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BISHOP DE CHARBONNEL.
The Chureh In Ontarlo Fifty Years Ago

Pernonnl Reenllectioun

My finst acyonmtance with Lushop
do Charbunnel vecurred i bus palace
on Church street, Toronto e Septen-
beor 1852, 1shall never forge* hiswarm
bearty shake hund and the roach
accolade of welcotn lie puve me and
a fow others who had just arsined frow
France with no othet vicw, as o htiew

Bispor Dr Conansosstl.
well, than to give hmn whatever hitle
assistance was in our power in tho ad-
ministration of his many and laborious

duties. 1lisstature was erect, talland
imposing ; hiseyes grey and piercing ;
slight traces of pockmark somewhat
detracted from what must have been
at one time a singularly bandsome ap
pearance, and nobility of birth and
character was delineated in his every
act and movement. 1is joy scemed
unbounded at the sight of what he
termed * Heaven sent belp in the hour
of need” and his grand rich voice could
be heard resonant with gladness and
boisterous murth for severnl days after
ward ashe passed from room to roomn
in his palace. Torontodiocese at that
time extended from Oshuwa in the
east to Sandwich n the west, and from
Port Colborne 1n the svuth east to
Goderich 1 the opposite direction.
Tho barvest however, was great and
extansive but the laborers were few.
The amiable giant Father Prouls
had charge in Oshawa. But there was
no other priest found between Toronto
and Lake Huron except n very old
French priest in  Penetanguishene
named Ferne, who had given suesions
in his pative couuntry to the survivors
of the French Revolution. Tlus
singularly unselfish proncer nussionary
always refused even the smallest
donation 1n money or kind from s
Insh parishioners because, althuagh
he said Mass for them, hie could not
preach in the language they under-
stood. Anotber aged and feeble old
French priest, Father Musart, was
stationed at Niagara on the lake. II:
and Father Grattan of St. Cathanines
had charge of the whole l'vninsula
formed by lakes Ene and Untaniv, and
Niagara Rver. Fatuer Grattan, a
sturdy, robust and whole-sonled Irish-
man, had studied in France aud been
ordawned there. Ho abandoned a very
fine and lucrative pansh in Britauny
to crozs tho seas and dovote his life
and labours to missionary work in
what nas known in those days as *- the

will  and  mhosptable  shores  of
Canada.”  Hanalton m those duys
was blessed with the presence amd
charities of the great old Viear-Gieneral
Giordon, whose remarkublo hfe and
WHE Juuriies oler WiDler suows and
u‘m"!ﬂ‘ pathiess fotest aro graplucally
described in FPraneis Magwire's buok
¢ Irish in America.”

Iather Johin O Redly, who two
ywurs  provwusly had been strichen
don e witte fover an Turouto and b
runly escapud ats horrors wich bus Lfe
| atd o shattered cobistiluliub, was i

charge of the parishi of Dandas.  He
Was more furtanate than Bistop Power,
who bad fallen a victun o the same
fll disease from tho satue cause and
had Jdicl a artyr of chanty and epis
cupal zeal displayed in the cungrant
foser shieds i tlus cy.

Rev. Father Ryan was at that tune
w clarge of Puanis, Brantford and
Galt, winle Father Lugene 0 Reilly,
uncle to Father John of Dundas, cele-
brated Mass successively and ulter-
nately in the Gore of Toronto, 1 the
old trume church on the 5th huae,
Oakville, Albion and Culedon. A
very old priest, Father Liattigan, hved
in Adjala and wvisited Alliston, Mono
West Newmarket and Schomberg,
These were all the secular priosts,
about ten all nwnbered, who aided
Ihishiop DeCharbonuel to attend to the
spinitual requirements of his scattered
flock m a district that now embraces
the two Dioceses of Toronto and Ham-
iton. Guelph epjoyed oven at that
tine as 1t dees to day the valuable ser
vices of the Jesuit Fathers—who were
then »lso 1 charge of the [rish and
Freich Canadian populations that in-
habited Chatham and Sandwich and
neighbering towuships. There wero
no railroads in those deys; yet Bishop
DeCharbonnel visited not only every
town and hamlet, but 1t is firmnly
averred that he feft no family or log
house unvisited or unblessed by his
presence in that extensive region.

