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PREFACE

TO '

THE FIRST EDITION.

The discovery of a new Hemisphere by Chris-

topher Columbus, and the progress of the

Spaniards in the conquest of it, have been de-

servedly the theme of a long series of histories m
the several languages of Europe ; and the subject

has been recently resumed and illustrated by a

celebrated Writer among ourselves.—It is not

therefore my intention to tread again in so beaten

a track, by the recital of occurrences of which

few can be ignorant, if the noblest exertions of the

human mind,
,

producing events the most singular

and important in the history of the world, are cir-

cumstances deserving admiration and inquiry.

My attempt, which I feel to be sufficiently ar-

duous, is.

To present the Reader with an historical ac-

count of the origin and progress of the settlements

made by our own nation in the West-Indian

islands ;

—

To explain their constitutional establishments,

internal governments, and the political system

maintained by Great Britain towards them ;

—

To describe the manners and dispositions of the

present inhabitants, as influenced by climate, si-


