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IMPORT DUTY ON LUMBER.
Tiip question of an imiport duty on United

States lumbef coming into Canada tvas again
brought Up at a mieeting of the Lumbermen's
A\ssociation of Ontario held Iast month. As on
previous occasions, strong sentiments were ex-
pressed in favor of such a duty. One of the
members was delegated to communicate with
tIse Premier, and upon the nature of the reply
of the latter will depend the course of action ta
be adopted. lit is probable that a meeting of the
Association tvili be called for the specific purpose
isfoutlining a policy.

The Ltîmbermen's Association of Ontario have
re-,olved ta work out their own salvation as an
association of lumbertnen, apart from political
quce-tion-s. The ý%--socation is responsible for
the legislatinn now. on tis statute books of
Ontario prohibiting the ei, ' of sawiogs, the
practical working of which ha' t en commended
on ail q;ideç lt is; fot going ton far to say that
they wilI eventually meet %vitli equal success in
their demiands for an inmport duty on American
lumher.

The lumbermen desire simply ta be placed on
an equal footing with their competitors across
the border, tvho -ire notv permiîîed to send their
lumber into Canada free of dutv, %%hile Canadian
lumber shipped ta the U'nited States is subject
to a duty. The free interchange of forcst pro-

ducts is askcd. If the United States is not dis-
pased ta treat with us an a fair and liberal basis,
the disposition ta increase tIse gencral tarif! of
the Dominion, an.d give a stili greater preicrence
ta Great Bfitain, wvill gaino strengîli. This tvauld
shut out rnuchi ai the mantufactured goods ini-
ported (nom the United States, withotît affecting
the imports from Great I3ritain.

UNCERTAINTIES 0F THE LUMBER BUSINESS.
Tuaz lumber business is, wc believe, fraught

sviîl greater uncertainties than any ather branch
of commerce. Naturally, therefore, wve flnd at
the head of aur great lumbering concernis men
of wonderful physique and strong mental pawvers,
cnpable af svrestling wiil the perplexing ques-
tions wvhich are constantly arising in the con-
duct of their business.

Perliaps the first great risk %vhich is encoun-
tered is the possibilit>' of lass b>' fine devastating
the timber limits or consuming the mill or
manufactured lumber. An instance af this was
the fine tit Ottawa last sprng, by wvhich saw
milîs and millions of feèt of lumben wvere destroy-
ed.

For successful aperations in the wvoods,
lumbermen are entirel>' dependent upon the
goodness af Providence ta givr such wveather
conditions as wvill permit of making suitable
fnads for hauling the lags ta the streams.
When this is accomplished, there remains tIse
funther probabilit>' af having the logs hung up,
osving ta an insufficient supply af wvater for raft-
ing purposes. As svith aIl large employers of
labor, more or less difficulty is enconntered from
labor troubles, althaugh it must be said that in
Canada, in late years, the relations between
lumbermen and their employers have generally
been of a friendly charactor.

The above are conditions wvhich each ycan
exent an influence in lumbering aperations. The
present year bas brought about other difficulties
wvîth wvhich the lumbermen have had ta contend.
The price of lumber advanced sharply last year,
and the curnent year wvas entered with strong
hopes that it would prove to be ane af prosperity
in the trade. This has been realized only in
part. Since the early spring freight rates have
been steadily advancing, and at the piesent time
are fully flfty per cent. higher than they were six
months ago. The freight from Montreal ta a
British port is now about $Io per thousand feet
of lumber. The result is that lumber cannot be
plzaced ia foreign markets at a reasonable profit,
and shipments are being held over until next
spring.

A stili greater problemn which confronts lum-
bei men is the labor question. It has been found
almost impossible ta get men for the camps, and
it is feared that the production of logs this %vin.-
ter wvilI be curtailed on this account. The
scarcity of woodsmen cannot easily be explained.
The average rate of wages in Ontario is about
$26 anci board per month, while in Michigan it
is said that as high as $3o is being offeted
svithout securing the desired number of men.
These wages are as high, if not higher than
those paid inî previaus seasons svhen the same
difllculty was not experienced. It wuuld seemn
that workmen are flot altogether fond of camp
life, and that the>' prefer the attractions tc, be
found in the more cultivated and inhabited dis-
tricts of the country.

THE FOREIGN TRADII OF.%AD
ALTIIOUGII not pertaining speci'i Ilytolîlt

ing, no apology need be offered t1 eerEj
these columns to the remarks (. son1e oct.
speakers at the rccent banquet oi lie C&naZ
Manufacturers' Association in Toi àito. insX
as the subject ot foreign trade rc, mvcd much il
tentioni, and many of the suggcst, .is offeredL.
cqually applicable ta ail branches tidsy

Hon. G. W. Ross, Premier of t 'fitaria s
strongly or developing ouf export -radein mu:
factures. We have nis great facill tes for mu,
facturing in this country as any ,ountry in th
wvorld, especially in connection wiî. hour mintcj
and forcst resaurces, and he bt:.ieved we.
sufficient energy and skill ta mulîiply the~
ducts of the mine and forest one-liîîndred foMl i
the next twenty-flve years.

The otatement wvas made by Hon. M1r. patter.
son, Minister of Customs, that during the fisd
year ended June 3othi, igoo, the total imom
and exports of Canada ivould be over $370,
oaa. He said that henceforth nnnnthly repnit
would be issued, showing the exports and impoti
as compiled fromn the trade and Ilavigation fi.
turns.

The addrcss of Mr. Massey, President or thk
Massey-Harris Company, wvas entitled i rc
cal Points on aur Export Trade." Nit. l
pointed out that the ability of Our manufactm
is largely measured by the cost of raw materiâ
and transportation. There was P.) doubt as Il
aur supply oaf raw materials, but that cmu
foreign shipping facilities are not tvhat th.1
should be wvas very manifest. île urged tha
something should be done Io provide bette
shipping facilities from the ports of the St. Lai.
rence.

Treaty relations were then touched upon.h
was no doubt information ta many ta learn thu-
by virtue of a treaty between England ad
France, in which Canada does not participae,
English manufacturers are enabled ta lay certais
of their products down in France at a muna
lower rate of duty than those comiing tramn Ci>'
ada, and. that a similar treaty fias recently bee
negoti 'ated between France and the Uniîtt
States, iving the United Stites manufacture.
the samne priv~ilege as manufacturers ir. Engand.
He understood that a sinlilar treaty was btiq'
negotiated between the United btates ani.
Germany. These treaties will have the effect cr
giving the manufacturers of ather çountnts a
great.advantage over those oi Canada, and il il
the duty of aur Government ta endeavor to
remedy this discrimination.

Mr. Masse>' pointed aut that twonismakes,
were frequently made 'by the seeker atter expmti
trade, fir'st, tlEe supposition on his part tU,
the,foreign market will readily take a up-
stock which may be a little aut-ot-dIttte or infer
îor in quality ; second, the mistake of cuttiiq,
prices. He said that the foreign buyer gener.:
ally takes the price as the criterion ut the qualj
of the goods, but, of course, the gooîds mtust te
of a quality ta merit a good price or tt caanottt:U
obtained.

Fareign exhibitions, ta Mn. Massey's miÉ4
are 'more useful in the direction of opening *f
exhibitor's eyes ta the possibilities ut tradeinkt
territory wvhich he visits in attending thie -exhbtý
ti9n, than as-an advertisement of th:e manuftc.
tuner's goods. While this-may-be true in rekp&