On hig arrival in Toronto he found
St. Michael's Cathedral and a residence
grand and palatial for those days,
erected and equipped by lus martyred
predecessor at an immense cost.  But
he found also that notwithstanding all
the generous subsciptions of the people
and personal sacrifices of 3ishop
Yower and his priests, a debt of 60,000
dollars yet hung over the administra-
tion. To liquidate this enormous debt
besidesmner tingall current expenditures
hie was fully determined.

He said 1n presence of the writer of

thisarticle. “Thereare 64,000 families
in sy diocese , T will visit every one of
thew: and ask one dollar from every
head of a huusehold I wall pray with
wvery fanily at night, and wherover
convement, I will say mass for them
in the morning. I hnow that I shall
retmin to Toronto with all the wuney
I require, and some to spare for my
orphans and the House of Providence
I am determined to build on Power
street.” Tha good Bishop kept his
word to the letter. Even away in
districts alinust inaceessible. by Geor-
gian Bay and Owen Sound, along the
shores of Lake Huron and Lake Line in
Esgex County are old people to be met
with who say * I remember Bishop de
Charbunnell very well, he was in our
Lious. a lung time ago, he blessed our
children and left us mefalsand prayer
books.” **

Rev. Father Schneider, a grand oid
typo of the Teuton race, was Pastor

of Gudenich and of all the surrounding
country, that now ineludes the coun-
ties of Perth and Huron. Hewas s
man of indomitable courage, iron
framo und incigive logical mind. His
unesionury journess atd work extend
ed from Berlin to Goderich, about 100
unles m longth and breadth, and in
all thut vast extent of rural district, it
may be traly said he upheld the
Caiolic Vaithi, ot only among the
Catholies of Irish and German origin
but that alsu he cumnmanded for it the
respectfal attention and homage of
Proutestante of both nationalitivs. 1le
always wore the soutane, whether o
Lot or abroad, and was neve abash

ed Ly a tumultuous crowd. H was
vn all veensions and evarywhere inde

pendent aud  fearless, and nothing
pleased lim more than to be called
upon, even by Orangemen 1n a publie
hustelry durinyg Lis travels, to defend
sume puint of Jogmatis Cathiolic Fuith.
Bishop de Cliarbonnel could not find
1 more congenial compaguon de voy-
age in hig Diocesan visitations. With
a powerful black horse attachad to a
light covered rig, they travelled all
over the western portions of the 1in-
cese, and called at «very house where
n Catholic soul could be found.

Both Father Schneider and Dishop
de Charbonnell reaclied the Patriarclhial
terin of tour score and ten. After
many years of separation like Paul and
Anthony of the desert, they met ugain
in the feebleness of old ageand died in
the bame of their birth in France
almost at the samsg time snd under the
same gkies.

Count Armand Francis Mary de
Charbonnel was born near St. Etienne
in the south of France, of noble
pareutage in the very beginning of the
present century. 1is oldest brother
was a member of Parlisment under
Louis Philippe, and sat in the Cham-
ber of Deputies in the early days of
Repubhic under the Presidency of Gen
eral Cavaignac. \When the revolution
broke out in June 1818 he fell & victim
to the fury of the cornunists and died
along side of Archbishop Affre, who
also went to the barricades and secur-
ed the blessings of peace by laying
down hig life for bis flock.

