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THE BYSiANDER.
NATIONAL POLICY.

W'e are greatly mistaken if the ninisterial
r'eaders of The Bystander's remarks on the
National Policy have not more than once
exclaimed with same bitterness, save us
from our friends. Under the caption of
" National Policy " the learneld essayist
lias noticed a great variety of subjects,
inclucding National Currency, A Future
Nation, Evils of TaxationîProtectionî and
Free Trade, 3eace and Good-will among
Nations, Imperial Aggrandizement, A
Comparison between Sir Leonard Tilley
and the Caliph IH'aroun Alrascliîd, Con-
plaints of Increased Taxation, Commer-
cial Union with the United States, Reci-
procity, Hardship of the Tariff, Sir Alex-
ander Galt's Mission, Imperialism, the De-
legation of Farners, the North-West Tei-.
ritory, British Columbia and the Pacific
Railway, Sir John Macdonald's unfortu-
nate election for Victoria,. Impatience of
West Toronto to open lier amis to Sir
John. It mustbe borne ii mnd thatTlhe
Bystander writes on these various sub-
jects " under protest," having long since
made a forecast that the United States
mnust no longer be treated commercially
as a foreign nation. oiow long it would

be possible to maintain commercial union
and political disunion ve are not spe-
cilically told on tliis occasion, but w'e have
already hadl forecasts enougli on thatsub-
ject. We are assured by ''hie B*ystander
that any hope of reciprocity " will prove
unf'ounded." On tha sane high authority
we are told thit to a mîieasureI "such as
"wîvould abolislh the customns line and
" conistitute a commîercial union, îîe bee
4 the people of the United States are
"perfectly ready to ccedle." 1t imiglit
reasonalbly b expected thiat sone rcason
would be given foi' a belief on the faith of
n'hich we are invited ta take a most
important step. We have already liad
experience tliat the negotiation ofa treaty
iith the Executive Government of the
United States is no security for its adop-
tion, but weo apprehiend tit the mi'ere
belief of'The Bystander voulc be a still
worse security. But let is, inerely for
the sake of argument, assume that we
could obtain commercial union, which is
'The ystander's palacea for all our' evils,
and w'liat would be the consequence ?
He lias told us elsewliere that "every
inîcrease of taxation is an evil," and lie
cannot be ignorant of the enormos tax-
ation of the United States. If lie w«ill
only refer to Macleani's Tariffl 1 and Book,
lie will find that the duties on soie les-
criptions of cotton goods, are 50, 50 and
60 per cent.; on iron manuifactures, 35, 45
and 50 per cent. on silks ani velvets, 0
per cent. ; on w«oollens, 60, 65 and 6S per
cent. The prosperity of ouri mnanufac-
turers is to be assured by exposing then
ta the competition of a country in which

manufactures are now.higlily specialized,
"land witlout a large market they cannot
" succeed, while saime are so costly and
" scientific liat oiily a great and wealthy
"c country cean be their seat."' Ccanada, it
is said, cannot produce " high-class print-
ing presses,"' 'but, ifshe vere undier a coin-
mnercial union, she woild probably not
produce low class, and little of any other
manlufacture.

NA'rioNS'i.ciIlC.
WN\e owvn that wve are not very clear as

to the precise inference to be drawn fron
The Bystander's reiarks on the "l national
currency." It may be his idea tliat the
national policy lias been played ont, and
that a iiew cry is desirable. What else
cean b the meaning of the passage : " it
'lis probable that, if another geneiil elec-
" tion were hîeld now, the lesson would be
" read again, for the national currency
"movement w'ould certainly exercise an
"influence; sone think it miglit even
" turn the scale? "l Has, then, the scale
already turned reversely sinice the day
wlien the people " forsook in great num-

I bers par ty llegiance to vote foi' their
"ma iiiteiial interests ? Surely if the
people tliink as they did when " the
national policy swept the country " thiero
is n0 occasion l'ai a national currency
1movement to turn the scale; but 've
learn that The Bystainder' is of opinion
tlat inconvertible paper money is a
ineasure the object of whici is " the
naterial iitcrests of the people !

A NATION.

We shall quote the short but pithy
notice of ithe future nation in full. "Na-
" tional is t a l1 events the adjective cor-

"respondfing ta nation ; and if the trea-
son-axe cau cut between the adjective
anîd substantive the edge must be very

" keen." So much for the namie "l national
policy " adopted by the ministerialists.

II VILS OF TAXATION.

We have already noticed the comiplainti
Of the <lity on "higli-class printing
presses." What is said of coal is very
mnuch %vliat the Globe lias been telling 'he
Bystaider foi' moniitls and,although there
is a good deal of tiutl ini it, the inistry
will not the less cry out, save us fioni our
friends. ''he coal tax ta Onîtar'io " is an
"unmiixed evil, aniid is not unlikely to
p'o'e fatal ta the whole arrangement.'

.'ROT'CTiAION D FREE TRADe.

The learned essayist declares that the
people of England "are not free traders
themnselves." If thie meaiig of tIe teri
free trade lie a complete exemption froi
customs duties, of'course they are not, but
if it simply means duties wvhich are not
protective of donestic industries, theu
free trade lias been carried into complote
effect. There is no such thing knovn iin
Eiiglaiid as a consumer paying for any
article that lie mnay vish ta purchase
more than its cost price, vith the duty,
whiclh goes into the treasury. Whien The
Bystauder complains of the taxes levied
uider.the present tariff on coal, for ex-
ample, he ieans that all the consumers
of coal are made to pay a duty, so as to
enliance the price for the benefit of the
colliers of Nov a Scotia. That is the re'sult
of protection. There is no duty levied in
England which lias a similar effect. Of
the six principal articles of import five
are free of duty, and the sixth, tea, not
being produced in England, is not pro-
tective. As to the comparative merits of
direct taxation andi a revenue raised by
custoims and excise duties iuch might
be said, but the discussion would be fruit-
less.

PEACE AND GooD-wILn AMONG NATIONS.

This subject is only noticed to call
attention ta the rancorous anti-British.


