
ESMERALDA

inoiiient ol' writin«r the necessary letter,

that soniethin^ii- dreadful would result

from it. Hut in due course 1 wrote Miss
Esmeralda Sprunt of her aunt's oenei-

ous offer, ex])lainino;, as that lady had
desired me to, what a wonderful oppor-
tunity it would ])e for her—Miss Sprunt
—to do her bit in war work.

After the shortest possible time the

reply came, acceptino- in a sf)mewhat
stilted style. It Vvas written on very
•stranne note paper—lined note paper,

headed Homestead Ranch, ]'1ower City.

California—in a firm, clear hand. ^Nly

heart mis»ave me when I beheld that

paper; it was of a sort that never comes
into the hands of a secretary who is sec-

retary to anybody who is anybody—if

you know what I mean—except in the

form of appeals for gratuities from per-

sons one never sees; from the undci--

world, where the importance of n-ood

form is hardly understood jjroperly. So
it was amazinc? that a niece of my dear
patroness should have made use of such

epistolary famish inns. The letter was
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