Count Armand Francis Mary studied
furthe Churel and entering the College
of St. Sulpice in Paris he was ordained
in due time and became a member of
that justly admired and justly cele-
brated Order. 1le volunteered for
the Canadian missions and was soon
an exemplary inmate and energetic
member of the Grand Seminaire at
Montreal e mastered the nglish
language thur.ughl, asto gramnmarand
pronuncition aud in a short time was
the most attractive preacher in the
city and the most sealous at the con:
fessional and luvking after the sick and
poor of both nauunalities. He was the
favounte of the Insh Catholics, whose
grievous wrongs won «il his sympa
thies, and whose crying wants he
attended to, as they landed sick and
emaciated from the overcrowded and
fet'd enngra-t sailing vessels. Soon
the emgrant fever broke out amongst
those who had cscaped the herrors of
the deadly contagion while &t sea.
The sir was filled with lamentations
anda cry of despair.  Father do Char
bonnel: flew to the temporary sheds
crected for tho sich and the dying , be
inspired courage everywhere ; he con-
fessed and anomted the dying: be
brought relicf and the balm of consol-
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ing nud cheery w.rds to every bedside
It was at the vory time in Juue, 1814,
when his brother's life blood was ched
for his country in France, that Fathor
do Charbonnel for derr charity's snke
aud iu imitation of the Good Shepherd,
«xposad bis hife a hundred timesta day
in the emigrant fever slieds of Mon-
treal.

Tl gaintly Bighop Jower although
warned of Lis Janger by the attendant
pbysicians, pervsted in carrying reli
givus help and cumfort to the fever
stnichen in Torunto.  He said repeat
wily to these who dissnaded him,

The goud Shepherd layeth down lifo
for lus fluck.”  Ule succumnbed to the
dread scourge and the whole city went
wr mourning. The Sve romnainad vacant
for mure than a year when ather de
Chiarbonnddl was nominated for the
dignity.  He at firet rebelled against
acccLing any such responsibility, and
journeyed even to Rome, to cast him
self at the feet of Pope Puis IX,,
and implore his Holiness 1ot to im-
pose so great a burthen on g0 weak a
frame.  The Holy Pontiff eaid. « now
you are in Rome. I am master here.
You shall not depart hence until you
are cunsecrated Bishop of Toronto. 1
will be only too happy to impose on
you the holy chrism with my own
hands,””  When thenewly consecrated
bishop was leaving the eternal city
Pope Pius presented him with a beauti-
ful chialice. ** \What will you say now
quoth his Holiness, are youstill afraid,”
*¢ Calicem Salutaris accipiam,*” replied
the Bishop * et nomen domini in
vocabo.” I will accept the chalice
of Salvation and will call upon the
name of the Lord' (psalm 115). Be-
fore his return to Canada he visited
his almn mater College st Annoray
and obtained permission for one of
the Basilian Fathers to accompany
him. Father Molony who had been
for some years a member of the order
acceded to his wishes and in a few
weeks both reachied Toronto early in
August 1850.

A grand ovation was tendered the
new Bishop. His family title of
+« Count" r commended him to the rich
and the high stationed among the Pro-
testant denominations, and his works
of charity and self-sacrifice in Montreal
procured for bim 3 hearty and entbusi-
astic welcome among the lugh and low
of his own flock. His grand rich
voice rang out distinct and sonorous
in St. Michael's Cathedral and all
hiearts were brim full of gratitude to
God who had gent them go nohle a
Bishop to guide them and bless them.

From the very beginning of his
Y piscopa! administration Bishnp De-
Charbonuell understood the necessity
of providing ample and adequate
means for the Christian training of
the rising generation. Ho found the
Sisters of St. Toseph and theChristian
Brothers already established in Jarvis
and Richmend strects. They had
charge of the Parochial or Separate
schiools. The Ladies of Loretto under
Madame Dease, Mother Teresa, with
five nuns and seven boarders, nccupied
a uousc of diminutive dimensions at
the foot of Bay street. These were
smzll beginnings, but he was satisfied,
as he foresaw that with the increase
of Tcronto’s popnlation, then 50,000,
both irstitutions would naturally ex-
pand and graw in proportion with the
city’s growth and the country’s expun-
sion and prosperity  The wonderful

success of both in efficiency and num-



