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THE BUSINESS SITUATION.

Winnipeg, Saturday, Sept. 25,

Tiie -ontlook continues very favor-
able. The magnlficent weather has
cuabled the farmers to get alead re-
morkably fast with thefr harvesting
and o large portion of tho crop has
now been threslied in somo 4distriots.
The portion of the crop not afready
threshed is safe In stack, though in
gome cascs farmers ave walting to
thresh trom the stook. Farmers hiave
beens enabled tosave thefrcropsata
much less expense as regards labor
than usual. Suffiefent threshing has
now been doue to show that the aver.
age Yleld will be somewhat under
carlier estimates, but the saving of
1abor in harvesting aud tho high prices
will more than compensate for the
Bight yleld, compared with previous
years, while the quality is straight
No. 1 and No. 2 lLard. Business s
good for *hbo scason in nearly all
branches of wholesale trade. In tho
grain trade the rush js8 uow on and
tho rallways are taxed to handle the
crops. DBank clearings are heavy,
clearings Tor this week belng almost
doublo the corresponding week last
yeax.

WINNIPEG MARKETS.

Winnipeg, Saturday Afternoon. Sept. 25.

COAL

The coal trade papers say that tho
usual fall advance in the Pennsylvanla
anthracite trade will likely soon bo
ordered. For egg, stove and chest-
nut coal, delivered on slip at Buifalo,
the quotation is $5.80 per 2,240
poands, ‘The rate of freight to Dui-
uth I8 quoted at 20¢ per ton. There
{s nothing to add to last week's re-
marks regarding the local situation.

CROCKERY AND GLASSWARE.

The only ne wfeature in this line
ol lato hias been the increased demand
for ocmmon crockery plates, cups
aud saucers, otc. This is attributed
to the threshing eeason, as the far-
mers have to make larger spreads to
sccommodato the thresbing gabgs,
oud the housowife 15 obliged to add to
her atock of crockery ware. Business
is reasonably active.

DRUGS.
Seo guotations on ansther page.

DRY GOODS AND CLOTHING.

The dry goods brauch is fairly ac-
tive. The warm weather {8 rather un-
favorable to tite fall trade, but nev-
ertheless business is fairly good for
tho season. In the clothing brauch,
some of the houses hiave had their
travellers out +with spring samples
for a week or two, but other liouses
wiil not send travellers, out until Uc-
tober. Thio cash put into circulation
by tlte new crop movement has hari-
1y been felt yet, tliough a few xemit-
tances iave come in as a resuit of the
grain sales in the country.

Fiiian haddies are now in feascn
agaln, apd are arriving weekly in ex-
press lots onmly, so far, making the
price_high yet. Local jobbing prices

-THE COMMERCIAL

aro as follows for fresh fishv: White
5 1-2¢, pickerel 4o, trout 9o, salmon
12¢, halibut 10c per lb; kippered gold-
eyes, 80c¢ per dogen; f{innan haddles,
121-2 cper Ib, Oystors are quoted at
$2.60 per ¢a lon in bulk.
QROCERIES.

There i8 a good trade doing, but
muclt of the demand I8 for staple
lUnes of wlilch stocks are very low.
In fact stocks are 0 low In some lines
a8 to be positively scarce. New
gonson goods in several lines have not
arrived yet, and stocks of old are
about exhausted.. Ono line in which
thera I8 o scareity 18 rice. While the
new Japan crop I8 very large, other
countries are short of supplies, and
prices are strong. Tho great scarcity
of prunes we have previously roferred
to and this will not be relieved until
next month, when new goods will be-
gin to arrive. ‘Tomatoes are also
very &carce, new season gnods not be-
ing’Iln yet. Prices for dried andevap-
orated apples are very flrm, and
prices wiil be considerably higher than
last year. See quotations on hAnothér
page,

GREEN FRUITS.

