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you and see what you are doing. I can assure you I will never

betray any of your secrets to my jNIinisters, except under the advice

of my honourable friend on my right (the Lieutenant-(lovernor

Robitaille), Avho is the natural protector and guardian of this

University and of education in this Province. I share most heartily

M'ith you in the joy you must exi)erience at the prospect of possessing

so fine a hall for the accommodation of the treasures which are

ra])idly accumulating in your hands. Tliat the necessity for a large

building should have been so promptly met by the sympathetic

support and far-seeing generosity of ]\[r. Rediiath ])roves that the race

of benefactors, illustrated by the names of JMolson and McGill, has

not died out amongst us. The removal of the geol :ical collections

belonging to the nation from Montreal to Ottawa, which has been

determined upon, as bringing more immediately under the eye of the

liCgislature and the knowledge of the Government the labours and

results attained by our men of science, necessarily deprives the

residents of Montreal, who are students, of the facilities hitherto

afibrded by the presence in this city of those collections. It is

satisfactory to know that this loss will Ijc palliated by such noble

gifts as those which have furnished you with other collections, which

are now to find at last a proper place for their display. You, who

have in your Chancellor and members of Convocation such eminent

and wortliy representatives of judicial attainment, of classical learning,

of medical and surgical knowledge and of scicmtific research, will well

know how to give full value to the last of these subjects, namely, to

the culture of the natural sciences. l>esides the direct utility of a

knowledge of zoology, botany, geology and chemistry and of the

kindred branches grouped under the designation of natural science,

the pleasure to be derived from them is not amongst the least of the

advantages of their study. However forbidding the country in

which he is placed, however uninteresting the other surroundings of a

man's life may be, he need never miss the delights of an engrossing

occupation, if the very earth on which he treads, each leaf and insect,

and all the phenomena of nature around him, cause him to follow

out new lines of study, and gave his thought a wider range.

It is your great good fortune that in your Princiiial you have

{ leader who is an admirable guide, not alone in the fairy realms

of science, liut also through those sterner, and to some less attractive


