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it has been propoaed that the Sta.te of
- New York should make & gift of 1ts camls
to the United: States if: the latter would "
undertake to enlai; ge them. Such & gl[b
would be rathera costly one to the recip-
ient, and is' not likely to be- accepted:.
The existing prolnbltlons of the State con-.
stitution a8 to expenditures on’ these
canals, will probably, unless speedily re-
moved, lead to their being altegether
closed. Abpresenb ‘however, acommittee
of the Legislature is ‘engaged in consider-
ing the latest scheme, that of makmg the
canals over. to the Federal authorities.

POLICY CONDITIONS AGAIN.

"The Fire Insurance Conipanies are just
now studying how they may, while retain-
taining some portion of their individaal’
liberties, obey the Divine mJunctlon, “Be
not overcome of evil, but 'overcome evil
with good." " As an addmon to their dif-
ficulties, or else’ as a means of escape~
from part of them, is the proposition 6f
the Ontario’ Government :to - render
effectual the judgment of the laws of the-
Imperial Bxchequer Court, upholding the
validity ot the Ontario Statute providing’
for uniform conditions ot [policies of Fire
Insurance, and the circularof the Sohcltor
Genoral of this Province inviling them to
confer with -him with.a view to agsimilat-
ing the local leglslatlon‘ on’ matters of
insnrance to that'of Ontario; =

We have conﬂdence in the’ honomble
Solicitor General that whatever he under-,
takees will be with' the intentionof pro-
moting the public good, and. ot with any
prejudice or animosity against- the insur-
ance companies, as would appear to have
unfortunately been tlie case in Ontario;—if
one may judge by the peculmr wording -
of the preamble to the Act referied to,
wherein it was “proposed that the  con-
ditions shoulcl apply “as againstthe- in-
surers,’’ whether on_ the' ‘poliey or not
whilst the assured should have the lxberLy
of mvokmg them; of of”ignoring t.hem as”
he pieased; that-is; he could - receive a
policy on which they \vere ot he could -
]xeep it in his possessmn, tacltly consent- .
ing that the conditions upon which it was :
issted shiould “be bhe condltlons govem-
ing all transactions undel it ;- and then; at
lus will, refusmg to abxde by them. _{: o

‘Had they been mftde absolute: between
the par t,les, whilst, such legislation mlght
have been deemed asztmry, yeb.it could
not be deemed unl‘mr because both par

ties would ha\'e been on'an equal footing i’ :

it is therefore well ‘that ‘the: COurt of last.
resort declded that both. pax‘txes were
entitled o' invoke; bhem, it: they were' to
be held bmdmg on exther. But the mtent

past tmnsaotlons in reference -to:these

legxslatlon on this subJect
It seems to be pretty well understood

-own.insurance ‘department, with its-in:

to it.-

If: then, -the condmonsv
transactions under policies of insurance-
are’ to be made: part:of the common
law, it wiil behove every man to acquaint
know and obey any other of the laws of
tion. | “Why, then, should- there' be any

necessity:for the printing of these’ con-

raference to the statute governingt them ?
similar tra.nsa.ctlons reférrin -4 t‘.o property,

belonging to Lhe order::of tmnsuctlons
and civil rights ? " ‘For what purposes are

: polxcxes? “ Primarily for-the:establish-

and consequently is not & perfect docu~
ment. If ‘the application contamed a8
dec]amblon, signed - by the applicant,’ to:
the effect that'he thereby agreed to abide
cand: be: govemed by the’
contamed in'the policy to be issued upon

there would be'a nearer approach to an

“to’base ‘an’ agreement.’

consequence of . their’ non: concurrence,

L thele would be fewel ﬁres“ o

of this artrcle is nat the dxscusezon of the .

condltxons, bub ‘of: -the’ .proposed fatire

that each of the Provinces will -have its

spector, its - statutory conditions and- all’
other adJuncts necessary to .increase the -
cost of insurance, -Itiswell, [therefore, to
consider how much good can’ "be gathered
by a' wise direction of this'legislation by:
‘the companies, instead “of an ‘opposition’
on their part which may perpetuate what-:
" ever feeling prompted the original ' legis-’
lation" on- this subject, or may remain in:
consequence of the determined opposlhon :

govermng i

himself with them, just as he is bound to -

the country in which he lives-or hds inter-
ests, ignorance being no excuse for infrac- -

ditions upon: the - policies, instead 'of‘a

If such a reference i is- sufficient'in case of
short - forms ‘of deeds, Jeases and other

why should it not be in the ‘case’ of Fire
Insurance; which is ‘now - established as.