There has been nothing further in in
Britishi Columbia fruits, and it is not
likely there will bu any more cars of
British Columbia stuff this year. In
Oatario frult grapes are now arriving
freely and dealers are able to  sup-
ply the demand for these, which has
been urgeut for some time. Tho On-
tario grape crop was late this year
and country deajlers became jmpati-
ent about not getting supplies. Though
the Ontario crop is late, advices to
hond this weok sny that very warm
weathor in September has ripened up
tho crop very fast, and a short grape
season 18 predicted. Prices for cone
cords are lower, thie ten pound baskets
selling at 85c, which {8 lower than
tho price of the eight pound southern
concords, which have been in the mar-
ket previously. Ontario tomatoes of
very good quality were in this week,
fin 20-pound baskets. Ontario pears
are also offer.ng in 20-pound baskets.
Tliey are fair preserving stock, but
not as nice for table use as the Pacllic
coast pcars. Bananas are getting
searce, as the yellow fever scare south
{s shutting off supplies on account of
the quarantine of southern citles.
This will matter {ittle, a8 ,ananag
are not in demand. California free-
stone peaches are offering freely, but
axe not expected to hold out much
longer. The plum season 1s drawing
to a ciose. Only blue varieties are
now arriving. Blueberries are avout
wounc up., A few more may come in.
Crabs were cleared up this week en.
tirely. Shippers have beent unable to
fil orders for crabs for this wmarket,
but some may yet arrive. One west-
ern shipper advised that he would get
ono more car off, and If it arrives
some of the orders now in may yot be
filled. It is not expected there will
bo any more than this one car to come
forward. Apples are very firm. Ad.
vices Trom the south report sharp ad.
vances in prices. At St. Paul prices
have advanced 40c¢ per barrel within
a fow days. The bulk of our svpply of
apples will come this year from Mis-
sour! and Kansas and castern buyers
are now operating In that region, on
aceount of the light crops in the east~
ern states, thus causing higher prices
in the west. One car of Ontario ap-
ples has reached lerc, dbut it is ex-
pected very few Ontarlo apples will
be shipped west this year. Prices are
a8 followa: Bananas per bunch, 32 to
$2.60; California lemons, §5 to $5.50
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a box; tomatoes, 20-lb. baskets, 50c;
Pacific coast plums, $1.256 to $1.40 for
four basket orate; California peaclies,
$1.28 to $1.40 per box; Washlngton
and Oregion ponrs, $L76 to $2  peor
box: blueberries, vory scarce, 8 to
100 1b; apples, $3.75 to $4.25 per
barrel; coucord grapes, 85c for ten-ib,
basket; Collfornia grapes, $3 ner
crato for Tokays; and $2 to $2 560 for
muscat. Montana crabs nominal at
$2.40 to $2.50 per bhushel box., On-
tario pears, 85 to 85c per 20-ib. bhas-

kot.
HARDWARE.

There fias been no c¢hanges in local
quotations, but ncarly all staplo lines
are very firm. See quotations and
hardware trade notes on other pages
of thia issue. .

LUMBER.

Locul dealers report business active.
¥'rices are steady, there belng no fur-
thier chiange since the advance in cer-
taln Iines of low grade stuff, announc~
ed two wepks aro. Advices from the
coast quote prices firm, with a pos-
sibility of eome improvement in prices.
Red cedar shingles are firm and sup-
plies light., See Winnipeg Ilumber
prices ou another page.

PAINTS, OILS, ETC.

The hmportant feature this week is
the advance of 2¢ on linsced ojl, mak-
ing tho price here now 5bc for raw
and 58¢ for Dholled. Tho artivle fs
vory firm at this advanco and may go
higher yot. The advance in the nuij-
ted Btates aas been much greater pro-
portlonately than here. ‘Turpentino
is ffrm. Prices have advanced 1c In
the East, but there {8 no change here.
White lead is very firm at the ad-
vance noted last week. The sharp
advanco {u tho raw maseril for lead
renders the outlook vory strong.
Glass holds firm at $1.75 for first
break. Btocks of window glass axe
now well in hand. Bee yuotations on
anotlior yage.

The price of white lead liere is luw
compared with Eastern Canada max-
kets. Tho pr.ce quoted at Toronto
Is &6 B0, which with the 72 cent
{re!ght added would be cqual 1o
$8.22 here, besldes which there is the
tare ou packaoges, ete.

Since writing the above we learn
that o furtlier advance has been made
In whito lead of 10¢, the price now be-
Ing fixed at 6 I-4e, m sympathy with
tho sharp advances cast. ‘Toni. ad-
vauce was made too late in the week
to enablo us to correct thie price list
given on anotiter page of this :ssue,
wlere the price appears at $6.15.

REFINED PETROLEUM.

The long nights are now coming on,
and already an appreciable increase
fu the consumption of coal oil is not-
iceable. There has teen no change in
prizes hicre for some time. Quotations
wil be found on anotler page, under
tho head o. paints and oils. The new
customs roguiatious announced a shiorg
tlme ago, permitting the handling of
imported oil in tank cars, are not ful-
.Y understood Lere yet. The oil cun
be Lrought in in tank cars and stored
in tanks, but oit mwst Le sold in pack-
ages not exceeding 50 gallons in sige.
This would apparently necessitate
the barreling of all oil Lefore it goes
to the consumer, so tikt it cannot be
shirpxd in bulk, <X ept to p:int, where,
barrelling plants have teen establish~
ed, This practically cuts oft the en-
tire country trade from the advant-
age of handling oll in bulk.



