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vate and public condutSl of men ', to difcover thofo
*" fountains ofjuftice, " without purfuing the*' ilreams

through the endiefs variety of their courfe. But a-

nother part of the fubjedk U treated with greater ful-

nefs and minutdhefs of applicauou ; namely, that

important branchof it which profeiTes to regulate the

relations and intercourfe of (hites, and more ofpeci-

ally, both on account of their greater perfection and
their more immediate reference to ufe, the regulati«

ons of that intercourfe as they are modified iy the

uiages of the civilized nations of Chriftendo%
Here this fcience no longer reds in general principles.

That province of it which we now call the law of na-

tions, has, in many of its parts, acquired among our
European nations much of the precilion and certain-

ty of pofitive law, and the particulars of that law
aie chiefly to be found in the works of thofe writers

who have treated the fcience of which I now fpeak.

It is becaufc they have claffed (in a manner which
ft^ems peculiar to modern times) the duties of indi-

viduals with thole of Nations, and eilablilhed their

obligation on fnnilar grounds, that the whole
fcience has been called, " The Lawof Nature an4
Kations."
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Whether this appellation be the happieft that could

have been chofen for the fcience, and by what ftcps

it came to be adopted among our modern motalills

and lawyers *, are inquiries, perhaps of morecuriofity

than

* The learned reader is aware that the " jus naturae" and
*' jus gentium" of the Ronn.in lawyers are phrales of very ditfe-

rent impoit from the modern phrafes, "• law of.nature and law
" of nation«." *' Jus naturale, " fays Ulpian, '* eft quod na-
*' tura omnia aniinalia docuit." D. i. i. i. 3. Quod natura-
*' lis ratio inter omnes homines conilituic, jdque apud omnes
" pri«eqiie cuftodiiur vocaturque jus oentium." D. i. i. 9.

J.'i.t they fomenmes negleft this fubtle diflin£tion—" Jure natu-
* rail, quod appellatur jus gentium." I. a. i. 11. Jui fcciale

wa|