embraced in.the: demgnatlon “propelty“
Lhe condxhons now pnnted upon ‘the

ment of an agreemenb between the “in."
sured and the' msux'ers, as -to”" the thmgs-zf
to be observed and:required.”’. But this"
agreement . is- signed by one parby only,“

conditions”
_the acceptauce of the' apphcetxon, bhen; .

.agreement between: the pnrtles ‘but in’
‘very many-cases” there  is ‘not' even- ‘o
semblance of-an’ apphcahon upon “which" |
“When we "come !
to the po]xcy itself we:find - that not once'; s
‘in d hundred: times are their. wmbten por-
 tions read, and ‘not- once in- &, thous'md Jo
‘times:are the condmons 1ead by anyone’; iy
‘if the ‘writtén : portions ‘were’ x’ead there’
‘would be less ‘confusion : aftera ﬁre in’

“and:if: their condmons ‘Wwere oftener read |

“The' secondary mtent oE bhese cond
tions is: the: prevention. of  frauds:. bt
when we reflect upon the small number
fires or frauds in ploportlon to’ the num:’';
bers of policies in force, and the fact that "
a general law, would be as readily invoked -
by reference as by quotation, then we are
again brought to the 'conclusion that, if -
these conditions are to be part of:the
common. law, it ‘should not be necessary .
to print them upon the pollcles. A refer-;.

sufficient, as in the case of declarations

‘voluntary,and extx‘mudncnl oaths, -

* The ‘only remaining intention of con-
_ditions “are the provtdmw for apporbxon—ﬂ
ments of liabilities, first under policies of

- which ‘are or are not. non-concurrentin..
+their. specifications ‘ot items, - There

should beno. difficulty in prowdmg for
each of these three mattersin o carefully .
prepared statute ; but the wordmz, of such. -

and i not be ' subject . to the muddling .of:
]eglslators who do not understand . the full
application of ‘the terms :which should be::
employed in its expression. It is not to
the credit:of ‘the’ insurance companiés -
that in the :long :course - of their "career:
they have: no fixed method of apportion:
ment of losses ‘under non-concutrent:-’

in: ussmn]ntmv their conditions and: pmc- '
tices; the ground-work of the attack upon
their liberties would | nob- lmve existed ;

wolens, ibis to be; hoped they will'remove .- -
fevel'y possible ground- of’ eomplamt an
secure ' uniformity- WLbh equity:: We ra-,

know " that any action was ever ta.ken in.
cansequence-of it. “Weshall endem'or to:
‘furmsh 1ts sullentpomts in. another lsaue )

CD%[‘ OI‘ LIVI NG A\‘D/PR[C]‘ OL
L LABOR s
An elabomte compamon of the pnces

1860, 1878 and 1881 -hins recenbly been'j.,
pubhshed in-New York:. Although more

1nﬂabed prlces during’. the war ‘of the
‘rebelhon, these - figures. are” not \vholly :
: ummportanb to the peop]e of banada' :

g 1860 1878 1881

Wheu\ ) red wxnter

: Wheat_,' 2 spring 7. 1090 -1 32
- Corn, 2 -mixed .,r68‘\ 46} .69 ;
S 380 084 4T
19257 1 5519 15

775 1800 -

ence to ‘the statute should be quite .

under bhe statute for:the suppressxon of o

re-insurance, and ‘second under policies :

a statute should be prepared by; experts,: - .

policies. <1 they had talzen more: interest, -

but: now that-they  are moving, : nolcns o

“member to huve seen aome monthi agoa’
cireular containing' concise and: comp[eto
“vules for apportionuieiits, but: we: do not’

of articles. in genex‘al use for the years |

especially apphcable to the United States, N : B
“and . more: mterestmg because of the '
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