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EmxnuitiiH, Aioiiotl xth, won
I*. C. Hawkix, Esq.,

Secretary of tin1 “ Eighty Chili,”
Isnidon.

Silt,—Referring to the scheme which I had the honour to 
submit to the consideration of the “Eighty Club” on July 
-Otb, I understand it is desired by the Committee that I 
should, before returning to Canada, express my views at some 
greater length, and especially on the questions raised by the 
several a] makers on the occasion referred to.

The chief claim made for the " is, not so much that
it may be regarded as a substitute for other schemes heretofore 
advanced, having for their object the unification of the Empire, 
but that if any substantial progress is to be made in that 
direction, as it seems to me, the policy suggested must take 
precedence of any such schemes ; that if it lie pre-eminently 
necessary to have freer intercourse, with fuller and closer 
political, commercial, and social relations between the different 
States which go to make up the Empire, there is no con­
ceivable means by which these objects can more easily and 
more naturally be achieved

The proposal is not solely in the interests of these islands, 
vastly important as they are ; it is not for the benefit of any 
one class, or of any one section of the British people ; it is 
projected in the interest of the entirr Empire, and its object 
is to advance the concrete well-being of the British jmople 
throughout the world. It is designed for the benefit of every
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