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FATHER FLANNERY AND DEAN INNES.

>v

FiMiii till' Ciitliolic Rrcoi'd, MiUTli Ifi, 1SS!».

The folI()win<» letter from ]lev. Father Flaniiery, associate

cdili)]' of the Catholic IIecohd, appeared in the daily papers

ou Moiida}^ last, ft was written in reply to a letter from

J)ean Innes, ])nbli8hed in the Free Prcsn lawt week, in which

the rev. gentleman attacked the statements contained in our

leading article in the issue of the 2nd instant

:

To THio Kditoii: On Friday last tlioro apiicninnl a lottor from the ptiii

of the Von. Dtuui Innes, ol' litis city, in uhii'li tlio editors of tli(! Catmomc
Ki:c()i;i> are accu.sed of J>illinj,^s;j;ate, want (tf courtesy, etc, because their
journal made some sliar[> cf)mments, last week,ou his published (jstinuite

of the .lesnits. As one of its editors, 1 feel (-ailed upon to state that the
KiccoKi) never conltl think of contestin,:;- his ri;j:ht, or the rlixlit and duty
of any other cl(^r;^'yman, to \indicate the doctrines of the (.'iuin'h of which
he is an accredited, and, no doubt, in every sense, an exemplary ex-
l)onent. lUit that is no reason why 'he liKcoui), or its editors, should
allow cli^rijymen holdii.g Responsible i)Ositions to misrepresent and attack,

as the \'on. Dean has done, the princij)les iMul the teachinjrs of accredited
nuiust<!rs ttf the Catholic C'hun'h, \v!io enjoy the, conlideni'c, the respect,

and, I may say, wherever known and unilerstood, the allectionate regar Is

of all those with whom they are oMicially brought into c(>'iiact. The
Yen. Pean is willing; to atlmit that, the .lesuits (I (|Uote his words) "are
in gcMieral an earnest, zealous, self-sacrificing body of men, : ]id many of
them very talented."' .... "This country is undoulttedly, "n it- earlv

bist(jry, indebted to them, in some respei'ts, espe<'ially fo;" the self-

sacrifice and zeal with which tliey devoteil tluunselves to the educalion
and civilization of the native tribes."' AVith all this in their favor, how is

it j)o.ssil)le the Dean can briny himself to say almost in the next breath

:

''Tiio .lesnits have been one of the greatest curses on earth. Their prin-

ci])les are wronir, and their whole system a falsehood."

If the JxEcoui) were guilty of such unmeasured and sweeping denun-
ciations of any Pn^testant body of men,tlie Ven. Dean would have reason

to complain of want of courtesy and Billingsgate.

The Dean bases his condemnation of the Jesuits not on what he
admits them to be to-day :

" Earnest, zealous, self-sacrificing men," but
on what they are rei^.rted by histtjry to have lieen over a hunilred years

ago. 2sow, histories dilfer, and the Ven. Dean may have read one preju-

dical to the Jesuits. It must have been a very ])artial and jaundiced
history, indeed, that would nnU^e him call such earnest and self-sacrific-

ing men of God "the greatest curse that ever api)eared on earth."

But now for the'^facts. "Let the following list of expulsions f- oni

Roman Catholic countries, and by Roman Catholic rulers sufiice." says

the Ven. l)ean. "Bull issued in"l741, by Benedict XIY., in which he
calls the Jesuits disobedient, craftj', and reprobate men." With the

Dean's permission 1 deny this utterly. There is no such Bull in exist-

ence, and if the Dean ever read of such a Bull in some controversial

Work, he should have probed into history, and he would iiave found it to

be a genuine "cock-an'-a-BuU-story." It ia true that Pombal, the corrupt


