellency, 1, for one, shall feel perfectly

confident that future negotiations will be brought to

a successful issue.

1 have acted conscicntioufly iu this matter, and I

nm sure 1 ?.hall not regret the action I have taken as

long as I live.

The Hon. Mn. HELMCKEN. Member for Victoria.

in reply, snd :— Mr. President, every word that 1

spoke 1 am willing to abide by, but I have no wish to

be misrepresented. I neversaid that patriotism wag dea''

in this Cidouy ; ami I have not yet advocated that

closer Cuion with another country, to which alinsicn

has been made, as the other issue to come befcve the

people; bnt a strong feeling does exist in favour of

that other Cnioti, and it is just as well that the

Dominion (Jovernmenl should l<now that there are

very mcny people in this Colony who think that

Annexation would be far more advantageous than

Confederati'jn. and who have no love for Canaila

maintain that the peopU' of this Colony do not desire

Confedi .-ation ; they desire these glittering terms;

take away or reiluce the terms, antl the people don't

want Confederation—will not have it. I have never

Been any prrigramme proposed by the Confederation
pa.ty. auit it is certainly to the ereilil of the (io\ ru-

meut that it has sent one down [Hear, hear,] wh .-h

has taken evm the Coiifederalionists by surprise. 1

once s.nv a scheme brought before this House, which
included no Railway, no Dry Dock, a small Subsidy,
and the Dominion Tar'ff, objectionable ns it is ac-

knowledged now to be. It was defeated. The new
Echeme asks more, and so the country has f^ained by
the delay.

But, Sir, the Hon. Mcmliors of this Council have
been arguing ar. though these terms hud been obtaiuiil


